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Alter uproar over ‘racist’ 
party, Student Conduct Board 
suspends fraternity member 
Justin Park until Jan. 2008 
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The Sigma Chi fraternity has been 

placed on social probation and junior 
Justin Park has been suspended from 
the University until the spring of 2008, 
after a Student Conduct Board inves- 
tigated allegations that the fraternity 
issued a racially-charged party invita- 
tion. 

The board found the fraternity 
and Park guilty of all charges made 
against them, including violations of 
University policy. Park’s current se- 
mester has been invalidated. 

The administration largely de- 
clined to comment on details regard- 
ing the disciplinary hearing, citing 
federal privacy laws and possible fu- 
ture appeals from parties involved. 

The Conduct Board was comprised 
of two Hopkins staff members — one 
employed by the Recreation Center 
and the other by the Office of Residen- 
tial Life — and three students includ- 
ing one member of the Black Student 
Union (BSU). A representative from 
the Office of Equal Opportunity along 
with Rob Turning, the coordinator of 
Greek Life, and Dorothy Sheppard, 
the associate dean of students, were 
also present at the hearing. Although 
the hearing was officially presided 
over by the Conduct Board, all three 
were allegedly active participants in 
the questioning of the fraternity and 
Park. 

All Sigma Chi members and Park 
were put on trial before the Conduct 
Board in one hearing. The Board 
called on the testimony of witnesses, 
primarily members of the BSU. The 
defendants were granted opportu- 
nities to present witnesses includ- 
ing students who had attended the 
party and members of the fraternity. 
Copies of the Facebook invitation cre- 
ated by Park and photographs of 
the plastic doll dressed like a pirate 
and hanging by a noose on the front 
porch of the fraternity house were 
presented by the Board as hard evi- 
dence. 

Park criticized the University for 
CONTINUED ON PAGE A2 


Baltimore is the 11th most dan- 
gerous city in the U.S. and the 
third most dangerous among cit- 
ies with populations over 500,000, 
according to a recent study. 

The ranking was completed by 
the Morgan Quitno Group’s 11th 
annual “America’s Safest (and 
Most Dangerous) Cities” survey. 
The Baltimore-Towson area was 
ranked 20th most dangerous out 
of 324 metropolitan areas sur- 
veyed. 

Within the group of cities with 
populations of 500,000 or more, 
Baltimore was ranked below only 
Detroit and Washington, D.C. and 
was followed by Memphis, Tenn. 
and Dallas which were ranked 
the fourth and fifth most danger- 
ous respectively. 

The implications of this rank- 
ing for Hopkins students have 
changed in recent years. Ac- 
cording to Edmund Skrodzki, 
director of Campus Safety and 
Security, “Baltimore is not un- 
like any other major urban area 
in comparing crime statistics.” 

CONTINUED ON Pace A4 































_ SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 
Students gathered to show support for junior Justin Park during a rally held on North Charles Street yesterday, largely organized through a Facebook.com 
group. Protestors deemed Park's three-semester suspension too harsh and warned that the ruling may threaten free speech on campus. 







Supporters of Park hold protest against conduct board’s ruling, claiming that university's decision was unfair 






Black Student Union (BSU) took offense to 
the invitation, the Conduct Board found 
Park guilty of all the charges brought 
against him. 

“The purpose of the rally is to make 
the administrators aware that the stu- 
dents of Johns Hopkins do not support 
the decision to suspend Justin. The 
University claims they support free 
expression but if that is the case, Jus- 
tin should not be thrown out of school 
over a private invitation posted on a 
third-party Web site,” junior Sigma 
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By MITRA HESHMATI 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 





the University’s decision. 

“Nothing influences the decision of 
the conduct board or the appeal,” she 
said. 

Appeals will be heard by Susan Boswell, 
dean of student life. Boswell, who declined 
to comment, can decide whether or not the 
appeal merits a hearing and would then 
meet with Park to make further decisions. 

The protestors united in disapproval of 
the University’s response to a Facebook.com 
invitation written by Park, Sigma Chi’s 
former social chair, for the fraternity’s 
Halloween party. After members of the 










Holding signs that read “Honk if you 
support free speech” and shouting man- 
tras by megaphone, a group of about 30 
students gathered on N. Charles Street 
yesterday to protest the University’s de- 
cision to suspend junior Justin Park until 
the spring of 2008. 

Dorothy Sheppard, the associate dean 
of students and the administrator who 
oversaw the Conduct Board, discounted 
any influence the protest might have on 
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Dean John Bader, an advisor to Rhodes 
applicants, praised the three finalists. 


JHU boasts 
three Rhodes 









Univ. lobbyists react to midterm results [~ 


By KATLYN TORGERSON 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


form that they will help expand 
educational opportunities for 


of Maryland and for the Univer- 


t 


sity as the majority of Maryland’s 


Less than a month after Dem- 
ocrats won majorities in both 
houses of Congress, University 
lobbyists are saying the turn- 
over will be a welcome change 
for some its most important edu- 
cational issues. 

Beth Felder, the director of 
Federal Relations for Johns Hop- 
kins Institutions, said that a Dem- 
ocrat-controlled Congress is par- 
ticularly beneficial for the state 


U.S. representatives will now be 
democrats, and they will be in 
the controlling party. Maryland 
representatives hold consider- 
able power since Representative 
Steny Hoyer is slated to be the 
House Majority Leader, and Sen- 
ator Barbara Mikulski will chair 
the Appropriations Committee 
and the Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee. 

The Democratic National 
Committee claims in its plat- 
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college by making college tu- 
ition tax deductible, expanding 
Pell Grants and cutting interest 
rates for student loans. 

Newly elected Senator Ben 
Cardin. has voted numerous 
times to raise the maximum Pell 
Grant award, which in Mary- 
land covered only 29 percent of 
the average four-year public col- 
lege costs in 2004-2005. 

In addition to supporting 
higher education, Cardin says 
he intends to push for smaller 
classes and a more produc- 
tive working environment in 
elementary and _ secondary 
schools. For the year 2005, Car- 
din was given an “A” rating 
from the National Education 
Association. The American 
Federation of Teachers award- 
ed his voting record with a 100 
percent rating for the 108th 
Congress. 

“We will make higher educa- 
tion more affordable because an 
educated workforce is the key to 
our long-term success and secu- 
rity,” Hoyer said in a recent ra- 


dio address. 


Although it is considered 
that the newly elected Congress 
should enhance Hopkins’ rep- 
resentation in Washington, the 


University does not envision 


any drastic changes. Felder feels 
that this is because the issues 


that Hopkins supports are in- 


herently non-partisan. 

“We just hope we will now be 
more successful on our issues,” 
Felder added. 
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If the City Council ban passes, smokers may be fined up to $250 for imbibing in public. 


Baltimore City moves to ban 
smoking in all public places 


By MARIE CUSHING 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A Baltimore City Council com- 
mittee has proposed a measure 
that would ban smoking in all 
public places by January 2008, and 
is currently awaiting approval by 
the full council and the mayor. 

If the ban is approved, people 
who smoke in restaurants, bars or 
any form of public transportation 
including taxi cabs can be fined 
up to $250; owners who allow 
smoking’ would be fined $500 per 
smoker. 

Exceptions would be made for 
cigar bars, private clubs, some to- 
bacco stores and outdoor seating 
areas at restaurants if the owner 
applies for a waiver. Smoking 
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would also be allowed in hotels 
as long as 75 percent of the rooms 
were smoke-free. Studies of the 
effects of smoking could be al- 
lowed. 

An amendment to the bill 
would allow businesses to apply 
for a waiver if they felt that the 
ban would sharply reduce cus- 
tomers or create other significant 
problems. The waiver would ini- 
tially cost $1000 and $500 for ev- 
ery renewal. ; 

“It’s about time we take this 
effort,“ said Robert W. Cur- 
ran, the city councilman who 
helped propose the anti-smok- 
ing bill. “This is not cutting- 








edge legislation anymore; five or 
six years ago, maybe. Baltimore 
CONTINUED ON Pace A4 


finalists 


By JILL PRESCHEL 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Of the 11 Hopkins applicants 
for the Rhodes Scholarship this 
year, three have been named fi- 
nalists, one of whom was recently 
awarded the Marshall Scholar- 
ship. The number of applicants 
from Hopkins has increased from 
previous years. 

According to the administra- 
tion, the competition at the finalist 
level is extraordinarily high, and 
to have three students make it to 
this round of the process is an ac- 
complishment for the University. 

“Every one of these applicants 
was superb. Some were world 
class, but they were all superb. 
They put in a lot of effort and 
hard work,” John Bader, associate 
dean for academic programs and 
advising, said. 

Bader advises and guides stu- 
dents interested in applying for 
the scholarship. Harvard Uni- 
versity has produced the high- 
est number of Rhodes Scholars 
among U.S. institutions as of 2006, 
with 315 winners to date. Howev- 
er, unlike Harvard, Hopkins does 
not recruit undergraduates to ap- 
ply for the scholarship. 

Hopkins applicants _ first 
meet with Bader the summer 
before beginning the process 
of applying. From there, Bader 
meets with applicants in order 
to hone the individual’s unique. 
voice in the application essay. 
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Park: Univ. 
suspension 
procedures 
were faulty 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A1 
holding one hearing for separate 
charges brought against himself 
and Sigma Chi. He also ques- 
tioned the University for trying 
him as an individual, maintain- 
ing that the party was held by the 
fraternity — not by himself. 

“I was appalled at the disor- 
ganization and biased nature 
of the entire proceeding. Sigma 
Chi and I had a combined hear- 
ing; if we're facing different 
charges, as was the case, we 
should’ve had different hear- 
ings. And I don’t believe that I 
should’ve been tried as an in- 
dividual — I do not deserve to 
be singled out, and prosecuted 
separately by the University for 
‘an act performed as a proxy of 
sigma Chi,” Park said. 

According to an e-mail sent 
sto the University community by 
‘President Brody, the Sigma Chi 
‘thapter has been ordered to re- 
fruit four adult advisers and to 
include a diversity commitment 
in its new-members program- 
ming, including four on-campus 
cultural events and four off-cam- 
pus cultural events. 

“As we've already noted, de- 
cisions by the Student Conduct 
Board may be appealed to the 
dean of student life. It would be 
inappropriate for the University 
to comment on any particular 
board decision, to provide for 
fair consideration of any appeal 
of that decision,” Dennis O’Shea, 
executive director of the Office of 
Communications and Public Af- 
fairs, said. 

O’Shea commented that popu- 
lar student opinion as expressed 
in a Facebook.com group, for ex- 
ample, would unlikely influence 
the fraternity’s appeal, if there is 
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munity gathered for a diversity rally this past Saturday in a show of support for minority undergraduate students. 


one. 

“The grounds for appeal in a 
Student Conduct Board case are 
limited. I have never heard that 
popular opinion, one way or the 
other, is among those grounds,” 
he said. 

Park expressed dismay with 
the structure of the hearing and a 
lack of information regarding the 
Board’s decision and reasoning 
provided to him afterwards. 

“I went to a meeting with 
Dean Sheppard, she gave me a 
letter, read the terms of my pun- 
ishment, and told me that I could 
appeal it and that was it. [The 
letter] just said that I was found 
guilty of harassment and all the 
charges,” Park said. 

Park is currently planning to 
appeal the decision. Sigma Chi 
has also planned to file an appeal 
and several brothers have voiced 
support of reducing Park’s sen- 
tence. 

On a recently constructed Web 
site, http://www.savejustin.org, a 
number of Sigma Chi brothers 


and other students have brought 
into debate the impartiality of the 
Conduct Board hearing. The Web 
site announces its mission, stating, 
“We aim to convince the Univer- 
sity to rescind Justin’s suspension 
immediately and reinstate him 
as a member of our community.” 
Students organized to form a rally 
in support of Park yesterday. 

As the possibility of an appeal 
is still manifest, Susan Boswell, 
the dean of student life, was un- 
able to comment. 

According to a Facebook group 
entitled, “We Support Student 
Rights (JHU doesn’t)” Park’s 
return to the University is con- 
tingent upon completion of 300 
hours of community service, 
reading and writing reflection 
Papers on 12 books selected by 
Sheppard and attending an ap- 
proved workshop on diversity 
and race relations. The group, 
which has amassed over 600 stu- 
dent members, was created by 
senior Lars Trautman, a member 
of the Sigma Chi fraternity. 





Med. school backs federal stem cell funding 


‘CONTINUED FROM Pace A1 
The issues that the University 
generally lobbies for vary widely. 
The topics they will be advocat- 
ing when Congress reconvenes 
in January will be determined 
in part by whatever comes to oc- 
cupy the agenda of the new Con- 
gress. The University is always 
looking to advocate for greater 
student financial aid, “robust” 
funding for researchers in the 
life and physical sciences and hu- 
manities, appropriate regulation 
of research, the tax status of non- 
profit institutions, Medicare and 
Medicaid funding, health care is- 
sues and programs and funding 
to support national innovation 
and competitiveness. 

» The University has also been 
actively involved in advocating 
for stem cell research, which they 
believe has the potential to al- 
leviate the suffering inflicted by 
‘diseases such as diabetes, heart 
disease and cancer. Although the 
University recognizes the sig- 
nificant ethical issues that this 
research raises, they consider the 


investigation of embryonic, fetal 
and adult stem cells to be essen- 
tial to the development of new 
medical therapies. 

Felder believes that, while a 
Democrat-controlled Congress is 
likely to pass legislation (again) 
to make federal funds available 
for expanded embryonic stem cell 
research, it is likely that the presi- 
dent will once again veto it. It is 
possible that there will be veto- 
proof majorities in both Houses 
of Congress, although there is no 
certainty regarding this issue as of 
yet. At this point, there has been no 
discussion about changing the bill 
itself, HR 810, which was passed 
and then vetoed this past session. 

“We will be attending a strat- 
egy meeting with our colleagues 
from other research institutions 
and patient advocacy groups lat- 
er in December, so we will know 
more then,” Felder added. 

Since stem cell research pro- 
vides a huge number of medical 
possibilities, the University cur- 
rently conducts research using 
these methods while adhering 


strictly to all federally mandated 
requirements. HR 810 would allow 
federal funding for this research. 
Cardin supported the stem 
cell research bill when he was 


a congressman. He intends to | 


continue his efforts to reduce 
the cost of health care and in- 
surance, reduce the cost of pre- 
scription drugs, support critical 
medical research and protect pa- 
tients’ rights. 

Cardin’s position on health 
care also exhibits an interest in 
women’s rights, as he intends to 
provide equitable coverage of 
contraceptives, mammograms 
and cervical cancer screenings. 
He also supports a woman’s 


right to choose to have an abor- 


tion. The National Organization 
of Women (NOW) has awarded 
Cardin’s voting record for 2005 


and 2006 a score of 100 percent. 


“We will be attending a strat- 
egy meeting with our colleagues 
from other research institutions 
and patient advocacy groups lat- 
er in December, so we will know 
more then,” Felder added. 
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Park expressed disappoint- 
ment with the University’s choice 
of punishment and questioned 
its value. 

“1 thought the punishment 
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Group claims punishments 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
Chi member Mike Bisogno. 

Park was charged with: failure 
to respect the rights of others, fai- 
ure to comply with the directs of a 


university administrator, conduct 


in violation of the University’s 
anti-harassment policy, conduct or 
a pattern of conduct that harasses a 


| person or group and intimidation 


of any person which results in lim- 


| iting a person’s access to all aspects 


of life at the University. 
The Board’s verdict was to 


| expel Park from Hopkins for 


LAURA BITNER /NEWS-LETTER | 
f Colored Peaple and several members of the com- 


would’ve been something to help | 


me reflect and learn from my ex- 
perience. But I sincerely doubt that 
one and a half years away from 
the University will help provide 
a learning experience for me and 


if anything it'll be counterproduc- | 


tive in that regard. The Universi- 
ty’s mission statement is to enrich 
students. I believe my punishment 
goes against the University’s mis- 
sion statement,” Park said. 

“The sanction by the Conduct 
Board saddens me, as it does not 
serve to educate or cultivate my 
capacity for life-long learning. 
In fact, it accomplishes the exact 
opposite by preventing me from 
making amends and learning 
from my mistakes,” he added. 

Christina Chapman, presi- 
dent of the BSU and a vocal 
critic of the University’s pace of 
progress in promoting greater 
diversity and cultural aware- 
ness, declined to com ment in 


regard to the announced sanc- | 
| tions against Sigma Chi and the 


suspension of Park. 





one-and-a-half years, during 
which time he must complete 
300 hours of community ser- 
vice, attend a diversity work- 
shop and read 12 books chosen 
by the dean. 

Although Sigma Chi is plan- 
ning on mak- 





violate right to free speech 


President Lars Trautman and 
many of Park’s supporters are 
Sigma Chi brothers, the rally 
was a protest by the student 
body at large. 

Some protesters were affiliated 
with neither Park nor the frater- 
nity, but joined in support of a 
student's right to free speech. “It’s 
great to see a group of people actu- 
ally come together for one cause,” 
Joseph Micali commented. “I think 
we should be able to speak our 
minds and be heard.” 

“We think his punishment is 
outrageous,” Kathleen Merit said. 

Dave Haldane added, “If they 
can do this to him for sucha small 
mistake, what are they going to 
do for the next small mistake?” 

The students distributed a 
flyer quoting statements made by 
the Foundation 
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ening of Park’s 
punishment. 
Bisogno said, 
“We feel the 
Conduct Board 
could not be im- 
partial since out of the five mem- 
bers, one was a BSU member and 
another was the past president of 
the Black Student and Faculty As- 
sociation who was seen recruiting 
for the anti-Sigma Chi protests.” 
University spokesman Dennis 


| O'Shea said with regard to the 


ralliers, “They have every right 
to express their opinion. Every- 
thing they said today was in re- 
lationship to the case against a 
student. Because of that, I cannot 
respond. We are restrained by 
law from disclosing the results of 
any case involving a student.” 
The student rally was orga- 
nized through the Facebook.com 
group “We Support Student 
Rights (JHU doesn’t)” which 
currently boasts a total of 605 
members, a number that in- 
cludes students from other uni- 
versities. Although the group 


| was created by Sigma Chi Vice 


—SAMANTHA K. Harris, 
FOUNDATION FOR INDIVID- 
UAL RIGHTS IN EDUCATION 


explained why 
she believed stu- 
dents should be 
concerned with 
the administra- 
tion’s actions. 

“If I were a 
student at [Hopkins], I would be 
tremendously concerned. [Hop- 
kins’] treatment of Justin Park 
shows a flagrant disrespect for 
the right to free speech —- the 
administration is jeopardizing his 
entire academic career over a joke 
that some people found offensive. 
Instead of having the right to free 
speech, [Hopkins] students are at 
the mercy of the administration, 
which has appointed itself the ar- 
biter of good taste on campus and 
has given itself the right to punish 
students who engage in speech or 
expression that does not meet its 
arbitrary standards.” 

Sigma Chi Secretary Patrick 
Connell said, “The goal is to 
not have him suspended at all 
from the University, because we 
feel that doesn’t do anyone any 
good. Withholding education 
from someone is not a solution 
to a problem like this.” 





Enrollment in social sciences falls behind 


By SASHA ROUSSEAU 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


In the Krieger School of Arts 


| and Sciences, the number of stu- 


dents in both the humanities 
and natural sciences has risen 
slightly in the past year while 
social and behavior sciences lag 
behind. This fall, there are 368 
humanities majors, compared 
to 347 in 2005. In the natural sci- 
ences, the number has risen from 
936 to 963. But for the social and 
behavioral sciences, enrollment 
has declined from 803 in 2005 to 
only 681 this year. 

William Conley, dean of en- 
rollment and academic services, 
claimed that the drop in social 
and behavioral science students is 
likely a fluke of the current sopho- 
more class. 

“In the sophomore class last 
year, we had 233 social and be- 
havioral science majors, and this 
year’s sophomore class has 125. 
The gap is probably because the 
number of undecided students 
in this year’s sophomore class 
is more than double than last 
year. 

“Students don’t apply by ma- 
jor, [so] what they actually do ... 
can be very different from what 
they wrote on their applications. 
We are obviously trying to re- 
cruit, but they may drift,” Con- 
ley said. 

Conley explained that among 
several university initiatives to 
promote the social sciences, the 
improvement of Gilman has be- 
come is a top priority, for both 
physical and symbolic benefits. 

“A more impressive building 
could be used to help recruit stu- 
dents, and provide better teach- 
ing environments. Prospective 
Krieger students are largely self- 
selective,” he said. 

Still, the administration is at- 
tempting to form a stable base for 
the Krieger School. > 

“In 2006, we had 28 percent 
of freshmen say they would be 
humanities majors — exactly the 
same as last year,” Conley said. 

Nearly 24 percent of students 
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Hopkins is trying to decrease social science class sizes by simplifying registration. 


saw themselves as future social 
science students, compared to 26 
percent last fall. 

According to Conley, the goal 
of recruiting for the social scienc- 
es has been to diversify students’ 
social science interests, away from 
the perennially popular Political 
Science, for example, and toward 
the smaller departments. 

The University is currently put- 
ting finishing touches on a new 
registration system, the Integrat- 
ed Student Information System 
(ISIS), to help make the registra- 
tion process easier and decrease 
class sizes. 

According to Conley, “The 
most important innovation of 
ISIS is that the current web reg- 
istration doesn’t allow the stu- 
dent to search based on time 
and instructor name. Pragmati- 
cally, students must mold their 
schedule around their top prior- 
ities, the classes they must take 
to graduate. If they were able 
to search the school catalogue 
based on more administrative 
criteria, students might discover 
interesting classes in unexpect- 
ed fields. Today, students are led 
by preconceptions when search- 
ing for classes,” 


4 


Administration claims that 
with ISIS, more students will be 
exposed to unexpected subjects. 
The student registration and re- 
cords module is currently under 
development and is scheduled to 
go live in June 2007. 

According to administration, 

enrollment in the Krieger School 
is currently “stable”, However, 
for most departments, classes are 
relatively segregated by class. An 
increase or decrease in enrollment 
tends to only consistently affect 
the students in that class and de- 
partment. 
_ Still, this year’s lack of behav- 
ioral and social science majors 
1S not unnoticed by the Krieger 
School. Conley explained that ina 
school without a core curriculum 
and in which no Arts and Science 
student enters as a major, shifts in 
Population can be sudden and un- 
expected, ; 

“The new registration system, 
and a campus-centered recruit- 
ment and diversification effort can 
help to combat such surprises, but 
ultimately it is up to the students 
to Join or dismiss a department. It 
is ultimately the student's right to 
pa de what they study,” he 
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Alpha Phi Alpha 
members sued 
for harassment 


University of Pennsylvania se- 
nior E. Martyn Griffen has filed a 
lawsuit against the national and 
univ ersity chapters of Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity and two broth- 
ers for alleged abuse during 
pledging last fall. . 

Kelechi Okenerke and Lionel 
Anderon-Perez, respectively a 
senior and a graduate student 
at Penn have attended crimi- 
nal hearings on Nov. 22, but 
the lawsuit has since proceeded 
slowly. 

Griffen alleged that he and 
three other pledges were slapped 
across their backs and beat in the 
thighs. And earlier, alone with 
Okenerke, a rubber band was 
repeatedly snapped on Griffen’s 
right arm and the lacerations left 
a scar. 

While Anderson-Perez chose 
not to testify in his own defense, 
Okenerke claimed that Griffen 
was assigned as his protégé and 
the rubber band episode was 
a warning 
grades. 

Pre-med student Okenerke is 
now on probation but continues 
to attend classes. Anderson-Perez 
is suspended for a semester from 
his master’s studies in education 
management. He has also been 
fired from his job at the univer- 


against faltering 


Sity. 

The UPenn chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha is expected to remain 
on suspension until at least July 
2008. Griffen has returned to his 
studies this fall after taking some 
time oft. 


— Cindy Chen 
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Stanford plans to use PS3 console for future medical research. 


Stanford utilizes 
Playstation 3 for 
science research 


Electronics manufacturer Sony 
recently announced that its new 
PlayStation 3 is not only an enter- 
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College News in Brief 


tainment console — as a powerful 


supercomputer, it can be used for 


cutting edge scientific research. 

In fact, researchers at the Stanford 

University School of Medicine will 

be employing the gaming con- 

soles to analyze human protein 

structures as part of their studies 
of Alzheimer’s 
and cancer. 

#0" MY The pro- 
gram, Cure@ 
PlayStation3, 
is set to be 
launched once 
the gaming 
console is avail- 
able globally 
and will allow 
PS3 owners to 
register their 
consoles with 
and down- 
load special 
software from 
Stanford and 
leave their ma- 
chines online 
to process data 
when not in 
use. Research- 
ers are hop- 
ing to harness the large amount 
of computing power harnessed 
from thousands of  Internet- 
linked PS3 machines to process 
the high-volume of data collected 
in laboratories. 

Sony claims that researchers 
will be able cut the time neces- 
sary to process their data by up 
to 20 times with the help of a 
global network of PlayStation3s. 
The machines are equipped with 
state-of-the-art 3.2 gigahertz cell 


microprocessors. 

The PS3 went on sale in the 
U.S. on Nov. 17 and attracted 
thousands of eager gamers and 
businesses at electronics stores 
across the country. The excite- 
ment built up into general dis- 
order at where 
police were forced to disperse 
rowdy crowds. In Connecticut, a 
man was shot by two armed men 
who demanded his wallet as he 
Waited in line. 


several locales 


— Ravi Gupta 


Cancer Center 
receives $20 Mil. 


A Johns Hopkins Kimmel 
Cancer Center research team has 
been awarded $20 million of the 
$120 million Ludwig Fund. The 
newly Ludwig Center 
will also receive $2 million every 
following year. 

Co-directors Bert Vogelstein, 
M.D. and Kenneth Kinzler, Ph.D. 
have been consistently 
nized as two world-ranked sci- 
entists. They have done innova- 
tive studies on genetic mutations 
leading up to cancer. 

Their works include a map of 
mutations associated with breast 
and colon cancer, which consti- 
tutes most of our current under- 
standing of cancer and helps 


formed 


recog- 


with the development of future 
therapeutic methods. 
Dana-Farber Cancer Center at 
Harvard, Memorial Sloan-Ketter- 
ing Cancer Center, Massachusetts 
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Hopkins Cancer Center will receive $20 million to facilitate research projects. 
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Institute of Technology, Stanford 
and University of Chicago are the 
five other Ludwig Centers to be 
awarded the grant. All six cen- 
ters will be researching with as- 
sociated branches worldwide. 
Cindy Chen 


UCLA student 
tased by police 


UCLA student Mostafa Tabata- 
bainejad was shocked with a Tas- 
er at least four times by campus 
police officers after he reportedly 
failed to show his student identi- 
fication for a routine check at 11 
p.m. in the Powell Library and re- 
fused to leave the library. 

According to one witness, Ta- 
batabainejad 


was stunned 
even after 
he had been 


handcuffed. 
[he taser was 
placed on the 
“drive stun,” 
which 
it was placed 
in direct con- 
tact with Ta- 
batabainejad’s 
skin instead 
of shooting 
barbed,  skin- 
penetrating 
probes. This 
lessens the ef- 
fect of the volts 
on the central 


means 


nervous sys- 
tem. 
Mangy 


learned of the 
incident from a 
video captured 
on, a student's 
cell phone and 
quickly shared on Web sites such 
as YouTube.com. During, the tape, 
Tabatabainejad can be overheard 
making several outbursts, includ- 
ing “I’m not fighting you,” “I said 
| would leave” and “Here’s your 
Patriot Act. Here’s your f—king 
abuse of power.” The video also 
shows that bystanders who asked 
for the police officers’ names 
and badge numbers were simi- 
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larly threatened with a taser. The 
school stated it would pursue an 
investigation into the officer’s ac- 
tions. ; 

[he University of California 
Police Department issued a press 
release that stated the officers re- 
quested that Tabatabainejad leave 
several times before taking action. 

A protest condemning the po- 
lice was held and included mem- 
bers of UCLA staff, faculty, stu- 
dents and community members. 
fabatabainejad will be filing a 
lawsuit against the university po- 
lice. His lawyer stated in an an- 
nouncement that Tabatabainejad, 
an American citizen of Iranian 
decent, felt he was asked to show 
his identification because of ra- 
cial profiling. 


— Marie Cushing 
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UCLA students protest against taser used against a student. 
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Just out of reach of Rhodes 
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“During these meetings we dis- 
We 
discuss how it is possible to con- 
nect the disparate things that 


cuss revisions and strategy 


people do. For instance, one ap- 
plicant may play the violin and 


also study 


How 
can these two different interests 


be explained in a 1,000-word es- 


neuroscience 


say?” Dean Bader explained 
Applicants also research the 

University of Oxford, the pro- 

grams it offers and the protessors 

who are in charge of each pro- 

gram 

described 


Bader the “ty pl- 


cal” successful Rhodes appli- 
cant. “There isn’t one profile for 
a successful Rhodes applicant; 
there isn’t a formula. With every 
applicant who is remotely inter- 
ested, | meet with them; I work 
to help them communicate their 
uniqueness. We try to find what 
separates him or her from the 
other candidates. This is very 
important for every student, 
whether you are applying to be 
a Rhodes Scholar, applying to 
graduate schools or looking for 
a job.” 

Bader explained that the most 
difficult aspect of the process is 
interviewing. “We prepare them 
very well for the interview pro- 
cess. The applicants partake in a 
series of mock interviews leading 
up to the finals. The outcome is 
very hard to predict.” 

In 2001, Westley Moore suc- 
cessfully won a Rhodes Scholar- 
ship. Moore is the founder and 
executive director of the STAND 
Program, which works with Bal- 
timore City youth in the criminal 
justice system. A first lieutenant 


#1 Spring Break Web site! 
Low prices guaranteed. 
Group discounts for 6+. 
Book 20 people, get 3 free 
trips! 


www.SpingBreakDis- 
counts.com 


L a 


or 
800-838-8202. | 


inthe U.S. Army, he was regimen- 
tal commander at Valley 
Military Academy and College 


Forge 


where he earned his associate's 
degree in 1998 

In addition to that, Moore 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at 
Hopkins and is a Public Policy- 
International Affairs 
Princeton. His research on 


Fellow. at 
the 
ettect of music on social change 
took him to Korea, South Africa, 
Cuba and Spain. Moore sings in 
the Hopkins Gospel Choir, acts 
in theater productions, plays var- 
sity football and basketball and 
serves on the Central Maryland 
Board of Directors for the March 
of Dimes. 

In 2004, Wen Shi successfully 
won a Rhodes Scholarship. He 
is a senior at Hopkins majoring 
in biology. A Goldwater Scholar, 
he won first place in the National 
Science Olympiad and has co-au- 
thored four papers. A Howard 
Hughes fellow, he co-founded 
a program to teach sex educa- 
tion and violence prevention to 
incarcerated youth. Shi came to 
the U.S. when he was 16 years 
old and learned English as a sec- 
ond language. He will complete 
a doctorate in medical oncology 
at Oxford. 

The prestigious Rhodes Schol- 
arship is the oldest international 
fellowship. It was initiated after 
the death of Cecil John Rhodes 
and has been awarded to appli- 
cants annually since 1902. 

The highly coveted scholar- 
ship provides the successful can- 
didate with two years of study at 
the University of Oxford in Eng- 
land. Each year approximately a 
thousand endorsed candidates 
compete for the 32 U.S. Rhodes 
Scholarships. 

Some famous Rhodes scholars 
are Edwin P. Hubble, J. William 
Fulbright, William J. Clinton and 
George Stephanopoulos. 

To apply you must be a U.S. 
citizen, have academic standing 


sufficient enough to complete a | 


bachelor’s degree by Oct. 1, be 18 
years old by that date and have a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
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is ranked 18th in population size 
Only two larger cities — Mem- 
phis, Tenn. and Detroit — have 
no smoking bans. Baltimore is 
one of the few remaining cities 
on the list without a ban. We’re 
no longer on the cutting edge, 
we're the caboose.” 

Curran said he helped to spon- 
sor the bill because of the health 
issues involved. “400,000 Ameri- 
cans die every year from smoking 
related illnesses. 53,000 to 58,000 
Americans die every 
secondhand 


year trom 
smoke. For every 
eight people that the tobacco in- 
dustry kills, it kills one non-smok- 
er through involuntary inhalation 
of secondhand smoke,” Curran 
said. “150 to 200 Baltimoreans die 
every year from illnesses related 
to secondhand smoke.” 

With bans already in place in 
Howard, Talbot, Montgomery and 
Prince George’s counties, Carran 
said, “There is no excuse that Bal- 
timoreans have to be second-class 
citizens in their own state.” 

Curran hopes that the Balti- 
more ban may lead to more state- 
wide action. “The ban in New 
York followed a ban in New York 
City, Massachusetts followed 
Boston. Soon Pennsylvania will 
follow Philadelphia. If Baltimore 
comes aboard, Maryland will be- 
come the next state.” A statewide 
smoking ban has been brought 
up before the legislator and re- 
jected each year since 2003. 

When it comes to passage of 
the bill, “I’m not going to take 
any chances,” Curran said. The 
bill will go for its second reading 
on Dec. 7, and the third reading 
will occur on Jan. 22, 2007. Curran 
said the delay is a calculated ef- 
fort to halt passage of the bill un- 
til Mayor Martin O’Malley leaves 
his position to become governor 
of Maryland. While Martin has 
not commented on the bill, he 
has previously declared his sup- 
port of a statewide ban instead of 
local provisions. Curran said that 
mayor-elect Sheila Dixon, the 
current president of the council 
who received her master’s degree 
from Hopkins, will most likely 
approve the measure. 
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According to one study by the School of Public Health, over $523.8 million Is spent on smoking-related illnesses in Maryland. 


A February 2006 study from 
the Bloomberg School of Public 
Health entitled “The Economic 
Impact of Secondhand Smoke in 
Maryland,” measured the eco- 
nomic cost of exposure to sec- 
ondhand smoke, which includes 
“physician visits, visits to the 
emergency room, hospitaliza- 
tions and the economic value of 
premature deaths.” 

The study found that costs 
related to childhood illness and 
death totaled $73.8 million, and 
costs related to adult illness and 
premature death were around 
$523.8 million. The study also re- 
ported that “in a work environ- 
ment, ‘passive’ smokers — those 
breathing secondhand smoke 
— actually inhale higher concen- 
trations of several toxins and car- 
cinogens than primary smokers.” 

One of the major opponents to 
the proposed smoking ban has 
been the Restaurant Association 
of Maryland (RAM). According 
to their Web site, RAM’s opposi- 
tion to the ban stems from “the 
negative economic impact such 
ordinances impose on smaller 
independent establishments. 
Contrary to what smoking ban 
supporters say, restaurants and 
bars do suffer significant reve- 
nue losses as a result of smoking 
bans.” Melvin Thompson, vice 
president of government relations 
for the Restaurant Association of 
Maryland, could not be reached 
for comment before press time. 

RAM points to sales tax records 


from the Maryland Comptroller's 
Office as a sign of how smaller 
restaurants and bars that serve al- 
cohol would be most affected by 
the ban. “Because many customers 
who smoke also drink, prohibiting 
smoking in bars and in bars and 
restaurants destroys the lucrative 
profits derived from alcohol sales. 
While larger establishments and 
chain restaurants may be able to 
compensate for lost alcohol profits 
through the high volume of dining 
customers they serve, smaller in- 
dependent operators who lose al- 
cohol profits are often forced to cut 
costs, slash employee hours, layoff 
staff or shut down business com- 
pletely.” Data that RAM collected 
shows an 11 percent decline in 
sales in smoke-free Talbot County. 
A study by the University of 
Maryland conducted in October 
2005 shows “that the Montgomery 
County smoke-free ordinance had 
little if any impact on taxable sales 
or employment in the hospitality 
business within the county.” 
According to the study, busi- 
ness growth and revenue was the 
same for other urban Maryland 
counties where the ban was not 
implemented. The study, entitled 
“The Impact of the Montgomery 
County Smoke Free Ordinance 
on Restaurant Sales and Employ- 
ment,” also reported that “employ- 
ment in full service restaurants 
and bars increased slightly in 
Montgomery County ... while em- 
ployment decreased slightly in res- 
taurants without liquor licenses.” 


‘ISmoking ban proponents 
have] been employing the same 
misleading tactic nationwide — 
using industry-wide sales data 
to downplay the negative im- 
pact that smoking bans have on 
a specific segment of the restau- 
rant industry,” Thompson said 
in a RAM press release. “This 
remains a controversial issue and 
an uphill battle. But the debate 
should begin with data that is ac- 
curate and relevant.” 

According to Curran, the bill 
has an “80 percent approval rating 
from the general public. Sixty per- 
cent of smokers support the ban.” 
With this support, Curran does not 
predict much backlash to the law. 

“Banning smoking on_air- 
planes does not'affect passenger 
revenues,” RAM said in a state- 
ment from their Web site. “Ban- 
ning smoking in offices and retail 
stores does not affect business rev- 
enue. To deny hospitality business 
owners the right to make market- 
based decisions on issues that im- 
pact their bottom lines is a slap in 
the face of free enterprise.” 

“The Restaurant Association 
of America continues SS AUEURD cx. 
the scientific data. That T find rep- 
rehensible,” Kari Appler, director 
of Smoke Free Maryland, said. “I 
think they’re misguided. I under- 
stand that they're fearful. They 
know and we know that smoke 
free is coming. It’s only a matter 
of time.” Appler said Smoke Free 
Maryland is a strong supporter 
of the bill. 





Report: City crime rates jump in past year 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al 
Crime rates vary by neighbor- 
hood, with each having different 
population densities, dominant 
economic status and presence 
and strength of law enforcement 
— in much the same way cities 
themselves vary. 

As for the neighborhood sur- 
rounding Hopkins, Skrodzki 
said, “When you look at recent 
crime statistics for the Northern 
Police District where the Univer- 
sity is located you will find a low- 
er crime rate in contrast with oth- 
er areas of the city. We attribute 
the relatively lower incidence 
of crime on campus and areas 
proximate to the campus to the 
multi-layered security presence 
established over a year ago.” 

That increased security pres- 
ence was introduced as a re- 
sponse to the murders of senior 
Linda Trinh in 2005 and junior 
Christopher Elser in 2004. 

Morgan Quitno is an inde- 
pendent research and publish- 
ing group that specializes in data 
collection and comparison so that 
cities and states can be ranked 
in various categories. They rank 
“safe” and “dangerous” cities ac- 
cording to crime rate. Data for 
each city’s crime rate per 100,000 
people are collected in six cat- 
egories — murder, rape, robbery, 
aggravated assault, burglary 
and auto theft. The data is then 
plugged into a formula that calcu- 
lates how the crime rates in each 
category compare to the national 
average. The result for each cat- 
egory is then multiplied by a cer- 
tain number, with each grouping 
getting equal weight so that the 
city’s ranking is based on pure 
quantity of crime as a whole. The 
final score is determined by total- 
ing the weighted numbers for all 
six categories. Cities are ranked 
according to this score. _ 

The ways in which campus life 
have been affected by Baltimore’s 
prevalent crime has varied over 
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The district where JHU is located has a lower crime rate than the rest of Baltimore. 


time and according to the individ- 
ual priorities of students. When 
junior Alexandra Eager was ap- 
plying to Hopkins, campus safety 
was not as prevalent a concern. 

“It wasn’t as much a factor for 
me as it was for later classes,” she 
said. 

In contrast, freshman Jamie 
MacGillis said, “I definitely did 
consider the crime rate when I 
was looking at Hopkins.” 

However, after considering 
the locations of the other colleges 
to which she was applying and 
comparing their crime rates to 
Baltimore's, she found that they 
did not seem much safer. 

“My father and I talked to a 
security officer, who was very 
comforting. They seemed to have 
things under control here on 
campus,” she continued. 

Developments in campus se- 
curity this school year include 
deployment of Segways that in- 
crease the mobility of officers on 
and off campus and a campus- 
wide public awareness poster 
campaign. 


Additionally, a Hopkins Crime 


Watch program administered by 
the Baltimore Police Department 
has been established through 
Campus Security. The Crime 


id 


Watch, according to Skrodzki, is 
designed to enlist students, fac- 
ulty and staff as added eyes and 
ears in crime prevention. 

Approximately 80 percent of 
Hopkins undergraduate students 
reside within the patrolling area 
of Campus Security. Their geo- 
graphical patrol boundaries are 
drawn north at 39th Street, south 
at 30th Street, east at Guilford 
Avenue and west at San Martin 
Drive. 

Currently, the most common 
crime on campus is theft. 

“Investigations have revealed 
the majority of thefts can be at- 
tributed to property left unat- 
tended or not properly secured,” 
Skrodzki said. 

According to the FBI's Uni- 
form Crime Report for 2005, there 
were 3,910 robberies and 7,338 
home burglaries reported to po- 
lice in Baltimore city. This com- 
pares somewhat to 3,502 robber- 
ies in Washington, D.C. and pales 
in contrast to over 10,000 robber- 
les reported in Philadelphia last 
year. Yet Baltimore employs the 
least number of full-time law 
enforcement officers of the three 
cities at 3,034 compared to 3,757 


in Washington, D.C. and 6,636 i 
Philadelphia. : : i 
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The Johns Hopkins Orientation program is inviting 
you to be a part of the 2007 program. Take the 


Opportunity to welcome the 


Class of 2011. 
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Available November 13, 2006 


www.orientation.jhu.edu/Levering Hall 102 
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Available January 29, 2007 
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10:00 A.M. to 4:00 PM. 








Neighborhood Opening 
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| BARNES@-NOBLE 


JOHNS HOPKINS 


Join GHCC, JHU, and fellow community 1 
| | members on December 9, 2006 from 10 AM to 4 PM at | 
1 the new Barnes & Noble Johns Hopkins. 

| Meet outstanding authors, enjoy refreshments and win | 
great door prizes from local businesses! 
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Johns Hopkins University Press 





Visit www.greaterhomewood.org for more details 


The Greater Homewood Adult Literacy Program established in 1989, provides 
quality learner-centered instruction to fight illiteracy and help foreign-born residents 
improve English language skills, thereby increasing adults’ abilities to contribute to 

their families, work places, and communities in the Baltimore metropolitan area. 
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EDITORIAL 
Is this justice? 


In a previous editorial (“Sigma Chi’s Long 
Night,” Nov. 2) we expressed our expectation that 
the University administration would respond to 
the Sigma Chi Halloween controversy by taking 
the actions necessary to initiate a process of healing 
on campus. We regret to report that they have done 
precisely the opposite. The University’s excessive 
punishment of Justin Park has galvanized those 
who refuse to acknowledge the hurtful nature of 
his statements. 

Park’s three semester suspension is positively 
draconian. This situation demanded justice, but 
with its egregious overreaction the Conduct Board 
has succeeded only in making a martyr of a student 
who should properly be maligned for his actions. 

We have several worries about this punishment. 
First, if the goal of punishment is rehabilitation 
then we do not see how this one can succeed. There 
seems little doubt that Park will respond with justi- 
fiable resentment. The community service require- 
ment — say, in an AIDS clinic, so that Park may ful- 
ly fathom the terrible gravity of the malady he plays 
for laughs — is reasonable, but how will a year-and- 
a-half suspension elucidate for Park the nebulous 
barrier between comedy and offense? As far as he is 
concerned, he is being kicked out of school because 
of a bad joke and, if his Op-Ed in the Nov. 9 issue 
of the News-Letter is any indication, no one has con- 
vinced him that his invitation was anything other 
than misconstrued. 

[hat invitation is closely related to our second 
concern. All but one of the charges against Park 
apply to the content of the invitation. Therefore, 
Park is being punished, in large part, for statements 
posted on a Web site not connected with Hopkins. 
This represents a grave and alarming precedent. 
Anything a Hopkins student places online, on any 
server, under any domain is, apparently, within the 
oversight of the administration. What if, for exam- 
ple, a student admits online that he or she is an un- 
derage drinker? Can the University assert that the 
student is in violation of the school’s policy on un- 
derage drinking? The determination of the Conduct 
Board suggests that it can. The surveillance culture 
at Hopkins (recall last year’s installation of a video- 
monitoring system throughout the campus) is fast 
becoming untenable. 

Third, we are not confident that Park received fair 
treatment during his hearing. He was found guilty 
on all charges, so let us address them specifically, 
disregarding the matter of whether the content of 
a third-party Web site lies under the jurisdiction of 
the University. 

“Failing to respect the rights of others and to 
refrain from behavior that impairs the University’s 
purpose or its reputation in the community.” We 
see no way in which the rights of anyone were in- 
fringed upon by Park’s actions. Sensibilities, yes. 

Rights, no. Park’s behavior obviously harmed the 
reputation of the University, but can a person be 


guilty of half a charge? 

“Failure to comply with the directions of a Uni- 
versity administrator.” Park’s posting of a mini- 
mally altered invitation after being told to remove 
his earlier one by Greek Life Coordinator Robert 
Turning is tantamount to failure to comply with a 
University official’s instructions. Guilty. 

“Conduct in violation of the U niversity’s anti-ha- 
rassment policy.” The University’s anti-harassment 
policy explicitly proscribes “inappropriate jokes.” 
Park is clearly guilty of this, although we worry 
that such a category is grossly subjective and open 
to abuse. 

“Conduct or a pattern of conduct that harasses 
a person or group.” There is no pattern of conduct 
in this case, which we believe is an indication of 
a lack of intent to offend on Park’s part. However, 
if, as before, harassment involves the rendition of 
“inappropriate jokes,” Park is guilty. This seems a 
redundant charge. 

“Intimidation of any person, which results in lim- 
iting his/her access to all aspects of life at the Uni- 
versity.” The aspect of life to be accessed in this case 
was Sigma Chi’s Halloween party. There is no proof 
that any students were barred from the door. Park 
cannot be considered guilty of this charge. The invi- 
tation was posted openly online — all were invited. 

Thus, it would appear that Park’s punishment 
is based upon findings of guilt in more areas than 
could be credibly allowed. The same criticism can 
be made in the case of the fraternity itself. The Sig- 


ma Chi fraternity cannot possibly be guilty of dis- | 
respecting the rights of others, although it, indeed, | 


failed to supervise its membership sufficiently and 
deserves punishment for that. 

Park, however, should not be too quick to blame 
others for this result. Instead of apologizing effu- 
sively, he chose to strike a defensive tone through- 
out the controversy. In his Op-Ed he attempted, pu- 
erilely, to justify his hurtful statements, as though 


the fact of Baltimore’s high incidence of AIDS makes | 


a reference to an “HIV pit” any less offensive. Fur- 
thermore, the notion that the origins of some of his 
statements in the mouths of rappers or comedians 
absolves him of responsibility for their insulting 
content is plainly absurd. He is no crusader for first 
amendment rights — he is just a kid who doesn’t re- 
alize that Dave Chappelle can get away with more 
than most of us. 

On Wednesday, a rally in solidarity with Park 
was held on N. Charles Street, which ought to 
make abundantly clear that Park, who should not 
be the victim, has become exactly that in the eyes 


of many Hopkins students. For that, the University | 


is at fault. It has proven itself inept in handling his 
punishment. 

Worst of all, any race-related problems that ex- 
ist at Hopkins have likely been exacerbated by the 
decision. The verdict of Nov. 20 is simply breeding 
more anger. 





Needless lung legislation 


Smoking cigarettes, if you’re over 18, is legal. 
You wouldn’t know it from the slew of laws passed 
throughout the country in recent years, banning 
smoking in bars and restaurants, one city ordinance 
at a time. These bans are indicative of a disturbing 
trend sweeping the country (and, indeed, other na- 
tions in the industrialized world): the seemingly 
unstoppable rise of the nanny state. 

No, we're not shilling for the crooks in the to- 
bacco business. We’re just not happy with the gov- 
ernment — be it local, state or federal — legislating 
our choices. If a restaurant or bar owner wants to 
allow smoking in his or her establishment, the de- 
cision should not lie with bureaucrats and elected 
officials. Love it or lump it, businesses are private 
properties and, as such, proprietors should deter- 
mine whether a legal act will be banned on their 
premises. 

Customers who don’t wish to be subjected to sec- 


ond-hand smoke have that option with or without" 


the invasive law. They can sit in non-smoking areas 


of restaurants, or go to bars at which smoking is for- 
bidden by right of the owner. If there is a market 
for smoke-free restaurants — and we've no doubt 
there is — they will proliferate without govern- 
ment intervention. Just as one can change the chan- 
nel when exposed to an offensive TV show, one can 
also choose a different restaurant. 

To a degree, the new law is intended to protect 
the employees of restaurants and bars who feel they 
are at risk of secondhand smoke. But this seems a 
needless overextension of labor protections. Just 
as we judge potential jobs on the basis of the com- 
pensation they offer, we are also capable of judg- 
ing them in regard to the exposure to secondhand 
smoke they may necessitate 

Obviously, the elimination of smoking is a wor- 
thy public health goal, however, we are receiving 
mixed messages from the government. Are ciga- 
rettes legal or are they not? Perhaps what this coun- 
try needs is a full-scale referendum on the matter, 
rather than these piecemeal measures. 





The city t 


Don't freak out but, apparently, Baltimore can be 
a dangerous city. 

That fact was reaffirmed — and quite vigorously 
— in a recent study by the well-respected Mor- 
gan Quitno Group that ranks Baltimore the third 
most dangerous major city in the country and the 
11th most dangerous city overall. Only Detroit and 
Washington, D.C. — familiar entries at the top of 
the annual report — were deemed more crime-rid- 
den than Baltimore. 

The study verifies a reality that has been appar- 
ent to residents of the city for some time: Parts of 
Baltimore, like any other major urban area, can be 
perilous. That fact has even hit close to home for 
Hopkins students on two tragic occasions — the 
murders of senior Linda Trinh in 2005 and junior 
Chris Elser in 2004. 

But none of this should be taken as a sign that 
students here in the comfortably offset Charles Vil- 
lage are any less safe than they have been in the 
past. In fact, thanks to infrastructure improvements 
and an injection of much-needed cash, the number 
of on-campus crimes in the past year has plunged. 
~ Certainly reports like this are useful for various 

_ social and political reasons — but they do no good, 
and in fact much harm, when taken as “evidence” 
that Hopkins is located in a dangerous place. As 
m and even common sense will show, pre- 
. posite is the case. Hopkins is as safe a 
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place to go to school as any other college in a major 
urban area. This is due in no small part to the loca- 
tion of Homewood campus, conveniently nestled 
in the practically suburban Charles Village. When 
you compare its location to those of schools such 
as Yale, in New Haven, or the University of Penn- 
sylvania, in Philadelphia, you might even find our 
situation more favorable than those of some other 
fine schools. 

That being said, there is no denying the recent 
crime wave off campus. 33rd Street and East Uni- 
versity Parkway have been hit particularly hard by 
a raft of burglaries. Students living in off-campus 
housing should be take precautions. Hopkins secu- 
rity is available to counsel you — visit their office 
behind Shriver Hall if you want advice about how 
to protect yourself and your property. 

These numbers don’t mean that Hopkins stu- 
dents or, more likely, their parents should enter 
crisis mode. Those who act smart can find much to 
enjoy in Baltimore without feeling insecure. Most 
of the city’s crime occurs outside areas of cultural 
interest. Regions of the city in which crime is ram- 
pant are easily avoidable. 

Baltimore is not “safe,” but this is nothing new. 
And if that angers you, just think about how in- 
censed departing Governor Robert Ehrlich must 
feel. If he had these numbers a month ago, he might 


_ have won a second term. 


MSE article got 
the facts wrong 


As Symposium chairs, we were 
troubled to see the News-Letter ar- 
ticley “Despite popularity, MSE 
falls into Debt” of Nov. 16. 

The article was false on many 
accounts. The school did not ma- 
liciously cut our funding. There 
was a miscommunication in re- 
gard to our allotted funding, but 
| this was simply a mistake, and 
the administration is taking mea- 
sures to fix their error. The article 
falsely alleges that this was in- 
tentionally cut. 

The journalistic tactics of the 
reporter and the editors were 
| very troubling. This sensational- 
ist reporting is nothing new to 
| the News-Letter. Earlier this year, 
you ran an article titled “Cor- 
porations Sponsor MSE Sympo- 
sium” when we in fact had ZERO 
corporate sponsors. Moreover, 
the body of the article never even 
mentions the word corporation! 
Other articles published false in- 
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formation, and quotes were made 
up in our name regularly. 

Like every year, the process 
of collecting pledged money, and 
paying expenses has continued 
past the final speech. As we con- 
tinue this process, it is very un- 
likely that the symposium will 
hold any debt whatsoever. 

We asked that the reporter 
keep financial information off 
the record until we had a bet- 
ter idea of our situation. While 
she has the right (in poor tact) 
to publish this information, she 
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didn’t cite any additional sourc- 
es. The administration is accused 
of severe wrongdoing, yet the re- 
porter failed to interview anyone 
from this party. Ironically, mini- 
mal research would have shown 
the reporter that the administra- 
tor who is wrongly blamed is in 
fact her own newsletter advisor! 
Good luck at your next advisory 
meeting! 


Steven Farber and Arash 
Massoudi 
2006 MSE Symposium Co-Chairs 
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Simon Waxman 


Above the Idiocy 


irst they said you'd go crazy. 

Sure, you'd laugh a little, but 

soon you'd pull out an axe and 

chop some helpless damsel to 

bits. Then they told you you'd 
kill yourself. When that didn‘ work, 
they tried to convince you you'd soon be 
on to harder stuff. Next, they said you'd 
fry your brain. When you played Pac- 
Man at the arcade, you were informed 
that winners don’t do them. Now they 
say you're not being yourself. 

They are the U.S. government and 
they’re telling you and me and our pre- 
decessors about drugs — specifically, 
marijuana. 

That last line is the guiding light be- 
hind the most recent nonsensical drivel 
to emerge from the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), related 
organizations, and the Madison Avenue 
hacks who are only too willing to snag a 
piece of the $20 billion wasted annually 
on the war on drugs. 

The new campaign is called “Above 
the Influence.” Television ads began ear- 
lier in the fall, but only emerged in full 
force in the beginning of November, no 
doubt in order to encourage voters to 
cast their ballots in opposition to several 
pro-marijuana policy initiatives under 
consideration on Nov. 7. 

But the wider goal of the campaign, 
as usual, is to deceive. Americans are 
too savvy to be swayed by the bold 
lies of the past, which is why anti-drug 
advertising has evolved into subtler 
forms. No longer do government cam- 
paigns even attempt to suggest that 
marijuana is detrimental to one’s health 
— it is, when smoked, but no more so 


than cigarettes — or that it is a gateway | 


to heroin. The days of Reefer Madness 
are, thankfully, no more. Instead, they 
have undertaken a far more insidious 
and condescending strategy. 

The newest scare tactic runs as fol- 
lows: If you smoke pot, you're not being 
true to yourself. You’re succumbing to 
the influences of others. The fundamen- 
tal assumption of the campaign is that 
no one could possibly elect of his her 


own volition to use recreational mari- 


juana. Only through denying oneself 
and acquiescing to manipulation could 
one be suckered into using marijuana. 
One ad, entitled “Transformation,” 
shows a young man allowing others to 
select his clothing and hairstyle, while 


forcing a joint into his lips and a bottle | 


into his hands. Others feature the tagline 
“that ain’t me” as teen and college-age 
actors express regret over allowing their 
friends to persuade them into smoking a 
little dope. 

All of this, of course, is preposterous. 
The government can’t tell anyone why 
pot is bad for them because there is no 
evidence to support the claim. Marijuana 
is less addictive than nicotine or alcohol, 
has no effect on intelligence, does not 
cause brain damage or violent behavior 
and cannot be Scientifically linked to 
use of other drugs. Thus, the anti-drug 
crusaders have conceded the point in the 
hope that they can prey on the anxieties 
of young people desperately struggling 
to assert their individuality. 

The insincerity of a campaign that pro- 
pagandizes young people into rejecting 
the influence of others should be obvious. 
The proponents of the war on drugs think 
were so dim that we'll blindly swallow 
their slogans without realizing that they 
are devoid of substance. 

But “Above the Influence” and pre- 
cursors like “Just Say No” constitute 
nothing but marketing. The ONDCP 
and related organizations are not wag- 
ing a war on drugs, they are fighting for 
bureaucratic survival. There are no ethi- 
cal or health concerns associated with 
responsible marijuana use, but if the 
public were aware of this then it would 
demand that the war on drugs be mas- 
sively scaled down, that billions of dol- 


_ lars in federal fat be trimmed. 


What “Above the Influence” is trying 
to do, therefore, is assert a default posi- 


-— tion against marijuana use. The normal 


mode of a human being, they claim, is 


s to be against the use of marijuana. This 
-- is a somewhat ingenious idea: Young 
people tend to pursue conformity with 


an almost feral ferocity. While there is 


_ no basis for this norm, as long as Amer- 


~ icans buy into it, the ONDCP and their 


cronies will continue to have their jobs 
and the moralists who so enjoy control- 
ling the bodies of others will be satis- 


But, if we are truly above the influence 


we will refuse continuing government 
- persecution and trust ourselves not to 
a 





our intelligence to the anti-pot 
apparatus in Washington. Ironically, it 
“Transformation” that holds the key. 
Vhen you give up the ability to decide 
yourself,” the announcer says, you 
p what makes you you” 

mon Waxman is the News-Letter Opin- 
editor. He is a senior international stud- 
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OPINIONS 


I, lor one, do not welcome our corpo 


n Dec. 8, a new Chipotle 
restaurant will open at the 
corner of 32 and Saint Paul 
streets. For those who may 
be unaware of this Mecca 
of Mexican fare, Chipotle is a “fast ca- 
sual” restaurant that serves, in its own 
words, “gourmet burritos and_ tacos.” 
What sets a gourmet burrito apart from 
a normal one, you might ask? Most im- 
portant, it would seem, is the quality of 
the ingredients. But also, it’s about the 
sheer quantity of these ingredients that 
are packed into a single 13-inch shell. 
According to http://www.chipotle- 
fan.com, a Chipotle burrito with Barba- 
coa beef, cilantro rice, black beans, fajita 
vegetables, salsa, cheese, sour cream, 
guacamole, lettuce, pepper vinaigrette 
and a side of chips weighs in at a whop- 
ping 2,287 calories — with 1,076 calories 
from fat. Speaking of the fat, you'll be 
consuming about 120 grams of it, 30 of 
them saturated. You'll also get an in- 
credible 5,903 grams of sodium. Add 
a 20-ounce Coke (if your stomach lin- 
ing can expand to fit it) and the calorie 
count on your mega-burrito breaks the 
2,500 mark. 

Of course, you can order a healthier 
meal (without chips and soda) that will 
be under 1,000 calories, but I doubt we 

| Hopkins students plan to skimp on these 

| extras. Fortunately, most of us still have 
fairly active metabolisms. For those who 
don’t, avoid Chipotle at all cost. 

Chipotle expends a lot of effort posi- 
tioning itself as a healthy alternative to 
other fast-food choices, and certainly its 

| ingredients are of a higher quality than 
those of Burger King, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, or its former parent company, 
| McDonald’s. However, the dramatic 
| numbers quoted above say something 
| remarkable about what’s happening to 
| Charles Village: It’s becoming a lot like 
the rest of our super-sized, preprocessed 
America. 

The opening of Chipotle represents 

a significant step in the development 





Joshua Robinson 





of Charles Village into more of a col- 
lege town. This process began with the 
Barnes and Noble, designed as the an- 
chor for new commercial development 
in the neighborhood. Now, with Chipo- 
tle, we have our first true chain restau- 
rant, replete with remarkably unhealthy, 
super-caloric offerings. Soon we’ll also 
have a Cold Stone Creamery and a full- 
size Starbucks (yes, in addition to the 
smaller one in the bookstore, half a block 
away!). 

We need fewer of these mass-pro- 
duced places around here and more lo- 
cal joints like Carma’s Café, a sidewalk 
café on 32nd Street. where the food is 
homemade and the proprietor herself 
looks after the customers as she would 
her own children. 

While the new additions to Charles 
Village will spur more economic activ- 
ity in the community, the lion’s share 
of these benefits will go to stores like 


Barnes and Noble and Chipotle, rather 
than local owners. We'll lose out on the 
unique, shabby-but-loveable culture of 
Charles Village. 

There are a few things that neighbor- 
hood places can do, however, to remain 
viable in the face of these new threats. 
One of the most important is for more lo- 
cal stores to sign on to the J-Cash system, 
which allows students to pay for pur- 
chases using their ID cards rather than 
cash. Stores that use J-Cash in this area 
receive a far greater share of the student 
market than those that don't. 

Local stores should also position 
themselves as uniquely belonging to 
Charles Village. That can mean appeal- 
ing directly to students by actively sup- 
porting Hopkins athletics with banners 
and signs, as Eddie’s Market and Rocky 
Run do. It can also mean playing up the 
down-home gestalt of places like Car- 
ma’s and Sam’s Bagels. Appealing to lo- 


With the exception of editort- 

als, the opinions expressed here are 
those of the contributors. They are 
not necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 
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calist sentiments will help these venues 
continue to thrive despite the intrusion 
of chain stores. 

The introduction of a store like 
Chipotle does have certain advantages. 
Such stores will bring more business 
to Charles Village, and local merchants 
will get secondary benefits from influx 
of outsiders who wouldn't have visited 
the neighborhood otherwise. They will 
also drive up the overall level of qual- 
ity of offerings in the area as these local 
merchants attempt to “keep up” with 
their new, highly polished competitors. 

However, we stand to lose a lot cul- 
turally if we let Charles Village turn 
into another cookie-cutter commercial 
district. I sincerely hope that our local 


merchants work actively to turn these 


threats into an opportunity, without los- 


ing our local flavor. 


— Joshua Robinson is a senior International 
Studies major from Potomac, Md. 





| 
| By BROOKE NEVILS 


hen we seniors gradu- 
ate in May, our brains 
will be worth $170,560 
each. 

At times, it’s hard to 
believe that I’m paying for my four years 
at MSE — but I decided to come to Hop- 
kins because I knew that my $170,560 
brain was an investment. After all, who 
wouldn’t want to hire a $170,560 brain? 

$170,560 — that plus another $63,700 
and I'd have a baseline Aston Martin V12 
Vanquish. But it’s alright. I don’t regret 
the decision. With this education, I'll 
have an Aston Martin a couple years out 
— and I'll pick whatever package comes 
with James Bond. 

That, or I'll still be on my parents’ 
couch. 

While the whole “I-don’t-know-if-I’m- 
going-to-get-a-job, I’m-going-to-live-in- 
a-cardboard-box” thing isn’t exactly fun, 
I have loved every minute of my classes. 
I worked hard and made good grades. 





Brooke Nevils is a senior Writing Seminars 
and political science major from St. Louis, 
MO. 


By HEATHER BARBAKOFF 


suppose I came to college fairly 
naive: I marveled at the lack of 
curfew, embraced the newfound 
freedom of being on my own and, I 
admit, rejoiced in the opportunity 
to select my own courses. But I was most 
reen when it came to the bane of every 
college student's existence: midterms. 

In high school, midterms marked a 
halfway point and each class had only 
one. Imagine my surprise when I come 
to Hopkins, and suddenly I have two, 
three midterms in a class and I sit at a 
dining hall table with friends studying 
for a new midterm every two weeks. 
What happened to the halfway point? 





I pondered this on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, after having woken up 
from four hours of sleep with a raging 
caffeine headache. I had spent 10 hours 
at the library the day before, pushing 
myself to get everything ready on time. 
Despite my efforts it just seemed as 
though, in the battle between midterm 
and student, it was clear who was going 


to win. 





Making internships count 


But when I asked my supervisor over the 
summer for career advice, her response 
was frightening. 

“Take the GPA and the Dean’s List 
crap off your resume. Pure waste of 
space.” Her rationale? 

“Of course you're smart. If I want to 
hire a nerd, I'll recruit at Harvard. Show 
me what you've done.” 

Ouch. All those hours on B-level — 
well, okay, M-level — and for what? 

Don’t get me wrong: I know that my 
Hopkins degree will make a difference. 
It already has. I’ve managed to get in- 
ternships in a variety of fields without 
having any prior experience, largely 
because they knew that if I was surviv- 
ing at Hopkins, I would be able to make 
things work anywhere. 

They were right. I found that because 
of my broad, “useless” liberal arts de- 
gree, I did better than the other interns 
who were majoring in marketing or 
public relations or that went to journal- 
ism school. I could work under pres- 
sure, think outside the box, and pick up 
industry lingo quickly, thanks to all my 
experience skimming readings and re- 
gurgitating them on exams at Hopkins. 

Unfortunately, I can’t put that on my 
resume. 


Midterm 


Is it really necessary to have midterm 
period last from the middle of October 
through the end of November? Must 
there be a constant stream of testing that 
lasts weeks on end? And if there is more 
than one midterm assigned, doesn’t it 
then function as just a regular test, al- 
beit a heavily weighted one? Why assign 
it the name “midterm,” a moniker that 
strikes terror in the hearts of students 
every where? 

The use of the word midterm adds 
undue stress to an already hectic life. I 
would by no means skimp preparation 
for an exam that was merely a “test,” but 
I wouldn't have the same sense of the 
axe hanging over my head as I frantical- 
ly tried to memorize the names of poets 
and the views of various philosophers. 
My heart goes out to the poor souls who 
skim chapters of biochemistry and try 
to memorize all the isomers of glucose 
as they trudge off, deprived of sleep, to 
their impending doom. . 

A torrent of midterms leads to an un- 
healthy student body. Case in point: I 
have a friend — let’s call her Q — who 
is a classic Hopkins overachiever. Once 


My boss had a point — there are lots 
of smart kids out there. Good grades 
aren't enough. The days are gone when 
college students could flip burgers dur- 
ing their summers off and worry about 
getting a job after graduation: The job 
search, for our generation, began some- 
where around our sophomore year of 
high school, when we started obsessing 
over our college applications. 

Now, getting a job is all about real 
world experience: It’s about internships. 
And that’s the most frustrating part of it 
— it feels like you have to have had an 
internship in order to get an internship. 

That, or you have to know someone in 
a high place, or work for free. 

But with $170,560 hanging over our 
heads, who can afford to work for free 
these days? I couldn't. 

However, like most of my classmates, 
I’m driven. I’m determined. I got an in- 
ternship with the Baltimore Sun this se- 
mester for credit — and while it’s a great 
gateway to other jobs, it’s been exhaust- 
ing. So exhausting, in fact, that I had to 
drop a class in order to keep up. 

But as a result, I landed a better intern- 
ship for next semester, again for credit. I 
was thrilled. And then I found out that in 
both of my majors, internship credits don’t 


mayhem 


Oct. 10 comes around, she, for all practi- 
cal purposes, stops sleeping. Instead, she 
spends her free time on C-level studying 
or in study groups, preparing for her 
tests. Her diet suffers, as does her social 
life and her mental health. She becomes 
a walking zombie. 

lobviously don’t expect the University 
to do away with midterm examinations; 
such a suggestion (although wishful 
thinking) is preposterous, as the benefits 
of having a midterm are great. Midterms 
allow a student to gauge how well he or 
she is doing in a class. They also serve as 
an important wake-up call for students 
who may have been slacking, and allow 
professors and TAs a chance to see how 
effective their teaching methods have 
been thus far. 

Clearly it is not the midterm itself that 
is the issue, but instead it is the volume 
of midterms that creates the problem. On 
more than one occasion I have had mul- 
tiple midterm-papers and examinations 
in the same week; time management 
skills become crucial in these situations, 
but unfortunately, by the end, I am left 
feeling harassed and disheartened — 


count toward graduation requirements. 
So I'm getting credit, but credits that I 
can’t actually use for anything — and con- 
sequently I’m going to have to take extra 
classes next semester to “make up” for the 
credits I’m wasting on my internship. 

I'm working hard; I’m going above 
and beyond; I’m just trying to get a job so 
that I don’t add to the homeless popula- 
tion of Charles Village. Is it too much to 
ask that I not be penalized for interning? 
What am | actually getting credit for? 

Internships are a good thing for ev- 
eryone. I get experience that will help 
me get a job; in doing so, the Universi- 
ty’s reputation grows as its students go 
out into the real world and demonstrate 
their passion for hard work. 

Yet, all I seem to hear from students 
are nightmares and hassles about actu- 
ally using their internship credits. And 
let’s not forget the episode a year or so 
back with the administration considered 
charging students for internship credits. 

I understand that classes are valuable: 
They’re why I came to Hopkins. But in 
the long run, I also came to Hopkins to 
succeed, and it’s in the school’s interest 
that we all do so. So remove the hurdles 
and let internships work as hard for us 
as we do for them. 





feelings which affect my test grades and 
classroom performance. So what can be 
done? 

A possible solution to the barrage of 
testing that occurs during October and 
November would be to assign two weeks 
as official “Midterm Testing” weeks, dur- 
ing which the classes that require a mid- 
term could hold exams. Obviously, this 
is not a viable solution for all courses, 
but it would relieve some of the misery 
induced by the endless rush of papers 
and examinations. Operating on a sys- 
tem similar to the ones used during fi- 
nals weeks would allow students ample 
time to prepare, which would hopefully 
result in better exam performance. 

No matter how you do it, midterms 
will always be a trying time on a col- 
lege campus. But, with any luck, there 
are ways to ameliorate the effects of con- 
stant testing. Thankfully, midterms are 
now over ... just in time for finals. 





Heather Barbakoff is a News-Letter Features 
editor and a sophomore English and Writing 
Seminars major from East Setauket, N.Y. — 
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By HALEY TROVER 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Hopkins neuroscientist Samer 
Hattar was recently awarded a 
prestigious Packard Foundation 
Fellowship for Science and En- 
gineering. In recognition of his 
groundbreaking research on the 
non-visual processing of light 

The David and Lucille Pack- 
ard Foundation was established 
in 1988 with the intent of culti- 
vating future scientific leaders. 
The fellowship will allow Hattar 
to use $625,000 over five years to 
continue his research on circa- 
dian rhythms. 

Photoreceptors known as rods 
and cones make up the bulk of 
light-sensitive cells in the retina 
and are responsible for vision 
Rods and cones contain pigments 
called opsins which absorb light 
and convert it into an electrical 
signal. 

[his electrical signal is trans- 
mitted to another group of neu- 
rons called retinal ganglion cells, 
which send light information to 
the brain. The brain dissects sig- 
nals from rods 


that are themselves sensitive to 
light. These ganglion cells con- 
tain melanopsin, a light-absorb- 
ing protein that is closely related 
to the opsins found in rods and 
cones 

Hattar’s research focuses on 
understanding the function of 
these melanopsin-containing 
ganglion cells, as well as on the 
contribution of rods and cones to 
non-image-forming visual func- 
Ambient levels of light 
can tell the brain whether to stay 
awake or go to sleep and may 


tions 


also influence higher levels of 
cognition. 

Hattar uses genetically engi- 
neered mice that lack the opsins 
that are found in rods, cones and 
light-sensitive ganglion cells. 
Using various mouse lines that 
have one or two types of pho- 
toreceptors disabled but retain 
the remainder enables Hattar to 
assess the relative importance of 
each system in conveying light 
information to the brain for each 
specific non-image visual func- 
tion. 

He hopes to further address 
the question of 





and cones to re- 
construct 1mag- 
es of the world. 

However, 
the have 
other functions 
im- 


eyes 


besides 
formation. 
These functions 
include the set- 
ting of our body 
clocks to daily 
cycles called cir- 
cadianrhythms. 
The importance 
of this function is especially evi- 
dent when traveling across dif- 
ferent time zones. An inability to 
adjust to the day-night cycle in a 
new location is responsible for jet 
lag. 

Instead of using the same 
rods and cones that are involved 
with vision, the eye has evolved 
a unique class of ganglion cells 


age 


It’s great that my re- 

search was rewarded 

because it deals with 

a very basic science. 
— SAMER HATTAR, 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 


how the loss 
of these cells 
impacts the 


non-image- 
forming visual 
e e S . 

functions. His 
research is no- 
table for its ba- 
sic-science ap- 
proach. It does 


not currently 
OF BIOLOGY involve the 
use of drugs 
that interact 
with circadian 

rhythms. 
Of the fellowship, Hattar 


said, “I feel very honored. They 
give the fellowship based on 
what you have achieved so far, 
and it’s great that my research 
was rewarded because it deals 
with a very basic science. This 
grant trusts you so much so you 
can be open and adventurous.” 


Tue Jouns Hopkins News-LeETTER 


SCIENCE 


Hattar wins prize tor work on light and cognition 


: 








+ 





SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


Hattar’s work with mice has revealed how the brain adjusts to daily cycles of light. 


Hattar does have to present his 
data at an annual meeting every 
year. 

Hattar studied at Yarmouk 
University in Irbid, Jordan, and 
American University in Beirut 
before earning his Ph.D. in bio- 
logical sciences at the University 
of Houston. He was a postdoctor- 
al researcher in the Department 
of Neuroscience at the School of 
Medicine from 2000 to 2004. In 
2004, he came to Homewood as 
an assistant professor in the De- 
partment of Biology. 

As a young faculty member at 
Homewood, Hattar currently has 
a lot on his plate, juggling his re- 
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Playing in the NCAA Tournament! 
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Try our new peppercorn 
steak sandwich 


Open late daily. 
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search along with teaching over 
105 students and being an advi- 
sor to over twenty students. He 
said of teaching, “You know, I 
am conflicted about teaching. It 
takes up a lot of time out of re- 
search but at the same time it is 
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Hopkins Research Update 
Hubble: “Dark 


energy” is as old 
as the universe 


Scientists in the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy and at 
the Space Telescope Science Insti- 
tute on the Homewood campus 
have discovered that “dark en- 
ergy” is much older than previ- 


| ously thought. 


Physicists dating back to Ein- 


| stein have recognized that the 
| force of gravity, if left unchecked, 


would soon cause the universe to 
fall in on itself. Despite this pre- 
diction, the universe has been ex- 
panding at an increasing rate for 
several billion years. 

Dark energy is supposed to 
counter the force of gravity by re- 
pulsing objects with great mass. 


| It is therefore the main driving 


force for the expansion of the uni- 
verse. Although dark energy can 


| not be observed directly, there 


are many lines of theoretical and 
observational evidence support- 
ing its existence. 

Adam Riess and colleagues 
have been using the Hubble Tele- 
scope to examine distant super- 
novas, the remnants of exploded 
stars, with the hopes of more pre- 
cisely dating the beginning of the 
expansion of the universe. 

They found that the expan- 
sion began over 9 billion years 
ago, or about 4 billion years after 
the universe began, suggesting 


| that dark energy was already a 


so rewarding to deal with young | 


people.” 

Hattar has received numer- 
ous honors despite beginning 
his career only a few years ago. 
He became an Alfred P. Sloan 
Fellow earlier this year, and in 
2004 he was also awarded the 
School of Medicine’s Albert 
Leningher Young Investigator 
Award. 





powerful force at that time. The 
universe most likely began to 
expand when the force of dark 
energy overcame the opposing 


| force of gravity. 


Hubble studies to clarify the 
extent of the impact of dark en- 
ergy on the evolution of the uni- 
verse are ongoing. 

The results appear in the Feb. 
10 issue of Astrophysical Jour- 
nal. 

— Stephen Berger 





Aspirin research 
gives EXCUSE to 
eat chocolate 


A study of the effects of aspi- 
rin on blood has a surprising re- 
sult: Chocolate acts 1n almost the 


irl uce 
same manner as aspirin to red 


the risk of blood clotting. 

Diane Becker and colleagues 
at the Schools of Medicine and 
Public Health were conducting a 
700-person study of aspirin users 
when they noticed that a group of 
139 individuals who report regu- 
larly eating chocolate were com- 
ing up with similar blood tests to 
the aspiring users. 

A class of plant compounds 
called flavonoids, which are 
found in high concentrations in 
cocoa beans and fruits, help to 
regulate the activity of platelets, 
part of the body’s clotting re- 
sponse. They are also known to 
be powerful antioxidants. 

The proper regulation of blood 
clotting is an essential element of 
health coronary function. When a 
blood clot forms in a small artery 
near the heart, the heart muscle 
is deprived of oxygen and a heart 
attack can result. 

The researchers caution that 
these findings are not a cure-all 
for heart disease. However, dark 
chocolate, which is rich in flavo- 
noids but low in fat and sugar, 
may be considered part of a 
heart-healthy diet. The findings 
are not likely to extend to the 
more processed chocolate can- 
dies, however, as their flavonoid 
content is negligible. 

Tests of platelet function and 
degradation in these normal in- 
dividuals bolster these findings. 
This is the first time such experi- 
mental evidence has been found. 

The results were presented at 
the annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Heart Association in Chi- 
cago. 

— SB. 
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HALF PRICE BURGER NIGHT! 


Wednesday nights from 6 p.m. ‘til close 


Choose from six of our 


dee-licious burgers: 
Regular Burger - Triple Cheese - Krabby Patty 
Big Gut - Bacon Cheeseburger - Rocky Cheezer 
All served with regular or curly fries 


Valid with the purchase of a beverage. No carryout 
Not valid with any other coupon offer 
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HALF PRICE WINGS! 


Monday nights from 6 p.m. ‘til close 


That's right ... OUr Wings are 
half-off on Monday nights. 


Choose from our Buffalo Style Chicken Wings 
done in either mild, hot, Xtra hot or Three Mile Island sauce 
or one of our new sauced or spiced wings. 


Valid with the purchase of a beverage. No carryout 


Not valid with any other coupon offer 
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HOW 


TO SAVE 


AND BE 


HAP 


Remember all the money you 
had in your bank account at the 
beginning of the year? Where did 
it all go? It’s incredibly easy to 
buy everything without even re- 
alizing how much you've spent. 
While charging that pair of boots 
to your VISA may seem easy now, 
it won't be when you have to pay 
it back in a month, plus interest. 
But there are ways that you can 
save and still be able to splurge 
every once in awhile 


COMPARE PRICES. 

When you're buying deter- 
gent, you don’t have to buy Tide, 
which is usually one of the most 
expensive brands. Go with a ge- 
neric brand; it'll still clean your 
clothes. This follows with just 
about anything — blank CDs, 
shampoo, conditioner, etc. It all 
adds up, and name brands aren't 
necessarily of better quality. 


“AVOID USING TAXIS. 


_ Though walking alone might 
not always be the best option in 
some areas around campus, you 
can always go with a group to 
CVS or Giant instead of taking a 
cab. Likewise, taking the shuttle 
may be a bit inconvenient, but 
it'll save you a lot of money in the 
end. Take advantage of the shut- 
tle and the train in order to get 
to the airport during holidays or 
other times when you go home. 


BE THRIFTY. 

Try not to spend money at the 
Depot or Eddie’s, because they’re 
ripping you off. $5 for a box of ce- 
real? Going to Giant might take 
some of your time, but if you buy 
in bulk it shouldn't be a problem. 


AVOID TEMPTATIONS! 

If you know you're going to 
buy something in your favorite 
store, don’t go in! 


KEEP TRACK OF MONEY 
SPENT. 

If you continue using your 
debit or credit card, you may be 
in for a big surprise at the end 
of the month. Many banks have 
online Web sites where you can 
keep track of your transactions. 

— Jenny Klein 


How 


I am that girl with short pink 
hair. You can trust me, I promise. 
If nothing else, my experimen- 
tation — I’ve gone from blue to 
cherry red to an unfortunate 
foray with black — can save you 
from making the same mistakes. 
If you're interested in dyeing your 
hair unnatural colors, there are a 
few things you can do so nothing 
goes awry. 

Ifyou have light hair (platinum 
to dirty blonde), you're in luck — 
unless you want white hair or the 
most vivid color chemically pos- 
sible, you can skip the bleaching. 
But if you're like me and have 

dark hair, bleaching is essential. 
Get a friend to do it. It’s a bitch to 
get the bleach all the way to the 
roots when you can’t see half of 
your head. Follow the instruc- 
tions on the box. Generally, you 





PY? 


The fastest way to start sav ing 
more money is to eliminate the 
little expenses hiding in your 
budget. The first place to look for 
these is your bank account. A lot 
of banks are sneaky and levy a 
maintenance fee of around five 
dollars a month on regular check- 
ing accounts. Then they charge 
you a dollar or two for using an- 
other bank’s ATM. That means 
banking is probably costing you 
eight dollars a month. It doesn’t 
sound like a lot, but that quick- 
ly adds up to almost 100 dollars 
a year. To keep that money in 
your pocket instead, think about 
switching to a checking account 
geared toward students. They 
often offer free checking and 


other in- 
centives 


you're 
school. To avoid the ATM 
fees, upgrade to a debit 
card. Even if the money is 
coming out of the same account, 
you won't have to deal with the 
ATM. Better yet, you'll have a re- 
cord of where your money goes 
so not only can you keep track 
of your spending, you can make 
sure no hidden expenses sneak 
their way into your wallet. 

— Bridget O'Sullivan 











lo dye ha 


mix some toner with some pow- 
der, brush it on your hair, wait 
about 30 minutes then scrub it 
out. It sounds counter intuitive, 
since the bleach is really harsh, 
but don’t use conditioner. That 
comes later. For now, you need 
your hair as stripped as possible 
so it can suck all the dye up. Do 
not, under any circumstances, 
try to store your unused bleach. 
It will explode. 

If you've already got a friend 
handy, you might as well get 
them to do the dyeing, too. A lot 
of dyes tell you to only apply to 
half an inch from the scalp, but 
given that my hair is about two 
inches long, I said screw it and 
dyed to the roots. Your scalp 
might get a little discolored, but 
you'll live. If you're using qual- 
ity dye, though, it will stain like 


mad, and that includes your tow- 
el, your clothes, your pillow, your 
skin ... everything. Put Vaseline at 
the edge of your hairline to pro- 
tect your skin from staining. Use 
an old towel. After you've got the 
dye in, blow dry your hair on one 
of the low heat settings for about 
three to five minutes, then let it 
sit for two hours. 

When time is up, rinse, don’t 
wash, the dye out, until the water 
runs clear. This may take a while. 
Use conditioner and rinse again. 
Bleaching zaps your hair, so be 
sure to condition frequently. My 
hair has fared well, but a friend of 
mine told me about her bleached 
hair just snapping off. 

Even if you do all the right 
steps, the process can still fail 
miserably if you use a bad dye. 
Despite hearing others extol the 


a acs eepmnemerreeetanee qeresaaaparees 


UT 


many virtues of Manic Panic, I’m 
not a fan — the darker colors may 
be fine, the cupcake pink that my 
hair is supposed to be is pretty 
pale and often mistaken for 
blonde. I’ve heard good things 
about Special Effects, sometimes 
available at Hot Topic and read- 
ily accessible via the internet, and 
I'm using it to re-dye the pink. 
We'll see how it goes. Bottom line, 
do your research and find what's 
worked or failed for others. 

Good luck. I really enjoy hav- 
ing pink hair, and I hope anyone 
who puts this advice to use will 
like their new color, too. Just re- 
member: With strange hair, you 
are easily memorable and in- 
stantly recognizable. Your pro- 
fessor will know when you skip 
lecture. 





— Jordan Wyndelts 
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Coble’s legendary year 
comes to end in NCAAs 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 

Naik’s goal came off an as- 
sisted combination from fellow 
sophomores midfielder Matty 
Carlson and 


ball in motion, first to Carlson 
and ultimately to Naik 
The goal was particularly re- 


warding as the Jays had come 


within inches of the crossbar on 
This time, 
however, Naik was determined 


multiple occasions. 


to not let the opportunity slip 


past him, as he scored his second 
goal of the weekend. 

“It was unbelievable to score in 
the Elite Eight and against [such 
a high quality team as] Messiah,” 
Naik said. “But after we scored the 
first time, I thought we were going 
to get another one and win.” 

The Blue Jays failed to put up 
any more goals in the quarter- 
final match-up, no matter how 
much the team attacked the Fal- 
cons defense. The Jays took a total 
of eight shots in the second half, 
matching their first-half total, but 
the Falcons, who eventually went 
on to win the national champion- 
ship, managed to withstand the 
fairly continuous attacks. 

With only seven minutes left in 
regulation, Messiah's offense got 
going again, and Andre Burck- 
hart scored against Coble, putting 
the Falcons up for good, 2-1. 

The goal was a tough one to 
take in a number of ways. The 
Jays were only minutes away 
from holding off a Falcon attack 
that had fired eleven shots in Co- 
ble’s direction and sending the 


forward Nicholas 
Guana. Guana began the play, as 
it was his free kick that got the 








game into overtime. 

It was the first time Coble had 
given up more than one goal in a 
game this season. He was named 
to the www.D3Kicks.com All-Amer- 
ica first team as a testament to his 
gutsy play this season. Junior co- 
captain midfielder Ben McAbee 
was named to the third team. The 
two team leaders also were select- 
ed to the regional first team. 

Earlier in the weekend, in the 
Sweet Sixteen, Hopkins handily 
defeated Western New England 
College. Freshman midfielder 
Max Venker got the team on the 
board first, with a goal early in 
the second half. Later in the game, 
Naik and McAbee followed, put- 
ting the lead at an insurmountable 
3-0. It was Coble’s 22nd shutout of 
the season, by far a career high. 

“To win [by such a large mar- 
gin] in the Sweet Sixteen was 
great,” Naik said. 

All in all, despite a disap- 
pointing quarterfinals outcome, 
the season’s highs certainly felt 
better than the lows. With only 
two players graduating, there is 
considerable optimism among 
the Jays for the future. 

“We had great team chemistry 
and understanding this year and 
that should carry over into next 
year,” 
Kosik said. “[Still], it will cer- 


freshman forward Nick | 


tainly not be easy for us to match | 
our accomplishments from this | 


year.” 

It may not be easy without Co- 
ble minding the net next year, but 
this team has the talent, speed, 


and position specialization to be | 


a favorite to win it all next year. 








SHIV GANDHI/FILE PHOTO 


Sophomore defender Rob Carper and the Jays saw their season end vs. Messiah. 
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SPORTS 


By MARY DOMAN 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Here are the facts. The date 
was March 31, 1985, and Kath- 
leen and Michael Nawrocki gave 
birth to a child named Danny. 
Eighteen years later, the young 
man left home to play basketball 
for Hopkins. In his fourth year 
on the team, he was named the 
News-Letter Athlete of the Week. 
This is where our story begins. 

This week, the Blue Jays won 
all four of their games, defeating 
St. Mary’s (78-60), Goucher (85-69), 
Salisbury (71-60) and Swarthmore 
(73-57). Nawrocki was named 
Centennial Conference and Pres- 
toSports Men’s Basketball Player 
of the Week. He averaged 14.7 
points and 9.7 rebounds for the 
weekend, putting him 10th in 
the Centennial Conference for 
scoring and second in rebound- 
ing. On Tuesday night’s game 
against Swarthmore, he scored 
12 points and made 12 rebounds. 
First, it must be stated that the rest 
of this tale is subject to at least exag- 
geration, weak truths, and perhaps 
even complete lies. Rest assured, 
however, that the words flow from 
the sincere-yet-atypical mouth 
of an honorable Hopkins athlete. 
Here goes: Nawrocki said the 
stats, the wins and the trophies 
of the week all emerged from 
a relaxing hour in the sauna. 
Story #1: On Friday, our main char- 
acter claims he headed to the gym 
not in his jersey, but his bathrobe. 


| After all, he believes, a pre-game 


sweat is the se- 
cret to success. 
“The five 
seniors always 
have a sauna 


VITAL 
STATISTICS | 


ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 
DANIEL NAWROCKI, MEN'S BASKETBALL 


Nawrocki is basketball’s new steamy sensation 


scribe his childhood experience, 
he simply stated that he was short 
and fat. Despite a growth spurt in 
7th grade, he didn’t have a date to 
the eighth grade dance. 

“No one really 
liked me,” he reflected. 
After a successful basketball and 
volleyball career in high school, 
Nawrocki was on to college. Al- 
though he considered playing 
for other schools, he ultimately 
selected Hopkins for a number of 
reasons. 

“At UCLA and Pepperdine, 
there were too many gorgeous 
blonde, blue-eyed girls. There 
was no way I'd be able to fo- 
cus on my studies,” he added, 
“T wanted to be a part of Hop- 
kins’ history of outstanding, 
good-looking student athletes.” 
Perhaps you're thinking, why 
didn’t this master of the court play 
for a Division-I team? But don’t 
fret: Nawrocki holds the answers. 

“Who wants to be a standard 
D-1 athlete?” he said. “I’m a differ- 
ent kind of person. D-3 is creative, 
exciting. No D-1 team is like ours 
— we're the most out-of-control 
bunch of hooligans and I love it. 
I would never trade that for D-1.” 
The combination of D-3 creativ- 
ity and Hopkins unattractive-yet- 
attractive appeal led Danny to 
consider Hopkins. It was the city 
of Baltimore, however, that put 
this Honolulu/Long Island native 
over the edge. 

“It's such a safe city. | couldn't 


resist the low crime _ rate.” 
And that’s how he ended up here. 
Even though 
he’s been a 


starter for the 
Jays since he 
was a_ fresh- 





session before 
the game,” he 
Said; onl’ smna 
good time to 
discuss ideas 
about the up- 


Year: - 
Major: 
Position: 


and opponent 
and assess 
our team’s 
strengths and 


weaknesses.” 


| But we're getting ahead of our- 





selves. Let us first gather a short 


| history —a “character sketch,” if 


you will — of the enigmatic Dan- 
ny Nawrocki. Though the date of 
his birth is known, he will only 
say that the location was either 
Honolulu, Hawaii or Long Is- 
land, NY. Asa child, he said, “my 
mother dropped me on the head 
a few times.” When asked to‘de- 





Pity parity, for there ts no clarity 


| weekend against Staten Island 


n sports news lately, there 
has been a devastating 
dearth of compelling sto- 
ries. At this very moment, 
there are no unstoppable 
dynasties to hate, no jaw-drop- 
ping win streaks to root against 
and no unbeatable coaches that 
many wished would keel over. 
Long gone are successful stars 
of yesteryear: Lance Armstrong 
has chosen to ditch cycling with 
the Frenchies to run marathons 
against the Kenyans. Emmitt 
Smith has decided to forego a re- 
union with the Dallas’ Jerry Jones 
in order to dominate the dance 
world with Cheryl Burke (Don’t 
get me wrong, he looked good in 
that glossy green, sleeveless shirt). 
PerhapsI‘mmissingsomething, 
you know, besides my mind. But 
is it wrong that I dream about the 
days when Michael Jordan’s Bulls 
laid waste to each and every foe? 
(Being a Cleveland Cavaliers fan, 
I die a little bit inside every time 
I hear the words “Shot on Ehlo,” 
but the tears I cry are filled with at 
least 20 percent joy). Have I been 
misguided in my thoughts when 
I desperately yearn for Jimmy 
Johnson’s Cowboys of the 1990s 
so I can once again viciously ab- 
hor them? (How hilarious would 
it be to see a team like the Buffalo 
Bills lose four more consecutive 
Super Bowl games)? Am | a bit 
misconstrued with my constru- 
ing when my entire soul craves 
a Game 7 in which the Yankees 
are tied with the Dodgers going 
into the bottom of the ninth in 
New York’s ancient stadium? (I 
do quietly pine for a camera shot 
of a nail-biting, pensive-looking 


“ 


George Steinbrenner and a zoom- 
in on the bags under the eyes of a 
sleepless, wistful Joe Torre). 
What I’m trying to say is this: 
I despise parity. It’s not healthy 
for a revenue-rich league like the 
NFL to have the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals acting like they are a legiti- 
mate threat to win it all. It’s not 
Chicken Soup for the Sports Fan’s 
Soul if I have to contend with a 
contingent from Carolina (not 
Canada) clinching the NHLs 





> UNS HOP 


Pe 


Matthew E. Murra 
Ruffled Feathers 


Stanley Cup. And, in the midst 
of all of this, I’m certainly not 
going to be persuaded to buy a 
subscription to Sports Illustrated 
if a free St. Louis Cardinals pull- 
over is thrown into the mix. A 
team that goes 83-79 and wins 
the World Series will always feel 
worse than using a 19th Century 
Japanese turtle shell condom. 
And yes, they still sell them. 

We need those talent-laden 
teams to start winning again. 
We need to see Tom Brady’s Pa- 
triots beat Peyton Manning on a 
last minute kick (preferably with 
some terribly whirling wind in the 


background). We must demand to 
see Tiger Woods’ exhilarating fist 


pump again, but this time after he | 


clinches the Masters on the 18-hole 
(And if Phil “Lefty” Mickelson 


could be his fourth-day partner, | 


it'd be greatly appreciated). And 
we should riot in the streets if the 
Cubs make it to the World Series, 
fall to the Yanks in seven, and then 
blame their misfortune on a four- 
year old girl who happened to be 
kicked out the stadium because 
she resembled a goat. (It’s also es- 
sential that Mark Prior become un- 
touchable in that Chicago playoff 
run until Derek Jeter blasts a game 
winning grand slam off of him). 

Hey, people don’t call me cra- 
zy for no reason. 

AllI want for Christmas, folks, 
is a little bit of consistency rather 
than a pair of frontal incisors. | 
want to be able to not worry about 
George Mason ruining my entire 
bracket by making it to the Final 
Four (I’d have no complaints if 
Coach K’s Dukies busted that). I 
would like to avoid glancing at 
the BCS rankings and seeing Rut- 
gers as a possibility for the Sugar 
Bowl. And if [have to, I'll beg that 
stories about a hoop star’s head- 
band, a football coach’s suit, and 
an overrated outfielder 100 mil- 
lion dollar signing be replaced 
by two-hundred page theses on 
why the average Philadelphia fan 
is suicidal 93 percent of the time 
he watches a contest. 

Nostaglic. Nutty. Call it what- 
ever you want. But the underdogs 
need to go back in their cage. Ex- 
cept for Seabiscuit, put him in the 
stable. I'll feel better if he’s there 
and not chewing at my hair. 


Hopkins Highlights: 
Carried team to victory over 
conference rival Swathmore 
with 12 points and 12 boards. 








man, his game 


Senior has improved 
Economics since 2003, “I 
Forward would say that 

I’m _ better at 


basketball this 
year thanI was 
last year. And I 
would accredit 
this to a three- 
week stay in 
Alabama.” 
Story #2: Nawrocki spent 21 
days over the summer with 16- 
time World Champion WWE pro 
wrestler Ric Flair. He claims Flair 
taught him “mental and physical 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE A12 





toughness” by having him wres- 
tle alligators (“I mean ... not big 
ones or anything”) and cut down 
trees. 

With a distant look in his eyes, 
Nawrocki waxed, “He beat the 
crap out of me. I became more of 
a man, more of a human being.” 
This weekend, the Blue Jays won 
all of their three games and went 
home as the provident pride of 
Maryland Tournament champi- 
ons. Nawrocki, however, didn’t 
elaborate much on this part of 
the story. Instead, he decided to 
talk about vanilla milkshakes. 
Story #3: The five seniors of the 
Hopkins men’s basketball team, 
along with Head Coach Bill Nel- 
son and four assistant coaches, all 
drink vanilla milkshakes regular- 
ly. “I don’t know any other team 
that sips on vanilla milkshakes 
after every game,” he mused. Ac- 
cording to him, its Blue Jay tradi- 
tion to sip on vanilla (and only 
vanilla) milkshakes at Pete’s the 
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Senior forward Daniel Nawrocki was named the PrestoSports Player of the Week 


morning after a game. “It’s a time 
to reflect on the game and discuss 
plans for the future,” he said. 
Nawrocki currently holds a num- 
ber of records for the school. His 
1,081th point placed him eighth 
in Hopkins history for scoring. 
His 682nd rebound ranks third 
in school history, and his 486th 
defensive rebound makes him a 
record holder. 

To end this tale, Nawrocki 
would like to play us a tune on his 
jazz flute. Along with teammates 
Chris Morley (bass guitar), Pat- 
rick O’Connell (vocals), T.J. Vale- 
rio (triangle) and Collin Kamm 
(piano), he is part of Moneyshot, 
the men’s basketball jazz band. 
So forget the points, records, 
buzzers, pep talks, and team 
cheers of most basketball success 
stories. Here at Hopkins, as Dan- 
ny Nawrocki has revealed, real 
basketball is actually about va- 
nilla milkshakes, pro wrestling, 
sauna sessions and jazz music. 





team’s three 


Lady Jays deteated by Case Western 


Miller and Davis were named 
to the all-tournament team. Da- 
vis was also named MVP of the 
tournament. 

“We had a great start last 


and Moravian. We are a very 
young team, but we have a very 
strong leadership,” Dodrill said. 
“We don't focus on who starts 
the game, the key to the season 
will be recognizing and playing 
to our strengths.” 

After being named tourna- 
ment champions, the Blue Jays 
were faced with a tough oppo- 
nent in Case Western. As in the 
previous two games, the Jays’ op- 
ponent captured the lead within 
the first minutes of play. The 
Spartans quickly relinquished 
the lead after a three-pointer 
from sophomore Caitlin Sloane 
pulled Hopkins ahead. For most 
of the first half the two teams 
fought it out with the Jays gain- 
ing a tenuous one-point lead at 
the 8:20 mark in the initial half. 
This would prove to be Hopkins’ 
last lead of the game. Case West- 
ern went on to out-score Hopkins 
34-25. 

Case Western continued to 
control the second half, despite 
six players scoring over five 
points. Case Western out scored 
Hopkins in the second half, and 
went on to win 67-53. 

Last year, the Blue Jays finished 
with a 22-8 record, playing in the 
Centennial Conference Champi- 
onship game while also advanc- 
ing to the ECAC South Final. 

“One of our big goals for the 
season is to win the Centennial 
Conference, something the team 
hadn't done since 2003,” fresh- 
man guard Leslie Markun said. 

This year’s team has six soph- 
omores and six freshmen, so 
these young players will look to 
Head Coach Nancy Funk and the 


senior cap- 
tains, Mill- 
er, Davis 
and _ Haley 
Wojdowski 
for leader- 
ship. 

“We have 
adeepbench 
with many 
different 
people who 
can step up 
at anytime,” 
Jonay Foster 
said. Even 
with the in- 
flux of new 
talent, the 
team feels 
that they are 
going will work together. 

“T think the team is going to 
be successful [because] we are 
close like a family,” freshman 












Jes 





guard Britini Lonesome said, 
“With this closeness comes trust 
and communication skills which 
are essential in team work.” __ 
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Senior guard Haley Wojdowski showcases her agility on offense. 
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Stevens Tech. Tourney 


By ARTHIKA 
CHANDRAMOHAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Almost a month ago, the men’s 
fencing team silently began their 
season with a couple of regional 
open tournaments, only to de- 
liver a scream-worthy 4-0 perfor- 
mance in their first team match 
at the Stevens Institute of Tech- 
nology tournament in Hoboken, 
NJ., on Nov. 19. 

The men’s team crushed its 
competition, defeating Stevens 
Tech, Yeshiva University, Hunt 
er College and the New Jersey 
Institute of Technology. Their 
team performance paralleled 
the success of many individuals 
in the two prior opens the team 
attended. 

“We're undefeated so far in 
team meets which is a pretty 
good start, but we definitely have 
a lot of room to grow,” junior sa- 
bre Jake Sand said. “We really 
want to be the dominant team in 
the league.” 


team made it to the tournament 
to represent Hopkins at the sea- 
son opener. 

Hopkins fencing overcame 
these obstacles and many per- 
formed admirably. The foil squad 
led the way as Ferguson finished 
in second place out of a total of 
82 competitors, with sophomore 
John Dorfman following in 12th 
place. Additionally, freshman 
Trevor Van Euween placed 12th 
in the saber division, with senior 
Andrew Carney following in 41st 
place. Hopkins’ only épée repre- 
sentative, sophomore Dan Zielin- 
ski, placed 24th out of a pool of 
74. 

After the dominating finish at 
the Stevens Tech Tournament, the 
Blue Jays will appear to be hiber- 
nating for another two months. 
Their next event is the Philadel- 
phia Invitational in Haverford, 
Penn. on Jan. 20, 2007. However, 
the long break will be one of hard 
work and training for the Hop- 
kins men’s fencers. 

The team 








A week 
prior to the 
Blue Jays’ first 
team match, 
members 
traveled to 
Pennsylvania 
State College 
to compete in 
the Penn State 
Open. At the 
open, Hopkins faced with fenc- 
ers from a multitude of schools 
around the country. 

“Penn State is perhaps the 
hardest event of the year,” soph- 
omore épée Max Mealy said. 
“There were fencers who have 
won Junior Olympics and served 
on the U.S. national team, so the 
competition was stiff.” 

Nonetheless, senior foil Nick 
Marchuk and sophomore foil 
David Ferguson both found 
some relative success. Marchuk 
finished in 18th place after win- 
ning three-of-five in the first 
bout, three-of-four in the second, 
and one-of-five in the third. Fer- 
guson, who was seeded eighth 
heading into first round, won all 
five rounds in his first bout, two- 
of-four in his second and zero-of- 
five in his third, leaving him in 
23rd place. 

These 


impressive finishes 


were preceded by another pro- 


lific weekend for the Blue Jays.at 
the Temple Open. 

The Temple Open was held 
in Philadelphia, where the Blue 
Jays’ season got off to a bumpy 
start. Much of the team was 
stranded left stranded after a 
bus broke down. Only half, the 





We really want to be 
the dominant team in 
the league. 

— JUNIOR SABER JAKE 


will be work- 
ing on a vari- 
ety of skills, 
with 
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M. Fencing goes 4-0 al Swimming soaks in win over Diplomats 








Allie Foster’s 100-yard breaststroke lime (1:07.52) at the Bie Melon Invite may ay quallly lor Nt AA )- ll Cilamipadastup tne meel 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE A12 
won the 200-meter individual 
medley. 

Following their lackluster 
performance against the Naval 
Academy, the Jays looked to re- 
bound as they traveled to College 
Park on Oct. 27. Cunningham had 
another big meet for the women, 
finishing third in the women’s 
200-yard individual medley and 
winning the 500-yard freestyle. 

Qu also had a solid showing, 
winning the women’s 100-yard 
backstroke, finishing fourth in 
the 100-yard butterfly and sec- 
ond in the woman’s medley relay 
joining Cunningham, Rooney 
and Foster. 

For the men, Kleinguetl put in 
his second good week of swim- 


| ming, finishing second in both 


the 1,000-yard and 500-yard 
freestyles. Mahoney swam well, 
taking third in the 100-yard 
backstroke, first in the 200-yard 
freestyle and second in the 200- 
yard medley relay joining team- 
mates Test, Sershon and junior 
Matt Fedderly. Test also finished 
second in both the 50-yard and 
100-yard freestyles. 

The next day, the Blue Jay 


| swim teams welcomed confer- 


lengthy | 


practices sev- | 


eral hours a 
day to pre- 
pare for their 
upcoming re- 
maining sea- 
son. 


SAND 


“It’s going to be really impor- | 


tant for us this season,” 
Coach Austin Young said. “And 
particularly over intersession 
to work on our ‘killer instinct,’ 
our in-meet mentality so that 


we can really go out and give | 


a full effort no matter what the 
score.” 


The team has big goals this | 


year: to win the Middle Atlantic 
Collegiate Fencing Association 
Conference Championships and 
to send as many fencers as pos- 
sible to the NCAA tournament 
at the end of the year. After two 
steady months of hard practic- 
ing, and with a team that has 
demonstrated its prowess both 
individually and as whole, those 
goals appear realistic. 

“I feel like this year in partic- 
ular we'll really be able to come 
together as a team, which should 
really help raise the level of fenc- 
ing that we get from everybody,” 
Sand said. 

With the loss of only one se- 
nior from last year’s team, and the 
addition of several new freshmen 
who appear strong and ready to 
compete, Hopkins fencing will 
be ready to come out “fighting” 
come January. 


Head | 








ence rival Franklin & Marshall 
College to Homewood Campus. 
The women won the meet, 146- 
115. The Lady Jays finished one- 
two in three events including: 
the 100-yard freestyle (Rooney 
and Thomas), the 50-yard breast- 
stroke (Foster and Thomas) and 
the 200-yard freestyle (Stautner 
and Cunningham). 

The men finished one-and-two 
in four events including the 100- 
yard freestyle (Thomas and Fed- 
derly), the 50-yard freestyle (Ma- 
honey and freshman A.J. Blood), 
the 50-yard backstroke (Fedderly 


| and freshman Frank Long) and 


the 200-yard freestyle (Test and 
Mahoney). The men won the 
meet, 135-112. 

On the Nov. 4, the Jays trav- 
eled to Pittsburgh for the Carn- 
egie Mellon Invitational. At 
the meet, the women won two 
individual events. Lisa Qu won 
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The women’s swimming team had a one-two finish in the 100-yard freestyle against Franklin & Marshall in a 146-116 victory. 


the 400-yard individual medley 
with a time of 4:40.56, almost a 
full second ahead of her nearest 
competitor. Allie Foster won the 
100-yard breaststroke in 1:07.52, a 
time that will most likely qualify 
her for the championship meet in 
March. 

The men had huge days from 
Brad Test and John Thomas. Test 
won two individual events in- 
cluding the 50-yard freestyle 
(21.65) and the 100-yard freestyle 
(46.98). Thomas won both the 
200-yard backstroke (1:53.25) and 
the 100-yard backstroke (51.85), 
both of which could qualify him 
for the NCAAs. 

Thomas and Test teamed 
up four times in relays for four 


other wins. The duo, combined 
with Fedderly and Sershon, won 
the 400 and 200-yard medley 
relays. The two also teamed up 
with Mahoney and Walsh to take 
the poll in the 400 and 200-yard 
freestyle relays. 

The most recent invitational 
this season took place about 
a mile up N. Charles Street at 
Loyola College. The women’s 
outstanding meet was aided in 
large part by three-race winner 
Foster, who laid claim to the gold 
medal in the 400-yard IM, as well 
as the 200 and 100-yard breast- 
stroke races. 

Having put their dominating 
victories behind them, the men’s 
and women’s teams look forward 


to the remainder of a promising 
2006-2007 campaign. 

Co-captain seniors Kevin 
Walsh and Keith Parent like the 
way the season is going so far, 
but they realize that this week- 
end at Kenyon College is as big 
as it gets. 

“I have been impressed with 
the way our freshmen have been 
swimming,” Walsh said. “We 
knew Brad [Test] and Matt [Fed- 
derly] were going to be there, 
but it’s good to see kids like John 
Thomas and Colin Kleinguetl 
getting wins for the team so far.” 

“This weekend will really test 
our team,” Parent said. “[For us], 
this meet is the biggest meet until 
NCAAs in March.” 





Wrestling endures huge loss to James Madison 
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“My quarterfinals match was 
pretty hard,” Priolo said. “I was 
down 3-0, but in the third period 
I decided that I wasn’t going to 
lose.” 

That one went the distance, 
with Priolo earning a 5-3 deci- 
sion. His next two matches were 
also battles, including a5-0 winin 
the fourth round before going an- 


Jays immaculate in Blue Jay Classic 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 
Griffin and Nawrocki. 

The position with the most 
question marks entering the sea- 
son was at the point guard spot. 
The starting slot was almost guar- 
anteed to go to Scott Weisenfeld, 
but when the sophomore went 
down ina pre-season game with a 
torn ACL, the position of ball han- 
dler was up for grabs. Good thing 
Head Coach Bill Nelson had two 
guys capable of pulling it in. 

Sophomore Colin Kamm has 
started every game so far at the 
point guard position, but he has 
received help from freshman 
Pat O'Connell. Both Kamm and 
O'Connell have been sensational 
so far for Hopkins, shooting the 
ball well from the outside, pene- 
trating and dishing to Nawrocki 
and Griffin. An ability to take 
care of the basketball has always 
been crucial in Nelson's sets on 
offense, and early on, the two un- 
derclassmen have looked capable 


of grabbing the offensive reins. 

“Colin Kamm has certainly 
been a great surprise for us,” 
Nelson said. “You know, we’ve 
received great production from 
our bench as well, if you look at 
guys like O’Connell and Polster.” 

That would be junior Doug Pol- 
ster that Nelson speaks of, a great 
shooter who has provided a spark 
for the Blue Jays off the bench this 
season in relief of Valerio and 
Beggans. Against Swarthmore, 
Polster netted four three-point- 
ers and spurred a second-half run 
that led Hopkins to victory. 

But as both Valerio and Nelson 
pointed out, there has. been only 
one thorn in the Jays’ side during 
their rocket-propelled early sea- 
son ascent: turnovers. 

“We have to take care of the 
ball” Valerio said. “We shoot 
the ball so well as a team. If we 
can't get those shots off in a game 
because we are turning the ball 
over, it really hurts us.” 








LAURA BITTNER/NEWS-LETTER 
Sophomore guard Colin Kamm skies to 
the rim in the Nov. 18 Rowan game. 





other exhausting seven minutes 
for a 3-1 win in the final against 
the third seed, Adam Penberthy 
of Wilkes. Priolo’s contribution 
to the team score was buttressed 
by second-place finishes by three 
of the Jays’ most dependable up- 
perclassmen: Schmidt, red-shirt 
senior Dave Kraus and junior 
184-pounder Eric Fishel. Hopkins 
finished with 89.5 points, behind 
New York University’s winning 
total of 112.5. 

Dual meets have exposed 
gaping holes in the Hopkins 
lineup. The 125 and 133-pound 
slots have enjoyed only one 
win between them this season, 
which came from, freshman 
133-pounder Rob Doverspike 
in the Red Dragon before he 
was bumped to the consola- 
tion round and then eventually 
eliminated. 

Those weak spots were ex- 
posed against a tough James 
Madison squad who took the 
first six bouts and quickly put the 
meet out of reach. Hopkins’ only 
legitimate win was Fishel’s 8-4 
decision against Dan Rafeedie 
at 184. Kraus took a forfeit at 174, 
but it counted for little as James 
Madison cruised to a 31-9 vic- 
tory. 

But perhaps even more disap- 
pointing was the loss to Eliza- 
bethtown, whom the Blue Jays 
beat at the Green Terror Duals 
last year. 

The Jays were missing Jimmy 
Van Daniker and Chris Floyd, 
two solid contributors to last 
year’s squad who are no longer 


with the team this year. Last 
season, then-junior Van Daniker 
picked up a pin at 125 and then- 
freshman Floyd earned a major 
decision at 165. This year’s Blue 
Jays suffered losses at both spots, 
with sophomore 125-pounder 
Mike Sumner going down by 
fall and freshman Pete Kava- 
nagh dropping a 5-4 decision, a 
19-point swing from last year’s 
match. 

Despite the losses and the 
lineup holes, the Jays are hopeful 


for the remainder of the season. 

The team boasts several 
freshmen looking to progress 
and acclimate to college wres- 
tling, including 133-pounder 
Rob Doverspike, 149-pounder 
James Gettinger, 165-pounder 
Pete Kavanagh and two recov- 
ering from injury, 125-pounder 
Greg Gold and 157-pounder 
Kyle Keane. 

“We're going to gradually get 
stronger as the year goes on,” Do- 
mestico said. 
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JMU's Brandon Luce (looking up) gets taken down by freshman Rob Doverspike. 
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SPORTS 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE 
Weex! 


One rivalry that seems to be lopsided 
over the years is Celtic FC vs. Mahn 
chester United. However, ona late-game 
free kick, Celtic midfielder Shunsuke Na 
kamura changed all that: http://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v = o2ROVd6C60k 


CALENDAR 


NO HOME GAMES 








M. soccer 
eliminated 
from NCAAs 


By MIKE GLENWICK 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Members of the Hopkins men’s 
soccer team knew that, at some 
point, their streak of undefeated 
games would come to an end. But 
for many of the team’s seniors, it 
ended just a bit too soon, as the 
Blue Jays lost 
to the na- 
tional pow- 
erhouse and 
defending 
NCAA Divi- 
sion III cham- 
pion, No. 3 Messiah College, 
2-1, on Nov. 18. The game, along 
with the Sweet Sixteen match-up 
that preceded the loss, was held 


Messiah 2 
Hopkins 1 


at Williams College in western | 


Massachusetts. 

The loss, in the quarterfinals of 
the Division II] tournament, was 
a tough one for the team to take. 
The Jays played neck-and-neck 
with the formidable Falcons, who 


have been at the top of the na- | 
tional rankings this year and in | 


many years past. 


The first half of the game was | 
scoreless, although both teams | 


would have been on the board 
early had it not been for impres- 


sive play by both defenses. The | 
Jays’ offense out-shot Messiah 


in the half, 8-5. Even with the 
many shots taken by both teams, 
there were few legitimate op- 
portunities. Each team’s goalie 
had to make only one save‘in the 
first half, which was more than 
enough to get the teams into the 


locker room at the half without a ‘| 


goal on the scoreboard. 

The second half, however, 
was an entirely different story, as 
desperation set in and each team 
pressed for a score. 

Less than 10 minutes into the 
second half, it was the Falcons 
who showed they were not ready 
to let their season end. Kai Ka- 
siguran put home the game’s first 
goal, giving Messiah a 1-0 lead. 
The lone assist from J.D. Binger, 
who was finally able to scoot 
a score past the stone hands of 
Hopkins senior goalie Danny 
Coble. 

However, the Jays were not 
about to let that Falcon strike fin- 
ish their season as they turned 
right back around to even the 
game again. Less than two min- 
utes later, in the 57th minute, the 
Jays came through as sophomore 
forward Akash Naik headed 
one past Messiah goalie Dustin 
Shambach. 
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INSIDE 


What's Nawrocki’s 
secret? 


Athlete of the Week Danny 
Nawrocki offers many secrets to 
his basketball success. But none 
of them have to do with basket- 
ball. And most of them are out- 
right lies, Page A10. 


Parity just means 
everyone stinks 


The dynasty has gone the way 
of the dinosaur, and sports editor 
Matthew Murray is having none 
of it. Sports are more exciting 
when we have something to hate, 
Page A10. 





Fencing at home in 
Hoboken, NJ 


What do Stevens Tech, Hunter 
College, The New Jersey Institute 
of Technology, and Yeshiva all 
have in common? Each of the four 
schools have fallen victim to the 
Mens Fencing team. Page A11. 
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| Senior forward/center Matt Griffin looks for the put-back after snatching a rebound from two Rowan defenders in a 70-68 win. 


By ZACH GOODMAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Wrestling is an individual 
sport with team scoring... Your 
team can cheer you on, but when 
you're on that 


mat, you're js") 

ane The James Mad. 31 
ue Jay grap- a le)>) liking 

plers seem 


to have em- 

braced this individual philoso- 
phy, excelling in tournaments but 
struggling in duals, with their 
team stacked up directly against 
another. 

With two tournaments and 
two dual meets under their belts, 
the Jays have wrestled two stark- 
ly different seasons. After prom- 
ising individual performances 
at the season-opening Messiah 
Tournament, the Jays limped into 
the dual meet portion of their 
schedule. After dropping a par- 
ticularly disappointing match to 
Elizabethtown College, 26-12, the 
team was further demoralized 
by James Madison, losing by a 
brutal margin, 31-9. But between 
those two losses was a sterling 
performance at Oneonta’s Red 
Dragon Invitational, where the 
Blue Jays took fourth place out of 
13 teams. 


abridged lineup, the Jays weren't 
looking for an overwhelming 
team score, hoping instead to 
make some waves in a few indi- 
vidual brackets to set the bar for 
the season. 

Hopkins enjoyed a slew of 
third place finishes, plus a solid 
effort at the 197-pound level from 
sophomore Tyler Schmidt that 
earned him a ticket to the final 
round. Schmidt, the No. 5 seed 
in his bracket, scored two con- 
secutive big upsets, earning a 
6-2 decision against University 
of Southern Maine’s 4th-seeded 
Steve Young before really turn- 
ing up the intensity and scoring 
a pin in 4:17 against the top seed, 
King’s College’s Jason Reilly. He 
lost in the finals by a score of 6- 





1 against the No. 2 seed, Thomas 
Sanders of Case Western, but fin- 
ished three spots above his seed. 

Also finishing above his seed 
was sophomore 285-pounder 
Vince Domestico, who entered 
the tournament as the No. 4 seed. 
After being bumped to the con- 
solation bracket from an earlier 
loss to top-seeded James Bishop 
of King’s College, Domestico won 
a bout against his own teammate, 
senior 285-pounder Johnathon 
Freeman, to make it to the third 
place match, which he won with 





Heading into Messiah with an. 





Wrestling excels in tournaments, struggles at duals 


a first period pin. The Jays took 
fifth out of seven teams with 52 
points. 

“We're a strong tournament 
team,” Domestico said: “We have 
a few outstanding wrestlers at a 
few weights.” 

Hopkins enjoyed even more 
tournament success at the Red 
Dragon Invitational, this time 
with a Blue Jay going all the way 
to the championship. Senior 141- 
pounder Marco Priolo nabbed the 
top seed in his bracket and didn’t 
look back, scoring five consecu- 
tive victories to win after a gruel- 
ing day. And for Priolo, it kept get- 
ting harder and harder. His first 
two matches were cakewalks; he 
pinned each opponent in the first 
half of the first period. But then 
the No. 8 seed, USM's Nick Spen- 
cer, gave him more of a workout. 

CONTINUED ON Pace A11 


V. Basketball crushes tourney competition 


The Lady Jays outscored their opponents by a combined 41 to win the Durgala Memorial event 


By EILEEN LILLY 

The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
Ranked as the pre-season cons 

ference No. 1, the Lady Jays were 

very eager this past weekend to 

prove this prediction right. 








With this optimistic rating in 
mind, the young Jays team began 
their season against the College 
of Staten Island in the inaugural 
Mike Durgala Memorial Tourna- 
ment. 

After letting the Dolphins 





Junior forward Andrea Dodrill drives hard towards the bucket in a nine-point win. 


Mey. 


M. B’ball is top D-H 
team in Maryland 


By JOHN MONAGAN 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


The balls bouncing and rims 
rattling that have started to 
pierce your ears on Saturday af- 
ternoons and weeknights? The 
whistles and squeaking you hear 
from Goldfarb Gymnasium? 
That means 
basketball is 
back at Hop- 
kins, and this 
year, there are 
lofty expec- 
tations for the men’s basketball 
team. Led by senior captains and 
retuning all-Centennial Confer- 
ence players TJ Valerio, Dan 
Nawrocki and Matt Griffin, the 
Blue Jays have steamrolled their 
way to a6-0 start early in the sea- 
son, picking up the title of “best 
D-III team in Maryland” along 
the way. 

In these tone-setting early sea- 
son contests, the Blue Jays have 
steamrolled the competition. The 
Jays picked up two wins in the 
Blue Jay Invitational to win their 
own tournament, then proceeded 
to win three straight in the Pride 
of Maryland tournament, includ- 
ing a championship victory over 
Salisbury. In their first Centen- 
nial Conference game against 


Swarthmore 57 
Hopkins 73 
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Freshman 133-pounder Rob Doverspike can't withstand JMU’s reverse half-nelson. 


jump out to a 9-3 lead in the first 
four minutes of play, senior cap- 
tain guard Whitney Davis and 
junior guard 


Andrea Do- [J 
drill pro- 
pelled their Staten Isle. 50 


Hopkins 81 


team to a 13-0 
run. 

Following the unanswered 
streak, the Jays went onto com- 
pletely dominate the Dolphins, 
81-50. It was the team’s first win 
as 16 Hopkins’ players scored to 
combine for the win. Addition- 
ally, Hopkins’ crashed the boards 
hard against Staten Island College 
and held a 36 rebound advantage, 
setting the team record for most 
‘bounds in a game. 

Coming off their 31-point vic- 
tory, the Blue Jays faced the Mora- 
vian Greyhounds in the tourna- 
ment title game. Once again, 
the team fell into an early defi- 





Swarthmore, the Blue Jays easily 
handled the Garnet 73-57. 

They have been led offensive- 
ly by their two big men, Street & 
Smith pre-season All-American 
Griffin and the physically domi- 
nating Nawrocki. Early on, its 
been clear that the team’s main 
objective is to feed the big men 
inside, and as the season contin- 
ues and wins pile up, their hun- 
ger inside will only get stronger. 

“Early on, our key has been 
our inside-out game,” Valerio 
said. “We set the tone early with 
our big men playing physically 
inside, because, from our point 
of view, there is no other team 
that can match up with our front- 
court.” 

Outside of their frontcourt 
contributions (Griffin entered 
Tuesday night's contest against 
Swarthmore averaging 16.8 ppg 
and 6 rpg, while Nawrocki aver- 
aged 15.8 and 10.8), the key for 
the Blue Jays has been their abil- 
ity to hit the outside shot. This is 
where Valerio comes in. A sharp- 
shooter from the outside, Valerio 
has hit almost 50 percent of his 
three-pointers this season. When 
joined by fellow marksman soph- 
omore Phil Beggans on the wing, 
the two are a great duo to join 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A11 





karly meets 
yield mixed 


) results tor 


swimming 
By CALEB GROFF 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


This weekend, the men’s and 
women’s swim teams head to 
Kenyon, Ohio for their big taper 
meet of the first half of the sea- 
son. While this may be the big- 
gest meet of the season so far, 
both teams have already swum 
against some high class competi- 
tion. 

The Hopkins men are 1-2 in 
dual meets, losing to Navy and 
Maryland while beating Frank- 
lin and Marshall. They finished 
second in the Carnegie Melon In- 
vitational which included teams 
like Carnegie Mellon, Emory 
and Case Western. In the Loyola 
Invitational, the men finished 
first beating VMI, Howard and 
Loyola. 

With the same schedule, the 
women are also 1-2, having de- 
feated rival Franklin and Mar- 
shall. The lady Jays finished 
third at Carnegie Melon and, just 
like the men, won the Loyola In- 
vitational. 

The Hopkins’ men and wom- 
en teams traveled on Oct. 21, to 
Annapolis to take on the Navy 
Midshipmen. The Lady Jays 
kept things interesting through- 
out the day’s event, but could 
not prevail, losing 165-105. How- 
ever, the meet was highlighted 
by four wins by the Jays. Soph- 
omore Elissa Stautner won the 
400 meter freestyle, senior Allie 
Foster won the 200-meter indi- 
vidual medley, freshman Taylor 
Mann won the 100-meter butter- 
fly, and the Lady Jays swept the 
200 meter freestyle relay. The 
winning team included fresh- 





cit within the contest’s opening 
minutes, and did not regain the 
lead until 8:55 mark in the first 
half. After Miller’s lay-up pulled 
the Jays ahead, the team went on 
to retain the lead for the rest of 
the game winning 85-75. 

At one point the Jays held a 19- 
point lead, but the Greyhounds 
quickly dwindled that lead down 
to 10 before the end of the game. 
Miller was the game's leading 
scorer with 20 points and tacked 
on 13 rebounds for her impres- 
sive 16th career double-double. 

ContiNueD ON Pace A10 


men Sarah Thomas and Lisa Qu, 
and sophomores Jackie Rooney 
and Kristin Cunningham. 

The Hopkins men’s team won 
five events in meet but also stum- 
bled by a score of 169.5-101.5 to 
the mighty Midshipmen. Soph- 
omore Colin Kleinguetl won the 
800 meter freestyle, junior Brad 
Test won the 50 meter freestyle, 
and sophomore Bob Sershon won 
the 100 meter butterfly. One of 

the standout performances of 

the meet came from a surpris- 

Ing source: freshman Todd Spock 
Continuep on Pace All 
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One rat 





48,000 rats 


They roam our city unchecked, spreading 
disease and mischief at every turn, and they 
must be stopped. With eradication in mind, our 
reporter got to know the elusive inhabitants 
of Baltimore's alleys and sewers so you don't 
have to. Features B3 
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e 4 “A GUIDE TO POST-HOLIDAY HEALTH 


y, Turkey, apple pie, eggnog, roasted chestnuts: Holiday 
: loods, though delicious, pack a high-calorie, choles- 
terol-laden punch. (And speaking of punch, punch 
doesn't help either.) In the interest of not having to buy 
an entirely new wardrobe, we've compiled some hints 
to help shed those extra winter pounds and keep them 
oli — until next year, that is. Focus, B2 





TOOK A DRAG, | 


' READY FOR THIS 






Think Canada’s all about 
moose and_ universal 
healthcare? The grand 
avenues of old Mon- 
treal and Quebec 
City reveal our north- 
ern neighbor's sophisti- | fF 
cated side, BI2 


You've already played 
air guitar to all their 
songs, but is the movie 
any good? Our tena- 
cious reviewer takes a 
look at Jack Black and 
KG’s _ rock-obsessed ere 
buddy movie, B7 te 


In the next episode 
of Toad Detective, 
your favorite amphibi- 
ous gumshoe faces off 
against his arch nem- 
esis in the first excit- 
ing fight scene in this 
beloved strip, B9 
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Shed that extra winter weight al the hec Center Don't be a eee learn 
-to eat healthy this year 


By MARTE CUSHING 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The Ralph S. O’Connor Rec- 
reation Center is full of healthy 
ways to start or continue your 
workout regimen, so even the 
biggest couch potato can get in 
shape 

Hopkins’ future doctors can 
tell you all the benefits of regu- 
lar exercise — prevention of 
heart disease, obesity and dia- 
betes. 

Exercise can also make you 
feel better, since it releases en- 
dorphins that create a feeling of 
well being, and because looking 
better is always a self-esteem 
booster. 

If you don’t think you can 
take time away from studying to 
get in shape, just remember that 
working out might even make 
you smarter. Studies show that 
long-term exercise can increase 
the flow of oxygen and blood to 
the brain. 


Fitness & Weight Rooms 

The Pepsi Fitness Center may 
be named after an overly sug- 
ared, highly caffeinated beverage 
often linked to obesity, but it still 
offers everything needed to get 
into shape. 

This of course depends on 
if you can get a machine — the 
treadmills are usually crowded 
and even the demand that stu- 
dents spend only 30 minutes on 
a machine if there is a weight 
list usually stalls most work- 
outs. 

According to the Rec Center 
Web site, “The least congested 
times to use the two rooms are 
between 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 
to 4 p.m. on weekdays,” with the 
busiest. time after five. 

If someone just won't get off 
tthe machine you need, try casu- 
sally reminding them of the im- 
portance of taking time off from 
‘exercising — doing the same 
-workout everyday can often be 
‘more harmful than good. 

The fitness room includes 
‘treadmills, elliptical cross-train- 
ers, Stairmasters, stationary bikes 
rand rowing machines. 

The weight room includes sey- 
-eral machines, benches and free 
weights. 


Classes 

The Rec Center is also known 
for its fitness classes. It will cost 
eyou $45 to pick up a pass that 
lets you attend any class you 
want. 

These classes range from four 
types of yoga (including Sunrise 
Yoga at 6:45 in the morning, if 





Health-conscious students get fit at the Ralph S 


you're absolutely insane) to Pi- 
lates and step aerobics at other 
times. 

There are also dance classes, 
including the infamous Stripper- 
cize class, for women only. 

If you're a little shy or very 
new to the world of working out, 
try a $30 individual, personalized 
workout session. There you can 
learn how to work the machines 
and find out what exercises are 


By LAUREN STRELEC 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Get more than just a Band-Aid 
at Student Health and Wellness 

From pre-school “boo-boos” 
through high school “sick days,” 
where there are students, there 
are health concerns. Be it from an 
athletic trainer or school nurse, 
the lifestyles of students require 
aid available throughout the aca- 
demic day. 

The demands of school health 
services are fairly contained to 
injuries and illness that can oc- 
cur during a school day. School 
nurses are adept at treating 
stomach aches, lost teeth and fe- 
vers. School trainers can pick up 
where nurses leave off, tackling 





everything from dehydration to 


best for you. 
Other Facilities 

If you're looking for a full- 
body workout, follow the smell 
of chlorine to the swimming 
pool. While swimming won't 
burn fat as fast as other aerobic 
workouts, the support of the 
water places less stress on the 
body, making it a perfect choice 
for those with joint or bone is- 
sues. 


torn ACLs. 

As students enter college, 
leaving school nurses and pe- 
diatricians behind, the demand 
for services and full-time avail- 
ability increases. Fulfilling the 
role of providing these services, 
most colleges have an on-campus 
center for health concerns, from 
accidents to lab injuries. 

Hopkins’ answer to under- 
graduate care is the Student 
Health and Wellness Center, lo- 
cated in AMR II near the Fresh 
Food Café. During regular 
hours, the center’s waiting room 
is filled with students seeking 
everything from allergy in- 
jections to HIV testing. While 
walk-in students are sometimes 
fit into the schedule, students 
interested in prompt service are 








A small, daily dose of choc- 
olate may be just what the 
doctor ordered, according to 
a recent study at the School of 
Public Health. 

In a fortuitous accident, 
chocolate lovers who refused 
to give up the snack during a 
study on blood stickiness led 
to a major discovery, according 
to a Nov. 14 press release by 
Johns Hopkins Medicine. 

This led to the startling dis- 
covery that a “few squares” of 
chocolate a day can cut the risk 
of a deadly heart attack in half 


of platelets to clot in narrow 
blood vessels.” 

“What these chocolate ‘of- — 
fenders’ taught us is that the 


vessel, causing heart attack, 
Diane Becker, a professor at 
the Schools of Medicine and — 
| Fb shige said i e the dee 


“by decreasing the tendency 


pennies in cocoa beans has 


_ However, just two tables 


HOW CAN CHOCOLATE BE HEALTHY? 





release. 

The researcher issued a warn- 
ing against consuming signifi- 
cant amounts of chocolate, how- 
ever, as the significant amount of 
sugar, butter and cream in most 




















dark chocolate a day made from 


dried cocoa bean extract can lead _ 
‘to ed hide Teil ae men-— 


“riety of other caffeinated sub- 


i keep the doctor away —at least 
_ for a while, anyway. 





tioned in the study. 

“Eating a little bit of choco- 
late or having a drink of hot 
cocoa as part of a regular diet 
is probably good for personal 
health, so long as people don’t 
eat too much of it, and too 
much of the kind with lots of 
butter and sugar,” she said. 

In the initial blood sticki- 
ness study, 139 participants 
were disqualified for ignoring 
the rules of the study for not 
being able to resist the urge of 
consuming chocolate and a va- 
















stances, wine and grapefruit 
juice. 

But a test later discovered 
that the blood samples from 
those who violated the rules 
took longer to coagulate, which 
can lead to the beneficial re- 
sults discovered. 

So it seems like a bar of 
chocolate a day may actually 













— James Freedman 






By HAO-MIN PAN 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


With the excitement of 


Thanksgiving and the upcoming 


holidays just around the corner, it 
can be difficult to control an ap- 
petite longing for junk food and 
home-cooked deserts. 

However, it’s essential that we 


| | all continue to practice maintain- 
| | ing good health. 
| 


Good health comes with eat- 


| ing the right foods. It’s important 


to eat right in order to maintain a 


3 | healthy lifestyle. 


Eating right greatly reduces 
the risk of many diseases that 
are quickly becoming epidem- 


| ics in the United States including 


5 | cancer, diabetes, heart disease, 
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. O'Connor Recreation Center, located near the AMR dormitories on campus. 


The climbing wall is yet an- 
other oft-overlooked opportuni- 
ty for a great workout at the Rec 
Center. 

While the wall and the ex- 
pert climbers can be intimidat- 
ing when you're just starting out, 
there are climbing routes of all 
grades available. 

The wall is open from 6 to 10 
p-m. on weekdays, and from 3 to 
5 p.m. on weekends. 





Take good care at the Health Center 


wise to call in an appointment 
with one of the center’s 18 clini- 
cians. 

“The Health and Wellness 
Center is really helpful for drop- 
ins and small health emergen- 
cies,” Senior Burkin Ulgen said, 
“but the lines can be long.” Even 
with appointments, the wait time 
can be considerable due the num- 
ber of undergraduates who take 
advantage of the on-campus phy- 
sicians and clinicians. 

Fellow senior, Rebecka Lopez, 
however, assures that priority is 
given in necessary situations. Af- 
ter she slipped on ice freshman 
year, Lopez recalled, “the staff 
at the Health Center saw me im- 
mediately and gave me plenty of 
Band-Aids throughout my recov- 
ery.” 

While many students are 
aware of the cough drop and con- 
dom supply in the Health Center, 
there is a large number of servic- 
es beyond general health main- 
tenance, including vaccinations 
and gynecological exams. 

Whether you slip on the steps 
of Gilman or a need a refill on 
birth control, the Student Health 
and Wellness Center is more than 
your high school nurse’s office. 


HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS 


AMR II (near Fresh Food Cafe) 
http://www. jhu.edu/~shcenter/ 
p: (410) 516-8270 

f: (410) 516-4784 


Regular Hours Pee 
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


(closed 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 pe 
Saturday 9 a.m. to noon — 
Sunday Closed ba 


Expanded Heures oe 
Taney Vanda and ‘9 


oon nee mM. Ye 


4-6 p.m. pide Cae and 
injured students _ 








| and obesity are 


| ing 


| never too late 


stroke and gallbladder disease. 
Alarmingly enough, recent sta- 
tistics suggest that 65 percent of 


| | Americans are overweight. As 
| | our 
| | becoming 
| creasingly fatty 


diets are 


in- 


and unhealthy, 
that trend is ex- 
pected to con- 
tinue. 
Overeating 


clearly becom- 
epidemics 
in our nation 
but as an in- 
dividual it is 


to start  eat- 
ing right. Even 
among those who maintain a 
healthy weight, it’s often difficult 
to keep a conscious record of our 
diets. Furthermore, a healthy diet 
decreases the risk of common ill- 
nesses such as influenza from the 
consumption of vital nutrients 
and energy. 

Similarly, a healthy diet will 
aid in the recovery from such ill- 
nesses. 

A healthy and balanced diet is 
typically defined as one in which 
nutrient intake is maintained and 
cholesterol, sugar, salt and fat in- 
take is reduced. 

To maintain a healthy and 
flexible nutrient intake, it is im- 
portant to eat different kinds of 
foods to take advantage of the 
nutrients from the variety of 
foods. 

The body requires more than 
40 different nutrients for good 
health and there is no single food 
that will supply them all. Daily 
food selection should include 
breads and whole-grain prod- 
ucts, fruits, vegetables, dairy 
products, meat, poultry, fish and 
other foods rich in protein. 

Numerous surveys show that 
Americans do not eat enough 
whole-grains or fruits and vege- 
tables. It’s generally recommend- 
ed that the average adult should 
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Eddie’s Market serves up healthy fruit. 


consume 6-11 servings of bread, 
rice and pastas with at least three 
of those servings from the catego- 
ry of whole grains. Furthermore, 
it’s important to eat two-to-four 
servings of fruit and three-to-five 
servings of vegetables. 

Along with eating the right 
foods and the right amounts, 
it’s important to keep portion 
sizes reasonable to eat foods you 
want. Contrary to our cravings 
or any current dieting habits, it’s 
always important to eat foods in 
healthy portions. A recommend- 
ed serving of meat is typically 
three ounces, the size of a deck 
of playing cards and a medium 
piece of fruit is a serving. A pint 
of ice cream, on the other hand, 
typically represents four serv- 
ings. 

Meals should also be eaten 
regularly to maintain a healthy 
metabolism or out-of — control 
hunger, which 
typically leads 
to overeating. 


It’s typical 
when you're 
very hungry 


to forget about 
good nutrients 
and __ indulge 
in unhealthy 
snacks. Snack- 
ing is useful 
to curb hunger 
between meals 
but it’s impor- 
tant to not al- 
low snacks to 
become entire meals, especially 

junk foods. 

It’s recommended to eat about 
six small meals that are evenly 
spread out through the day start- 
ing with a healthy breakfast to 
jumpstart your daily metabo- 
lism. 

It is also important to under- 
stand that -certain unhealthy 
foods do not need to be com- 
pletely eliminated in any diet. If 
you take pleasure in indulging 
yourself in foods high in sugar 
or fat, the key is moderating 
the intake of these foods and 
how often you consume them. 
As long as you make sure you 
don’t overindulge and continue 
to eat healthy, it’s much easier 
to maintain a healthy diet than 
completely eliminating certain 
foods from your diet. 

If you find it is difficult to eat 
healthy or if you find that your 
food choice becomes bland and 
unappetizing, there are oth- 
er ways to give them another 
chance. 

Look through cookbooks or 
ask friends about tasty ways to 
prepare foods. If you don’t enjoy 
them at first, this is an excellent 
way to introduce yourself to dif- 
ferent dishes with high nutrition- 
al value. 


- 
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Prepare 
ior arat 
Invasion 


By MAX MCKENNA 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Imagine the vilest beast you 
can: a horrific creature that 
roams in dark alleys waiting 
to terrorize the innocent pass- 
ers-by; a monster that can never 
fully be destroyed, a contempt- 
ible creature that can detect 
poison with an accuracy akin to 
finding a grain of salt in half a 
pound of peanut butter and can 
ingest many times the fatal dos- 
age of said poison for an animal 
of comparable size; a beast with 
a vertical jump of four times its 
height; a villain that can have 
100,000 descendants in just three 
years; a fiend with flesh-rend- 
ing teeth and infectious saliva; a 
horrendous brute with testicles 
twice the size of a 400-pound 
gorilla’s! 

Now imagine there’s one of 
these suckers for every 13 Balti- 
moreans, and their numbers are 
only growing. “How could sucha 
beastly invasion go so ignored?” 
you ask. “How come the U.N. 
hasn’t taken action to halt these 
monstrous aggressors?” 

Well, because these beasts are 
rather common. In fact, the hor- 
rible creature described above is 
simply the Rattus norvegicus, or 
brown/sewer/alley/typical run- 
of-the-mill city rat. 

Some residents of Baltimore 
will be horrified to discover that 
so many of these diseased, ag- 
gressive, foot-long sex machines 
are running around their city. In 
truth, there is not much ‘hat can 
be done, in terms of gra :d-scal 
extermination — after 1, 
produce thousands of offspring a 
year. For each rat that is captured 
or killed, there are a hundred 
baby rats waiting to grow up and 
take its place. 

The presence of rats in Balti- 
more should hardly bea surprise, 
considering that cities produce a 
lot of garbage, the lifeblood of 
rats. Actually, if there is anyone 
to blame for a rat epidemic, it’s 
ourselves: humans allowed rats 
to flourish with the invention of 
farming and mass food storage 
4,000 years ago, and we contin- 
ue to perpetuate their existence 
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Mouse-traps not doing the trick? There are some DIY rat-poisons you can try out. 


by stacking pounds of waste in 
dark, overlooked alleyways. It’s 
thanks to us that rats are the only 
mammals to match humans in 
number and geographic range. 

While 48,000 rats in a city of 
about 640,000 may seem like 
a pretty alarming proportion, 
compared to other cities, Balti- 
more’s infestation is not so bad. 
Consider New York for example: 
NYC has about a 10-to-one man- 
to-rat ratio. 

But just because we've got it a 
little better than New York doesn’t 
mean rats are any less repulsive. 
Most of us try to avoid rats like 
the plague they used to carry, not 
just because they start 25 percent 
of house fires or because they 
hijack trash trucks, but because 
they are downright ugly. No one 
wants to give affectionate caress- 
es toa big, furry, scraggly vermin 
mistaken for a pet cat. Ew. 

The city is incapable of halting 
this infestation, so the burden of 
“rat presence limiting,” or exter- 
mination, has fallen on the citi- 
zens. There are two methods of 
extermination at the individual's 
disposal: one can either call an 
exterminator and take the easy 
way out, or one can take matters 
into one’s own hands and, like 
a true Baltimorean, show. those 
vermin who's boss. Baltimore 
has a proud history of vigilante 
rat eradication, and not to follow 
in the footsteps of Charm City’s 
finest men and women is to be, 
well, a sissy. 

It all started in the 1950s, 
when the Baltimore Clipper news- 
paper hosted a rat-catching com- 
petition to weed out some of 
the critters. Twenty years later, 
in the 1970s, locals with their 
pants tucked into their socks ran 
around the granaries of Locust 
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Point with Jack Russell terriers, 
letting the dogs tear the rats to 
shreds at a rate of about 100 an 
hour. BARE, or the Baltimore 
Association of Rat Fisherper- 
sons, was established in 1993 by 
fishermen put out by the mora- 
torium on the bay. BARF held 
competitions where participants 
“fished” (lines, bait and all) for 
rats in the alleys of East Balti- 
more. The rats were weighed 
and prizes awarded accordingly, 
like any bass-fishing contest. 

If you find yourself with a 
yen to be in the DIY-extermina- 
tion school of thought, there are 
a couple things you should know 
before going on the hunt. Most 
pros oppose the use of rat poi- 
son, especially when fortifying 
homes. 


Other animals or children | 
may accidentally consume the | 
highly fatal poison, or, in the | 


event the poison is successful, 
rats may die inside walls or 
hard-to-reach areas, creating a 
stench that can permeate an en- 
tire house. 


Rat hunters recommend traps, | 
either humane cage traps that | 
allow for the safe release of rats | 


into the wild or messy snap-and- 
glue traps. The choice is yours 
and usually depends on your 
values and/or state of mind. Real 
die-hards advocate classic feline 
scare tactics. A fierce-looking cat 
(or sometimes dog) is always a 
cheap alternative to rat traps and 
they make good companions, 
too. 


So, whether you're a rat | 


avoider, passionate rat hunter 
or even a rare rat sympathizer, 
Baltimore’s got plenty of scares/ 
prey/potential pets at your dis- 
posable: 48,000 of them to be 
exact! 





NTER.COM, HTTP://WWWPYROPUS.CA 
A tenacious species: although many rats aren't lucky enough to escape extermination, these critters have no problems surviving. 





Many surprises were served on Thanksgiving 


o the chagrin of many 

and the great relief of a 

few, the long-awaited 

Thanksgiving vacation 

has come and gone. In 
the weeks before Thanksgiving, 
Hopkins students are stretched 
thinner than at any other time 
during the year because it is the 
longest that they go without hav- 
ing any sort of vacation. 

From last 
Wednesday 
through Sun- 
day, Hopkins 
students finally 
had a chance to 
go home — or at least get away 
from campus — in honor of cel- 
ebrating Turkey Day with their 
families. Most would agree that 
having a few days off is simply 
not long enough for reconnect- 
ing with old friends, spending 
time with parents and relaxing 
before the frenzied start of final 
exams. 


- But there were several stu-— 


dents who felt that they had 


"spent enough time away from 


‘Hopkins. We were anxious to re- 


turn to Homewood, despite the 
homework that was surely wait- 


ino for 1c here 


Sarah Addison 
Guest Column 


One student, Erin Donohue, 
experienced something so dis- 
tressing during her Thanksgiv- 
ing break that she felt pangs of 
longing for all-nighters in MSE. 
Donohue, a sophomore, was 
vastly irritated by the impend- 
ing plethora of family members 
visiting before she had even left 
Homewood. Then she thought 
the situation could deteriorate 
no further, once 
she found out 
that she had been 
ousted from her 
room so that her 
aunt and her 
aunt’s boyfriend could sleep 
there instead. 

“Things got so much worse, 
though,” Donohue said. She 
had needed some clothes from 
her bedroom and made the mis- 
take of going back for them. “I 
walked in on the two of them, 
well, doing something horrible. 
Why would you do that when 
you're guests in someone else's 
house and why did they have to 
in my bed?” — 

Ina word, Donohue described 
the experience as “traumatiz- 


ing.” She couldn’t wait to come 
hack ta Hankine: che wanld 
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have her own “uncontaminated” 
room all to herself, while hav- 
ing the opportunity to recount 
to her friends the horrors of her 
Thanksgiving vacation. 

Sophomore Luciano Cothias 
claims his Thanksgiving break 
was infamous from start to finish. 
First, the airport lost his books 
and he didn’t get them back un- 
til Saturday, so he fell behind on 
his classwork. “Then, one of my 
friends got news that she’s being 
deployed to Iraq in February,” 
Cothias said. The worry over 
his schoolwork coupled with the 
anxiety of the departure of his 
friend in the army made it diffi- 
cult to handle being at home dur- 
ing the break. 

“Plus, I spent almost no time 
with my family,” Cothias said. 

Despite his wish to have been 
able to be at home longer, he 
couldn’t wait to return to Hop- 
kins, somewhere away from the 


‘painful memories and “because 


it’s the home stretch. We're al- 
most done before a real break.” 
And as for me? Well, Thanks- 
giving Day was quite satisfactory: 
eating turkey, stuffing and many 
slices of pie coupled with the 
Contin on pace RS 


| 


but she almost 

| | fainted from the 
pain. 

At college, 


| though she was 


or those of you who 


don’t know, using a 
tampon when you're 
young can be quite 


painful. Imagine your- 

self trying to pump a piece of 
ying 

plastic and cotton into a tight, 


| | sensitive hole. It’s not a surprise 


that my friend couldn't use one. 
Every summer there was at least 
one pool party she had to miss be- 
cause she couldn’t use tampons. 
One day she managed to find the 


| right channel and 


forced it to stay, 


experiencing 





me to Bonnaroo and bars in Que- 
bec. Since I’ve been at college, 
they have been open and com fort- 
able with sex and all related top- 
ics. After a few margaritas at the 
Mexican restaurant last spring 
break, they even tried to get my 
opinion of my younger brother 
having sex with his girlfriend. 
My brother using the backseat of 
my Volvo is not a thought I like 
to ponder. The way our parents 
feel about us having sex is like 
the way we feel 
about our sib- 
lings doing it, 
only a thousand 
times amplified. 

Sex can be a 
sticky subject 
as many _par- 


many new and ents disapprove 
exciting things, <i of promiscuity 
she still couldn’t Wi withoutwedding 
use “boo boo Ashley Wietsma bands. Having 
sticks” as I called ° A their child lose 
ae bs I was Orgasmic Chemistry eae her es 
ittle. e sum- ginity 1s an ev 
mer after fresh- more shocking 


| men year, she decided to man 





up and use one. Surprisingly 
it slipped right in! Feeling ec- 
static and like a real woman, she 
rushed to tell her mom — who 
was just as excited. As she was 
bouncing out of the room, she 
was stopped by her mother’s 
question, “Is it because you're 
not a virgin anymore?” 

This may be one of the most 
uncomfortable ways to talk to 


| your parents about sex for the 


first time. Another awkward 
story happened to a friend when 
her boyfriend was visiting over 
in the summer. As respectable 
Christians, her family attended 
church every week. The couple 
had chosen to attend a later mass 
than her parents so they could 
sleep in. 

It had been so long since the 
two had seen each other and 
this was their first time being 
alone. Such an opportunity was 
too good to resist. They choose 
to remain in the church park- 
ing lot to get reacquainted. A 
sweet, seemingly innocent girl, 
she hated concealing the truth 
from her parents and had to tell 
them. “Hey Mom, Dad,” she be- 
gan hoarsely. “We didn’t go to 
church today ... We were having 
sex.” 

That’s one sure-fire way for 
your parents to discover the 
loss of your virginity. Most of 
us have discussed sex only once 
with our parents. When we were 
pre-teens with budding sexual 
organs, we tried not to make eye 
contact with our parents as they 
spoke of making love. But now 
we're adults and we can smoke, 
vote, gamble and even buy things 
from infomercials. Surprisingly, 
we still find it impossible to talk 
about sex with our parents. 

Luckily, I have wonderfully 
liberal parents who have taken 


experience than when they lost 
it. Parents never wish to think 
about someone touching the bare 
butt that they used to put diapers 
on. 

Bringing up the topic is the 
biggest challenge. Thankfully, 
my mom could just sense it with 
her motherly instincts. If your 


Talk about the birds and bees, again 


understanding. 

Furthermore, what if some- 
thing goes wrong? What if you 
contract an STD or get preg- 
nant? You should tell your par- 
ents about these potentially life- 
threatening situations. It would 
be helpful for your parents to 
already have some knowledge 
of your sexual activities before 
dealing with these problems. 
You wouldn’t want to have to 
drop two big bombs on them at 
once: “I’m having sex now, and 
oh, I have herpes.” 

It’s not necessary to be ex- 
tremely open about your sex life. 
Your parents shouldn’t know 
what your favorite position is 
or that you’ve completed the 
D-Level Challenge. I have one 
friend who gives his dad a play- 
by-play. That seems a little un- 
healthy. I’m comfortable telling 
my mom I’m having relations 
with a steady guy or saying to 
my dad that I’m making “bad 
decisions,” an _ all-encompass- 
ing term for sex, drinking and 
slacking off. (He’s usually most 
concerned with the latter). Your 
parents should know enough 
so that they aren’t worried. Tell 
them you are comfortable with 
your partner and always use 
protection. 

As for my parents know- 
ing about Orgasmic Chemistry, 




















parents ask you about it, don’t 
lie. You can confirm their suspi- 
cions and end the conversation 
there. There’s no need to talk 
freely with them about it. Usu- 
ally my mom talks at me, while 


I silently listen to her words of' 


safety and being in love. 

It’s nice to know that my par- 
ents aren't judging my actions. 
We're changing here at college, 
and it’s necessary for our to de- 
velop with us. Your relationship 
with your mom and dad will ac- 
tually grow stronger as you be- 
come more mature and honest. 
Not all parents will react posi- 
tively to you opening up, but 
you may be surprised by their 
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I told them at first that it was a 
love/relationship column in the 
presence of my grandma. (Dur- 
ing Thanksgiving, she asked for 
the News-Letter address so she 
could write in a question about 
dating). After breaking the news 
that it was a little racier, my 
mom thought the title was cute 
but wanted to know if I talked 
about things like “heavy pet- 
ting and hand jobs.” Though I 
send my love to them now, they 
won't see it. We agreed it would 
be better if they didn’t read my 
articles. I mean, what if my par- 
ents actually learned something 
or, even worse, decided to give 
me input? 





Service program gets students tnto the city 


By DEREK NNURO 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


While some Johns Hopkins 
University students remain 
barred within the confines of 
3400 N. Charles St, there aresome 
who are willing to venture into 
the city as volunteers at National 
Student Partnerships (NSP), a 
nonprofit organization commit- 
ted to building student leaders 
through a service program fo- 
cused on linking people in need 
with the resources and opportu- 
nities necessary to become self- 
sufficient. 

Inspired by a homeless man 
who slept on a street not too far 
from their campus, Yale Universi- 
ty undergraduates Kirsten Lodal 
and Brian Kreiter founded NSP 
in 1998. Their goal was simple: 
mobilize college students in an 
effort to help reduce the ignored 
high levels of poverty that exists 


in this country. 


Today, NSP operates a nation- 
al network of drop-in resource 
centers staffed by student vol- 
unteers from area colleges and 
universities. Such a center ex- 
ists about seven blocks from our 
own campus, nestled among the 


of tightly packed homes on E. 


25th St. Johns Hopkins domi- 
nates as the most represented 
university. Sophomore Wren 
Haaland, local director, began 
volunteering at NSP last Feb- 


ruary Haaland finde the wark 


ud 


she does very satisfying. “Not 
only do we fulfill an important 
role by helping clients find ser- 
vices that they need, but we also 
take time to listen to our clients 
and give them a chance to talk 
about their lives. As a volun- 
teer, I know a lot about finding 
jobs and accessing resources in 
Baltimore, but I can also learn 
a lot from clients about new re- 
sources that they have used, or 
just about what's going on in the 
city,” she said. 

But she also acknowledges 
the apprehension that one might 
have about working with home- 
less people due to the harsh re- 
alities of their situations. She 
wants anyone who has any con- 
cerns about working with home- 
less people to know that “[the 
clients] often feel like they are 
invisible to the rest of society, so 
the fact that a volunteer is com- 
pletely focused on helping them 
means a great deal to many of 


_ [them].” 


Junior Cindy Fei, another 
volunteer who has been partici- 
pating in NSP events since her 
sophomore year, summarizes 
perfectly the need for such an 
organization in Baltimore: “NSP 
works to change [lives] ... [many 
of its clients] haven’t had the 
same educational opportunities 
that we have and therefore their 
literacy skills are limited. The 
social services sector of Balti- 
more is so averwhelmed hv the 


N 


sheer number of people in need 
that it has developed a nega- 
tive attitude toward them. The 
bureaucracy and requirements 
involved in trying to apply for 
different programs is over- 
whelming for the literate, much 
less for the illiterate.” And this is 
exactly what NSP tries to do by 
serving a community stressed 
by poverty and_ recklessness 
when dealing with people in 
need of critical assistance. : 
This semester alone, NSP Bal- 
timore, with the help of its 20 vol- 
unteers (16 of them coming from 
Hopkins), has served 147 clients 
in about 500 meetings. NSP Bal- 
timore, according to the numbers 
compiled at the corporate office, 
currently leads all 12 NSP sites in 
performance. H 
NSP Baltimore was named an 
official campus organization this 
semester. Affiliated with Hop- 
kins’ Center for Social Concern 
(CSC), the office on 25th Street 
gains much of its strength from 
the cooperation of its student 
volunteers. All volunteers have 
a hand in the many directions 
NSP takes and are encouraged 
to take on personal projects that 
they feel will benefit the orga- 
nization. Two weeks ago NSP’s 
volunteers convened to paint 
a wing of the office. The now 
bright yellow room perfectly 
captures the excitement and de- 
votion the volunteers have for 
their organization. 


mS 





Model students 


By HEATHER BARBAKOFF 
Che Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Imagine a scared young girl in 
Cambodia or Thailand. This girl, 
and the thousands like her, is a 
victim of human trafficking. Is 
there somey 


vay to help her? 


There are numerous Hopkins 


students who have undertaken 
efforts to do so through their 
participation Dec. 5 in the Vision 


XChange sponsored event Hop- 
kins Top Mode 

Human trafficking is a boom- 
estimated 


$7 to $9.5 billion made annually 


ing industry, with an 


from its exploits. The numbers 
Anywhere from 


to S0O,000 


are Staggering 


600,000 men, women 


and children are moved across 
; 
t 


national borders for use in the 
sex industry 

\ majority of the people traf- 
ficked are women and children 
from East Asia and the Pacific. 
These victims are sold into this 
life 


like escort services and brothels 


through organized crime, 
Far from being a problem of the 
human trafficking is the 
third fastest growing crime in- 


past 


dustry 

These atrocities are not mere- 
ly happening in underdeveloped 
and developing nations, but in 
the United States as well. The FBI 
that American 
dren as young as nine and old 
as 19 are being trafficked within 
the United States with numbers 
as high as 100,000. 

The majority who utilize the 
women’s are married 
men, but ages can range from as 
young as 15 to as old as 90. Be- 
tween 80 and 86 percent of the 
women are physically and sexu- 
ally abused. A typical night for 
a woman trapped in this life 
involves engaging with 10 to 15 
men per day while having to 
meet a minimum goal of $500 
per night. 


estimates chil- 


services 


a The results of participating 


£ 
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in this industry are catastrophic 
to the emotional and physical 
“health of the women. 

_ Most victims of trafficking 
‘remain emotionally distressed 
by their experiences; coercion 
is the primary way to erode the 
women’s resistance to enter this 





These ladies will strut their stuff 


underground world 

So how does Vision XChange 
intend to use a beauty pageant as 
a method of combat? “We real- 
ized that a lot of the people who 
trafficked work 
shops or unmonitored industries 


get in sweat- 
and a lot of these sweatshops 
make the clothing we enjoy so 
much. So we thought that it was 
only right that if we were going 
do another Hopkins Top Model,” 
junior Sophie Lu, the artistic 
coordinator and member of the 
publicity committee for Hopkins 
Top Model, said. 

The funds raised by Hop- 
kins Top Model will be donated 
to The Emancipation Network 
(TEN), a consortium of organi- 
zations that work to combat hu- 
man trafficking, specifically two 
overseas partners of TEN, the 
Development Education  Pro- 
gram for Daughters in Cambo- 
dia and Communities (DEPDC, 
and AFESIP: Acting For Women 
in Distressing Situations in Thai- 
land. Each of these organizations 
provides services for women in- 
volved in trafficking. 

“We want to promote activ- 
ism on campus,” Lu said. 

“There is so much apathy 
in the world and we wanted to 
combat that apathy. We love to 
buy things: our clothes, our iP- 
ods and our music. All of these 
things are produced by people, 
and we need to be aware of the 
where these goods come from.” 
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catwalk for a cause 
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on Dec 5 to help raise money to stop human trafficking 


DEPDC agreed to allow Vision 
XChange members the oppor- 
tunity to volunteer for two to 
three months this: summer in 
addition to the efforts by 
dents throughout the academic 
year. 

Specifically, the AFESIP raids 
brothels with police enforcement 


stu- 


and sets up hot-lines to help lo- 
cate victims. This organization 
attempts to remove the women 
from these conditions and re- 
unite them with their families as 
well as provide educational pro- 
grams for victims. 

“There is a demand of women 
and children prostitutes,” Lu 
stated. “If there wasn’t a demand, 
there wouldn't be a supply. Ev- 
erything is rooted in our society; 
we should look inside ourselves 
to see how we are connected 
to the world and we should be 
k wledgeable about what goes 
on in the world and how it hap- 
pens.” 

Hopkins Top Model will be 
held in the Glass Pavilion on 
Dec. 5; doors open at 7 p.m. 
and tickets are $5. Twenty con- 
testants will represent various 
students groups on campus that 
have decided to participate in 
the admirable efforts to try to 
stop human trafficking. Those 
interested in learning more 
about Vision XChange and its 
role on campus should visit 
their Web site at http://the.jhu. 
edu/vx. 


| 
| 
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-JENNIFER PETSCHE- 
Hometown: 
Branchburg, N.J. 
Major: Biomedical Engineer 
Year: Junior 


Crazy, sexy and cool: This 
brunette has brains 
afraid to challenge them — she’s 
BME. This drama queen partici- 
pates in Witness Theater produc- 
tions, is a Blue Key Tour Guide, 
researches to make the world a 
better place and is a sister of the 


Delta Xi Phi Multicultural Soror- 


and isn't 


The weather outside is frightful, but there is someone who's so hot that it’s delightfu 


ity. Her best quality is “my sense of 
direction,” so guys who don't like 
to stop and ask when lost should 
stick with her. But you must take 
the good with the bad; she lists her 


worst characteristic as “my tem- 
per.” A bit feisty, this one. 
fo get her ready, you better 


have an “Australian or New Zea- 
land accent,” but if you tend to 
stress, she’s just not that into you: 
she lists that as as turn-off. The 
boy she’s looking for has “the am- 
bition to do something (anything!) 
with his life” and some “well-kept 
hands and feet.” Hobbits need not 
apply! 

Her ideal date 
rope’s “The Final Countdown” as 


deserves Eu- 
a sound track, as she and her man- 
candy “make dinner and curl up 
to watch a large chunk of a sea- 
son of TV shows.” After her fill of 
sitcoms and cuddling, how soon 
does she try to get it on? “Some- 
where between a year and nega- 
tive three days,” this titillating 
vixen responds coy ly. 


at Hopkins! E-mail JHUFeatures@hotmail.com to surprise your eye-candy. 


Ladies, are you in the mood 
for some southern loving? Look 
no further, ladies, for News- 
Letter has found you the man 
of your dreams. Standing at a 
modest 5 feet 9 inches tall, this 
dirty blond is just waiting to 
take your breath away. With 
clear blue and eyes and a strong 
build, you won't be able to take 
your eyes off him. 

His forte may not be com- 
munication, but you can always 
rely on his empathetic nature; 
this stud muffin boasts how he 
will always be there for you. 

Always the humorous one, 
this catch writes for the recently 
revived Black and Blue Jay, while 
getting rich through his par- 
ticipation in the Danger Zone. 
But he’s interested in helping 
out the community through his 
participation with the service 
fraternity, APO. 

With “In the Mood” floating 
in the background, this hottie 
will be all yours. Here’s how: 


Eric wants to treat his lucky girl 
to a meal at a small restaurant, 
complete with live music, wine, 
scrumptious food and a mouth- 
watering dessert. And plenty of 
foreplay, because the move in to 
score happens right after. 

To turn him on, wear your 
cuteness proudly, but leave be- 
hind the bratty airs: If you’re sexy 
and you knowit, for this guy don’t 
ever show it! He’s looking for the 
unexpected romance in the little 
things, listing one of the most ro- 
mantic things he’s ever had done 
for hirn was when his girlfriend 
taught him to clean the shower. 
And just in case there was any 
confusion, Eric is not shy when 
asked to express his ideal char- 
acteristic in a woman — sexual 
proficiency. With which comes 
the question: how soon after the 
ideal date will he try to score? 

This cutie confesses to being 
a little quirky (he leaves himself 
notes on the soap dish) and is 
willing to put himself out there 
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Romance she takes in stride, 
listing as her ultimate favorite 
Valentine’s Day when “my boy- 
friend made me dinner. It was 
really sweet because, having 
no clue that he was doing so, 
he made a meal that my family 
used to have all the time when 
| was home. Also, I was wearing 
these really entertaining boots 
that kid of hurt my feet, and him 
making dinner meant | didn't 
have to walk as far as I was ex- 
pecting to!” How practical! 

Her most embarrassing, date 
story involves being. ticklish: 
“My boyfriend at the time was 
tickling me and when I was roll- 
ing around trying to get away, 
| ended up kicking him in the 
crotch.” Boys better beware 
when messing with her. But only 
one guy will: unfortunately, 
she’s taken. But sometimes it’s 
just enough to bask in the hot- 
ness that this darling exudes. 


I! So let ‘em know it .. 





-Eric TATE= 
Hometown: 
Austin, Texas 
Film and Media 
Studies 
Year: Sophomore 


Major: 


and risk everything for true 
love. Despite being turned 


down abruptly by a girl who | 


was too silly to realize what she 
was missing out on, he is just 
waiting for romance and pas- 
sion. Are there any volunteers? 


orc 


ENROLL IN ARN Od 


LEARN ABOUT ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP! REGISTER FOR INTERSESSION OPPORTUNITIES IN THE MILITARY SCIENCE DEPARTMENT: 


Add Army ROTC to your curriculum and you'll graduate as an Army Officer with leadership skills that will change your life. 


1. Leadership and Management - 374.101 (S) ... Learn basic leadership skills in a fun and experimental setting. 


ENROLL BEFORE DECEMBER 27, 2006! SPACE IS LIMITED! 


For more information, contact Captain Rolando Rodriguez at 410-516-4685 or rolando.r.rodriguez@us. army.mil 


_ make them Hot 





Organizational Learning, Change, and Adaptation - 374.360 (S) ... Study how the US Army as an organization has adapted to the changing strategic situations! 
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\ proper handbag Is the 


icole Richie has 
350 of them. The 
Queen of England 
prefers hers in 
exotic skins, and 
author Candace Bushnell claims 


her addiction is positiv ely out of 
control. 

What could such a div erse 
group of women possibly have 
in common? An obsession with 
the reverential handbag, of 
course. 

Accessories have forever been 
the darlings of all female species, 
rich or poor. From frilly scarves 
to strands of pearls, peep-toe 
shoes and bangles, ladies love 
their accoutrements. 

However, the handbag has sin- 
gularly become the “pet” of fash- 
ion designers. They have success- 
fully taken its function and social 
status to unprecedented levels, 
transforming “arm candy” into 
reflections of themselves and the 
social world. 

Today, designers have come to 
name their bags after the women 
they most admire. For instance, 
Marc Jacobs deemed one creation 
The Stam, after super-model Jes- 
sica Stam, while Hermes’ design 
team named _ its 
Kelly bag after the 
former Princess 
Grace Kelly of 
Monaco. 

Certain bags, 
like Chloe’s Pad- 
dington, are in- 
tended to reflect 
the turmoil of the 
political environ- 





rying girl” is sassy, even crass. 
She’s a predator both at work 
and in her social engagements, 
and always turns heads as she 
slinks seductively through the 
club. 

Because handbags can reveal 
as much about a person as they 
can spice up an otherwise blasé 
outfit, designers 
continue to focus 
more attention on 
their accessories 
line — primarily 
their purses. 

In fact, nearly 
80 percent of 
large fashion 
houses’ revenues 
comes from their 


ment, or, in the 5S Te} Cramer accessories lines, 
ase Of LOUIS) V Git with the biggest 
ton’s Fabuleux, sellers being their 
sheer opulence. Hop Couture bags. 

While — hand- But with 


bags were once intended simply 
to provide women a convenient 
means of transporting their be- 
longings, they have since come to 
embody much more, such as the 
personality of its carrier. 

For instance, a “Birkin girl” is 
typically sophisticated, erudite 
and of the sort of wealth that per- 
mits her to spend over $6,000 on 
one bag. 

Conversely, 


the “Dior-car- 


so many new “it” bags being 
churned out each season, how’s 
a girl to keep up if she’s not 
fabulously wealthy, or bestowed 
boundless free swag like Lindsay 
and Paris? 

One very unique Web site of- 
fers an answer that is music to ev- 
ery fashionista’s Tiffany-studded 
ear: Borrow it! 

Yes, you can have your cake 
and eat it, too. At the site Bag Bor- 
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row or Steal (http://www.bagbor- 
roworsteal.com), users can sign up 
to rent the most coveted bags of 
the season for anywhere from one 
week to a month. 

The site works like this: The 
interested “bag lady” creates a 
user name, subscribes to a mem- 
bership plan (one year for $5 a 
month), then chooses the bag she 
wishes to borrow, along with the 
desired duration. 

Among the available models 
are Balenciaga’s “office bag,” Cha- 
nel’s “Cabos” hobo and Vuitton’s 
“Speedy,” each offered at $85 a 
week or $235 a month. 

Now it’s possible to carry 
the must-have bag of the season 
without breaking the bank. 

This site is perfect for those 
who want to carry a fabulous, au- 
thentic Chanel quilted chain bag 
or a Gucci clutch for a special oc- 
casion, but don’t have the means 
(or desire) to drop $1,500 on their 
very Own. 

Also, because bags go in and 
out of fashion at a quicker pace 
than any other accessory, this 
Web site could be the solution for 
those who find themselves pour- 
ing out their monthly earnings 
on must-haves that become must- 
nots weeks later. 

If you're wary to share your ac- 
cessories, another “bag-centric” 


‘COURTESY OF HTTP/WWWLJPLIS.RU 
What do this girl’s accessories reveal about her? She, of course, has left that entirely to your imagination 





- so think carefully. 


Web site is Bag Snob (http://www. 
bag-snob.com), which 
myriad designer handbags so po- 
tential buyers are aware of every 
detail there is to know about the 
purse. 

This includes everything 
from the number of inside pock- 
ets to the “appreciation rate” 
and its chances of becoming a 
classic. 

Started by 
sessed Asian 


two fashion-ob- 
women with a 


handbag habit, Bag Snob is both | 


an educational and entertaining 
Web site. 

Its writers are quite witty in 
their reviews and often make as- 


tute observations, like “Juicy is ri- | 
diculous” and should be banned | 


from making anything other 
than sweat suits. 

A point with which I agree 
whole-heartedly. 

So if you're in the market for a 


new designer handbag, the tim- | 


ing has never been better. 


Whether you're out to impress | 


the world with an expensive 
“borrowed bag” (they’ll never 
know!) or ready to invest in a de- 


signer purse of your own, these | 


Web sites are truly fabulous, un- 
precedented resources. 


So, remember to select your | 


handbag with 


mind. 


personality in 


reviews | 





CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3 
chance to see relatives. Sounds 
perfect, right? 

The problem day was Black 
Friday, or to be more specific Fri- 
day, or to be more specific Black 
| Friday night. 

Deciding to avoid the com- 
| motion at the mall, I went to 
the movies with one of my best 
friends, and later at Barnes and 
Noble we ran into three other 
girls with whom we had gone to 


1 | high school; one was one of my 


best friends, the second a for- 
mer friend I had lost touch with 
and the third someone whom | 
| liked but had never known very 
well. 

I figured this could be fun; the 
| five of us could all catch up with 
| one another and discuss how our 

semesters were going. We sat 
| down ata table in Starbucks, and 
it didn’t take long for me to dis- 
| cover that my other best friend 
was pretty much determined to 
ignore me. Though we'd recent- 
| ly had a slight spat over AIM, I 
thought the misunderstanding 
had been cleared up adequately 
over the phone. Apparently, it 
had not. 
To make matters worse, I had 
forgotten in the years since I’d 
| last spoken to my former friend 
| that she had a you-know-what up 
| her you-know-where. Well, this 
meeting certainly reminded me 
of anything I had conveniently 
forgotten. She had something 
snooty to say about everything. 

It started with the comment, “I 
didn’t know people went to Hop- 
kins for anything but pre-med or 
International Relations,” which 
oddly enough is not the way to 
| my heart. I felt compelled to set 
her straight by listing various 
| departments that are among the 
strongest in the country, includ- 
ing both of my majors — English 
| and Writing Seminars. 

Then, my ex-friend mentioned 
| how when she took summer 
classes at Hopkins she wasn’t 
| that impressed with the faculty 
and that she hadn't applied to 





window to her soul Trying to enjoy both turkey 
and break ends with a twist 


Hopkins because she’d taken so 
many classes here that her accep- 
tance would have been a given. 
“Did she seriously just say that?” 
I thought. I won't say where she 
attends college, but let’s just say 
no one would disagree that her 
school is several cuts below Hop- 
kins — that is, if they’d even 
heard of it. 

Finally, her self-importance 
shifted to comments about how 
wonderful her college life was 
and then to how the third girl’s 
roommate issue could be re- 
solved with “violence” or some 
“slapping across the face.” If 
only that was a viable solution to 
halting, her pretentious remarks. 
Could this poor girl actually hear 
herself talking? 

Needless to say, | missed my 
normal and loving friends back 
at Hopkins. I would have done 
anything to be surrounded by 
them rather than these angry 
and bitter girls who felt the need 
to recreate high school drama. 

It’s really a shame that the ex- 
pectations we had about break 
were dashed; after three months in 
an intense academic environment, 
we Hopkins students have well 
earned the right to a peaceful, ful- 
filling break filled with fun, family 
and catching up on lost sleep. 

I hope that the majority of stu- 
dents had more pleasant Thanks- 
giving breaks than the three of us 
did — it would be nice if we were 
just an unlucky few. And despite 
this disastrous experience, I’m 
optimistic that winter break will 
somehow turn out better. 





Spring Breakers Wanted 


Book Early and Save 
| Lowest Prices 
Free meals and parties BY 
a7 
Campus Reps.. 
Free Trips 


CASH 





1-800-426-7700 


Book 15 = 2! 
'EARN FREE TR VEL AND | 





| 
www.sunsplashtours.com | 
| 





The Class of 08, Student Council invites 
all members of the University community 
to the Lighting of the Quadrangles. 


Refreshments and We ue! 


Take a ee break — 
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Talking Head Club to close doors next month Old Bond learns new 
— ) ==> tricks in Casino hoyale 


debonair or tricked out with gad- 
gets as he is in other movies, that 
the conflict is much simpler than 
a villain trying to irradiate the 
world’s gold supply, and that by 
the time he actually sleeps with a 
girl it’s about three-fourths of the 





By EMILY BENJAMIN 
The Johns He ypkins News-Letter 






Whether I can remember them 
all, I've found myself stumbling 
out into the streetlight glare of 
Davis Street trailed by a haze 


of thick smoke plenty of nights. 


By JORDAN WYNDELTS 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


rhe way limagine it, all the pre- 


vious James Bond movies were set 


I've guzzled enough Sparks and 
alternate universe. Bond 


Natty Boh’s at both their bars to in some 


lived in a world where a tooth- 





propel my heart into violent puls- 
ing Mess mirroring the sounds on brush and roll of pe OO ee oe ee ee way through 
stage, and likely for several years floss are really a in the BO NASS Dan- 
fewer than it naturally ought to. grappling hook He isn't as clever. iel Craig, the 
I've seen unwarranted freak-outs, (MacGyver lives : ; newest —_ Bond, 
drunks climbing the alley fence in this universe debonair or tricked doesn't even 
outdoors to intensify their ability too, but unlike out wilt h vadcet s as look the part. 
to fully rock out and a guy’s pants Bond, who has ) ro) j The man 
almost get lit on fire as he stum- his gadgets pro- he isin other movies ‘5 completely 
bled atop the bar. But with much vided for him, ripped, a little 
MacGyver has rough around 


regret, the Talking Head Club, af- 
ter opening its doors at 203 Davis 
St. three years ago, will be clos- 
ing indefinitely by the end of this 
year, according to an e-mail from 
booking director Lexie Mountain. 

To anyone familiar with the 
venue (or with the unsurprising 


lack of decent bars in Baltimore), 


this should come as an upsetting 
shock. In its five-year history, the 
Talking Head has emerged in its 
niche as a local haven for experi- 
mental up-starts and national tour- 


ing acts alike. Its intended mission 


is “to provide a smaller venue for 


bands that might not be able to fill 
up the larger clubs around town,” 
Mountain said. Not as spacious 
as the Ottobar, not nearly as lame 
as Ram’s Head, the club on Davis 
Street embodies the perfect blend 
of cozy filth and unmitigated rev- 
elry. It’s as welcoming to destruc- 
tion and a sloppy good time as the 
nearest frat house, but the patrons 
have respect enough not to wreck 
the place (entirely). Its unwavering 
bedrock of community strength 
has been one of its most recogniz- 
able and adored trademarks. 

With regard to booking, the 
Web site claims, “Talking Head 
loves to have three band bills with 
one out of town act and two lo- 
cals. Now that is a show.” Looking 
through past bills, their commit- 
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The Talking Head Club, which hosted Harry and the Potters this past March, will have its last show on New Year's Eve of 2006. 


ment to this spirit is undeniable. 
[his is not to say that merely re- 
siding in Baltimore will guarantee 
you a spot. The Talking Head has 
typically showcased some of the 
better, more curious and bizarre 
local talent brooding in dim al- 
coves throughout the city. WZT 
Hearts, The New Flesh, Dan Dea- 
con and More Dogs are but a few 
who show up on bills consistently. 
Local band Two If By Sea 
played their final Talking Head 
show on Saturday, Nov. 18. Of the 
club, they said, “There was rela- 
tively no pressure playing there, 
as opposed to opening for a big- 
ger national act at a larger venue. 
This sometimes resulted in some 
slightly rough performances, 
but when things really clicked, it 
spawned some truly memorable 
live sets.” They hold high praise 
for “the ‘anything goes’ attitude of 
‘the whole place. No sound checks 
or over-enforced set times,’ as 


Book Keview 


After This 

Alice McDermott 
Farrar, Strauss, 
and Giroux 
Sept. 5, 2006 
279 Pages 


By HEATHER BARBAKOFF 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A family is the focus of Pro- 
fessor Alice McDermott’s latest 
novel, After This. The family, most 
importantly, is a haven despite 
the harsh realities of the world 
and this family is the Keanes, 
whose parents, John and Mary, 
guide their children through 
the tumultuous time surround- 
ing the Vietnam War. Beginning 
with the first meeting of Mary 
and John, the novel's plot traces 
the growth of their relationship 
— how it is affected by time, the 
growth of their children and so- 
cial circumstance — and then 
takes over the tales of their chil- 
dren, exploring the different life 
choices that each of the siblings 
make. 

The Keane children grew up 
in a Catholic, suburban Long Is- 
land community in a tight-knit 
family that enforced good Catho- 





alice 

‘McDermott 

After 
This 








The second son, Michael, ex- 
cels in all the areas his older 
brother doesn’t. His path takes 
him to college, where he contem- 
plates how he wants his life to be 
and what to make of the hedonis- 
tic aspects of the college culture 
in which he participates: beer, 
drugs and sex. 

The Keane girls undergo amore 
striking development. Starting 
with Annie, portrayed as the pic- 
ture of innocence, her story traces 
most vividly her sexual awaken- 
ing and its indirect effect on her 
faith. Whether it’s accompanying 
her best friend to an abortion clin- 
ic, or escaping her past by going 
to England, Annie’s evolution is 
intricately related to her notion of 
sin and its influence on her life. 

Clare, the youngest of the 
children, is the only child whose 


well as the “memorable ... some- 
times maniacal” crowds. Draw- 
ing not only patrons but bands to 
gladly return regularly is some of 
the highest acclaim for any venue. 
As for memorable touring 
bands, Mountain — explained, 
“Some of my favorites have been 
Dirty Projectors, a nine-piece band 
crammed onto the stage, Akron/ 
Family playing as long as they pos- 
sibly could, Caroliner transforming 
the space intoa day-glo cave, a ten- 
der duet between Ian Nagoski and 
Tom Carter, Skullflower losing his 
mind and a five-day festival of all 
experimental/psychedelic/noise 
bands that occurred in 2004.” 
Notably, the club has hosted 
two years of Reverent Fog, a two- 
day, all-day mostly avant-garde 
and experimental festival which 
this past year has brought the likes 
of Kid Congo Powers, Pissed Jeans 
and Air Conditioning among an 
array of beloved local acts to Davis 
Street. This past Monday, a decent- 
sized crowd of regulars hovered 
around the bar and dance floor for 
the Taxidermy Lodge dance party. 
It wasn’t as packed (or as neon) 
as Sonar can be, but held just the 
right atmosphere, despite the sur- 
rounding air of the club’s immi- 
nent closing not entirely stifled by 
the bursts of sound and second- 
hand smoke. An air which, for me, 


hung heavy indeed. 

What does the future hold? 
Considering the club's Phoenix- 
like tendency to pop up along 
unassuming Baltimore streets (it 
once occupied the space of the cur- 
rent Ottobar), we are well advised 
to expect a new incarnation of the 
Talking Head at some future date. 
When or where this will be re- 
mains uncertain. As for the physi- 
cal space left by the structure, ac- 
cording to Mountain, “Evidently 
the club will either be remodeled 
by vending machine operators or 
demolished completely.” 

Some of the highlights left 
this year include Clockcleaner, a 
pounding, irreverent Midwest Je- 
sus Lizard-sounding trio, Spank 
Rock, as part of Baltimore Bass 
Connectionnight, and the MT6 Fest 
IL, an end-of-year “blow out” with 
more homegrown (vaguely) musi- 


cal oddities than you can pump | 
a fist at. Or, slowly nod a head at. | 


Don’t miss these. 203 Davis St. will | 


be closing down for good after a 


farewell show this New Year's Eve | 
featuring an ever-growing list of | 


local bands. If you happen to be 


around, by all means, go. Several : 


years of local history have been 
screamed, pounded and vomited 
out here, the memories of which 
will surely continue on after the 
new year in ghost-like splendor. 





to make his own), where at least 
two women he met every day were 
willing to sleep with him, where 
STDs where 
a villain could 
embedded in his face and still be 
taken seriously, and where a man 
could really be that witty. 

Casino Royale, however, is 
set in the real world. The movie 
makers don’t see it that way — 
this movie is merely a prequel to 
the ones that came before, Bond’s 
first mission as 007, where he 
must stop a terrorist banker from 
winning a poker game to fund 
terrorism around the world. 

Since thisis early in his career, it 


were a non-issue, 


have diamonds 


| makes sense that he isn’t as clever, 
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the edges, and his ears sort of 
stick out, a far cry from the lean 
and slick incarnations of before. 
But I’m willing to accept it. This 
is not the traditional Bond mov- 
ie, and as Layer Cake showed us, 
Craig is not the traditional Bond. 

So I'll be honest. I don’t actual- 
ly like the James Bond franchise, 
The character is amusing, but | 
just don’t get a kick out of watch- 
ing an Over-imagined masculine 
fantasy for two hours. Maybe one 
hour. But not two. I’m sure this 
makes me a blasphemer in the 
eyes of many, but it also allowed 
me to thoroughly enjoy Casino 
Royale. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B7 
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Daniel Craig is the newer, blonder Bond in this year’s 007 installment Casino Royale. 





Guest’s departure irom signature style fails in new film 


By MATT HANSEN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Hollywood hits close to 
home for most directors — usu- 
ally much too close to satirize, 
especially when a paycheck is on 
the line. Though some have at- 
tempted it before (the late icono- 
clast Robert Altman’s The Player 
stands as probably the best con- 
tender) veteran mockumentarian 
Christopher Guest has decided 
to shed the documentary format 
that served him so well in Best 
in Show and A Mighty Wind and 
tackle Hollywood his way — by 
making his most average movie 
since Waiting for Guffman. 

Keep in mind that “average” 
in Guest's world is still a step up 
from every other funny movie 
that hits theaters in a given 


month, and that For Your Consid- 


eration will, in all likelihood, be 
the cleverest film of November. 
But cleverest in a month that has 
given us, so far, Van Wilder 2: The 
Rise of Taj and Let's Go To Prison is 
unfortunately not clever enough 
to compete with Guest’s best, 
among them This Is Spinal Tap, 
the “rockumentary” that defined 
a genre. 

Instead, our new Christo- 
pher Guest movie is a little qui- 
eter, a little slower, and a little 
less laugh-heavy than we’d like, 
yet, in the best tradition of the 
Thanksgiving season, thanks are 
due for a new Christopher Guest 
movie nevertheless. 

Guest, who also plays the 
quintessential Hawaiian-shirt- 
ed, frizzy-haired Hollywood 
director in the film, focuses on 
the making of the indie Home for 
Purim — a “period piece” that 


looks to reignite the floundering 
careers of Marilyn Hack (Cath- 
erine O'Hara) and Victor Allen 
Miller (Harry Shearer) while 
offering a break for lovers and 
newcomers Brian Chubb (Chris- 
topher Moynihan) and Callie 
Webb (Parker Posey). They’re 
aided by Corey Taft (John Mi- 
chael Higgins), a publicist who is 
still struggling with the concept 
of the “World Wide Intraweb,” 
and producer Whitney Taylor 
Brown (Jennifer Coolidge), gift- 
ed with a larger bra size than 
vocabulary, and lacerated by the 
faux-hawked Chuck Porter (Fred 
Willard) and. eternally blonde 
Cindy Martin (Jane Lynch), both 
pitch-perfect entertainment 
show hosts. 

By discarding the documen- 
tary crew that spent more time 
on screen than some of the ac- 
tors in his past 
films, Guest frees 
himself up to fo- 
cus on his famil- 
iar cadre of stars 
in a story about 


community theater buffs and gi- 
gantic wiener hot dog mascots. 

Even Eugene Levy, in a role 
that seems to never be without a 
bagel and a gold watch, sheds his 
American Pie cross and becomes 
a Hollywood agent, no small 
feat for the man who starred as 
a pant-wetting hostage along- 
side a scenery-chewing Samuel 
L. Jackson in the universally 
panned The Man. 

The other, smaller-name ac- 
tors have little trouble filling 
their roles as the movie explores 
the critical buzz surrounding 
Home for Purim and the syrupy 
kiss it gives to the cast of naive 
L.A. newcomers and paycheck- 
hungry veterans, and the lengths 
they’Il go to taste it again. For the 
older actors — many who have 
worked with Guest for most of 
his career — the roles are pain- 
fully familiar. 

Catherine O’Hara, playing 
middle-aged shut-in actress 
Hack, has had a_ successful 
Hollywood career, but her per- 
formance is squirming in its 


the making of an 
indie flick, and, 
as always, they 
produce. 
Though _ their 
faces are familiar, 
*Guest’s traveling 
minstrel show 
of supporting 
actors have, by 
and large, never 
become familiar 
enough with au- 
diences to elicit 
a “Hey, I saw 
that guy in...” al- 


lic values. They went to Catho- 
lic school and were trained in 
the ways of the Church, a motif 
that is prominent throughout the 
novel's entirety. The oldest child, 
Jacob, is timid and not much of a 
student. He decides that college 
isn’t for him and ends up being 
sent to fight in Vietnam. 

© McDermott weaves Jacob's 
tale most effectively through the 
scenes where his character is not 
immediately present but instead is 
ruminated upon by various char- 
acters, like his parents or sisters. 
Jacob's own longing for what he 


authenticity, right down to her 
awkward probing of the light- 
ing director over the catering 
table: “Stop me when I’ve gone 
too far. How do the shots look?” 
She gnaws on a Swedish fish, 
then blurts, “How do I look?” 
Her transformation by the end 
of the film makes an episode of 
Nip/Tuck look like an etiquette 
class, yet it is not untirely un- 
expected in an industry where 
past-40 actresses are shuttled 
into Lifetime television specials 
and painkiller commercials. 
Harry Shearer, with a versatile 


story is introduced at the womb. 
Her age and innocence are used 
as a marker of time for the other 
characters, as itis her birth which 
kick-starts the bulk of the novel’s 
action. She is a key observer of the 
book’s characters, and through 
her many facets of the family’s 
personality are highlighted. With 
her growth comes the mark of 
change within American society: 
She comes of age slightly later 
than her siblings and her parents 
are older, two facts which are 
manifested through her desper- 
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New Bond 
(lefies the 
archetype 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B6 

Casino Royale is done in the spir- 
it of the best action movies, with a 
hard and fast pace that doesn’t let 
up except for the credits and may- 
be a 10-minute window near the 
end. Even the poker match is ex- 
citing, done in the spirit of those 
televised poker tournaments, but 
way better because the writers 
can produce straight flushes. 

As it should be with any Bond 
movie, they’ve pulled out all the 
stops. Thought, hard work and a 
hell of a lot of money went into ev- 
erything, from scenery and spe- 
cial effects to the graphic design 
in the opening credits and the 
stunt man in the first chase scene. 

There must have been some 
good money put into the script, 
too, because unlike previous in- 
carnations of Bond, I never found 
myself laughing at the movie, but 
more often with it. Puns abound 
at the expense of old Bond clichés 
— the Aston Martin, “shaken not 
stirred,” “Bond, James Bond,” and 
I'm sure plenty of others I don’t 
recognize, because the only Bond 
movie I’ve seen without Pierce 
Brosnan involved Bond ina gorilla 
suit fighting carnies ina circus car. 
I know. I wish I was joking, too. 

Don’t get me wrong. It’s a good 
movie even if you. like James 
Bond. But you've got to go in 
without wanting the absurdity. If 
you can manage that, you'll still 
get your action, adventure, chase 
scenes, gunfights, drama, women 
in skimpy clothing, witticisms 
and, ultimately, Bond badasser. 

There’s also Judi Dench as M. 
So really, you're pretty golden. 


“CASINO | 
ROYALE 





Starring: Danie! Craig, Eva 
Green, Judy Dench 


Director: Martin Campbell 

Run Time: 2 hr 22 min 
Rating? PGA37 a eee os 

Playing at: AMC Towson 

Commons 8 
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Denzel Washington and Val Kilmer, as federal agents, attempt to solve the case of a terrorist attack in Bruckheimer's Déja Vu. 
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Deja 


Vu bewilders and disappoints 


Despite the aptitude of Denzel Washington, film succumbs to atrocious writing and direction 


By ALEXANDER TRAUM 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Producer Jerry Bruckheimer 
and director Tony Scott are 
hardly known for their cinematic 
subtlety. Creators of several big- 
budget blockbusters including 
Top Gun, the two have teamed 
up once again in Déja Vu to make 
a film that is all at once absurd, 
pretentious and offensive. 

The film opens with shots of 
a group of American sailors and 
their families celebrating on- 

| board a ferry in the New Orleans 

| Harbor. Within five minutes a 
bomb detonates, hurling flam- 

| ing bodies from its wreckage 
and killing 543 men, women and 

| children. Denzel Washington 
swaggers onto the crime scene 

| as Doug Carlin, an agent for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire- 
arms and Explosives. 

Adorned with the standard 
dark shades and pomp, he is 
the sort of investigator that has 
the uncanny ability to sniff out 
a crime scene (literally). Doug’s 
talents lead him to get tapped 
by the FBI to work with them in 
solving the case. 

The film then shifts its primary 
setting to a top secret FBI center 
where they have invented a ma- 
chine that purportedly is able to 
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Catherine O’Hara and John Michael Higgins star in Christopher Guest's new movie. 
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Consideration falls short of 


viewers: high 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 

his fawning interviews with Wil- 
lard’s Porter, who recommends 
the “many pictures, little text” of 
The Little Engine That Could as his 
favorite reading, lead to starring 
interviews on any entertainment 
show that will take him, up to and 
beyond grinding with tweens on 
a TRL-esque countdown, slick 
with a new makeover and high- 
lights. Though she’s spared the 
spotlight that drifts over Shearer, 
Parker Posey’s Callie Webb ditch- 
es stand-up shows for a chance at 
movie stardom, and Posey plays 
her with the same loose intensity 
she brings to every role, making 
her believable but, by the end, as 
awkward as the rest of them. 

The “rest of them” include 
Guest’s regulars — Ed Begley Jr. 
as a make-up artist, Larry Miller 
as a marketing guru, Bob Bala- 
ban as a writer — but also the 
new face of jumpy, workplace 
comedy: creator of The Office 


_ Ricky Gervais looking smug and 


-up asa studio executive- 


_ who hints at a new generation of 
J Bo ay 


! 
t 
ee 
md 


res 


_ Guest-inspired films. 


ike everyone in this film, 


5 Gs ; 
however, Gervais can’t seem to 





expectations 


get truly inspired by the material 
he’s bitten off, and, though try 
as it will to skewer Hollywood's 
pretensions and preening, ulti- 
mately For Your Consideration just 
can’t quite provide the bite for 
the buck. 

In an age where in-your-face 
comedy a la Borat has perhaps 
taken a bit of the sheen from the 
carefully crafted tableaus of in- 
eptitude, a Christopher Guest 
movie up to the standards of his 
own films would be like a good 
day at a nude beach — the sun 
is warm and the water inviting, 
but you still have to be momen- 
tarily uncomfortable as you get 
naked. 


FOR YOUR 


“Catherine O'Hara, 
vy, John Michael 
of “fh, ay tae M4 








view any location in the world, 
though with a four-day lag period. 
Using this technology, the FBI and 
Doug proceed to spy on the past of 
a woman who was found dead at 
the crime scene, but was actually 
murdered prior ‘ 
to the explo- 
sion, in order 
to find clues to 
solve the case. 
It is not long 


before Doug |} Val Kilmer, Adam Goldberg 
and the audi- |}! Director: Tony Scott 
ence learn that}! Run Time: 2 hr 8 min 
there is more 


Rating: PG-13 


to this technol- 
ogy than is be- 
ing disclosed. 
Rather than be- 
ing merely a re- 
corder of past events, the machine 
actually views the past in real 
time. This new top-secret govern- 
ment device is ostensibly a glori- 
fied time machine. 

What transpires from this 
point on I'll keep quiet about, for 
those imprudent few who decide 
to waste their money on this atro- 
cious film. Even if I were to relate 
the events that proceed from this 
point, one would be batfled and 
frustrated by the film’s inanity 
and the fallaciousness of its in- 
ternal logic. I completely under- 
stand that movies of this genre 
demand a suspension of disbe- 
lief, but there is a limit to this 


Commons 8 


, , request. While most movies of 
this genre ask for only as much 
| as will allow the plot to unfold, 


Déja Vu requires its viewers to es- 


| sentially undergo a self-imposed 
| lobotomy. 


Much of my frustration stems 
not from the nonsense of its plot, 


| if one can call such a thing a plot, 
| but rather from the film’s pos- 


turing as a work of profundity 


| and insight. We learn of the true 


purpose of the FBI's technology 





-McDermott’s novel relates 
tale of Long Island family 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
sense of obligation to her, despite 
their dislike of her. 

Pauline remains a reminder 
of the family’s past, embodying 
a metaphor for the traditional 
values that the Keanes wished 
to impart to their children. As 
the children grow and the de- 
voutly Catholic values their par- 
ents wished to instill in them 
are slowly abandoned, so dete- 
riorates Pauline’s bodily well-be- 
ing until she ultimately becomes 
devastatingly ill at the exact mo- 
ment of utmost crisis for the Ke- 
ane family. 


The most enjoyable aspects of 


the novel are definitely the clear 
prose and the development of the 
plot. 

Written in a clean style with- 
out much fuss, McDermott uses 
language effectively to establish a 
scene or emotion without relying 
heavily on flowery metaphors or 
exorbitant language; the avoid- 
ance of both is critical to the es- 
tablishment and maintaining of 
the novel's brisk and somewhat 
authoritative tone. 

Despite some occasional un- 
certainty of action or emotion by 
the characters themselves, all is 
told through the use of a narra- 
tor who is able to evaluate pre- 
cisely the characters’ states of 
mind — even when a character 
himself may be conflicted. 


Starring: Denzel Washington, 


Playing at: AMC Towson 








through some pseudo-scientific 
explanation that resembles a 
stoner attempting to sound like 
Stephen Hawking. Even more ri- 
diculous are the all too frequent 
interludes of philosophical babble 
about the inter- 
connectedness 
of the past, pres- 
ent and future. | 
Despite such 

pretense, the 

film boils down | 
to the standard 
Bruckheimer 
formula of mas- 
sive explosions, | 
overwrought 

suspense and a | 
love story in the | 
background. 

As if a ridiculous plot and 
pretentious air were not enough | 
to do it in, the film contains ref- 
erences and allusions that range 
from the merely inappropriate | 
to the downright offensive. The 
film alludes to not one, not two, 
but three national catastrophes: 
the Oklahoma City bombing, | 
September 11 and Hurricane Ka- 
trina. For a film that is no more 
than a sensationalist action flick, 
these references flirt with the 
contemptible. In a boldly offen- 
sive move, the film uses its set- 
ting, a dilapidated, post-Katrina 
New Orleans, as merely an atmo- 
spheric backdrop. 

It is unfortunate that Wash- 
ington agreed to take part in this | 
film. Despite his talent and reli- 
ability as an actor, he was unable 
to overcome the pitfalls of awful 
writing and sensationalist direc- | 
tion. For those seeking a painful- 
ly absurd action film abounding 
with pretension and offensive- | 
ness, Déja Vu is the film for you. | 
For all others, please save your 
time and your money, and stay 
home. 


This directness carries the 
plot along nicely, allowing it to 
jump through time and between 
vantage points without losing 
the reader in the process. 

The plot is riveting enough to 
maintain the reader's desire to 
read to the end. Part of this can 
be attributed to the switching 
between the viewpoints of vari- 
ous family members; if the story 
of one starts to drag, there is the 
reassurance that someone else’s 
will be starting soon. 

Each sub-plot contributes to 
the over-arching goal of portray- 
ing the desperate struggle of two 
parents struggling to keep their 
family together in the face of the 
various emotional tribulations 
that the family encounters over 
time. 

Perhaps the most appealing 
aspect is the realism McDer- 
mott brings to her characters. 
It is easy to imagine that this 
is the story of your own family 
or the one next door; it is easy 
to relate to the temptations, tri- 
umphs and failures that the Ke- 
ane family endures throughout 
the novel. 





After This is a novel that 
could serve as the mouthpiece 
for American culture of the last 
three decades, depicting the con- 
flict between family and inde- 
pendence, tradition and the lure 
of the future. 


New Vibrations 


Brand New 
The Devil and 
God Are Raging 
Inside Me 
Interscope 

Nov. 21, 2006 


The release of The Devil And 
God Are Raging Inside Me marks 
both the end of an extended hia- 
tus and the beginning of a new, 
larger vision for the future of 


Brand New. 


This album’s release is more of 
a new beginning than it seems. 
This is the first of Brand New’s 
albums released on a major re- 
cord label. They join the likes of 
Dr. Dre and Marilyn Manson on 
Interscope records. 

But before anyone yells “SELL- 
OUT,” consider the actual album 
itself. The Devil And God gushes 
with maturity, far departed from 
the uppity teenage sounds spun 
throughout Your Favorite Weapon, 
their first album. It has much 
more in common with Deja En- 
tendu but still can hardly be com- 
pared. The style of an old song 
like “Me vs. Madonna vs. Elvis” 
with a slow, vocal beginning 
leading into a hard, catchier fin- 
ish is one of the only major links 
between the two albums. Songs 





like “You Wont Know” and “Wel- 


come To Bangkok” from The Devil 
And God build on this approach. 

If one overarching complaint 
can be made about this record, 
it is that the band may have 


strayed a bit too far from their 
older styles. In short, The Devil 


And God may just be a little too 
weird. However, it proves dif- 
ficult to find even one song that 
stands out as a true “single.” At 
least this lends some support to 
the idea that Brand New’s music 
hasn’t sold out just yet. 

The Devil And God Are Rag- 
ing Inside Me is a great work. The 
songs illustrate the growth of 
the members of Brand New, and 
in turn, the growth of their style 


of music. Although a few of the 


methods they incorporated may 
have gone a bit wayward, Brand 
New has successfully produced 
an album that will please diehard 
and new-coming fans alike. 

— Zach Senders 





Lady Sovereign 
Public Warning 
Def Jam 


Oct. 31, 2006 


Lady Sovereign has more 
street cred and more talent than 
most 20-year-olds could ever 
hope for. The 511” MC found her 
place in the British grime scene at 
the tender age of 16. 2005's Ver- 
tically Challenged saw Sov rhyme 
“vomit” with “Wallace and 
Gromit,” but didn’t quite garner 
the attention it deserved. Sign- 
ing on to Jay-Z’s label, Def Jam 
Records, for 2006's Public Warning 
was a step in the right direction, 
though. 

While fending off labels like 
“Feminem” and _  “street-wise 
Sporty Spice,” Sovereign still 
manages to deliver the goods on 
her first break-out album. Public 
Warning runs like a frenetic sam- 
ple of British hip-hop. Lyrically, 
the content is uniform through- 
out as Sov seems to focus mainly 
on her height, her distaste for 
starlets, her hairy armpits and 
baggy clothing. This is all fine 
for a gimmick album, but Lady 
Sovereign has so much more po- 
tential than that. The gimmick 
makes Public Warning come of a 
little repetitive. 

The jokey rap “9-5” is on par 
with Eminem’s “The Real Slim 
Shady” and comically deals with 


The Game 
Doctor's Advo- 
cate 

Geffen Records 


Nov. 14, 2006 


With Doctor’s Advocate, his 
new album, The Game (AKA Jay- 
ceon Taylor) can count his second 
major label attempt a success. Es- 
pecially since this time, he isn’t 
carrying a G-Unit banner, letting 
50 Cent sing his hooks or rhym- 
ing over anything Dre produced. 

Still, if naming the album Doc- 
tor’s Advocate didn’t already let you 
know, the Dr. Dre influence is less 
than subtle. Almost everything on 
the album pays homage, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, to that mono- 
lith of West Coast hip-hop — to the 
point where it gets uncomfortable. 
On the title track, a slow Jonathan 
“J.R.” Rotem production featuring 
Busta Rhymes, an apparently faded 
Game pleads into the microphone: 
“Remember when we got drunk, 
to do “Start From Scratch’?/I told 
you ... you was like a father to me, 
I meant that/Sittin’ here lookin’ 
at my platinum plaques/Thinkin’ 
what the f—k am I without a Dr. 
Dre track?” 

The rest of the album, while not 
as painfully earnest, continues in 
a similar vein. In terms of produc- 
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the pressure of her impending 
fame. “Random,” the hard-beat- 
ed, sample-filled (“Everybody 
in the club get tipsy” sound fa- 
miliar?) third track is catchy and 
pokes fun at the “thurrs” and 
“hurrs” of American rap. Sov’s 
hyperactive rapping fits her larg- 
er-than-life personality, but her 
squeaky voice is tough to take in 
large doses. Though she shines in 
songs like the more pop-oriented 
“Hoodie” and the anthem-wor- 
thy “My England,” she never re- 
ally mixes up her flow or loses the 
cheeky edge. 

What Public Warning lacks is 
something that a label like Def 
Jam should have realized: the 
downer song. Eminem had sey- 
eral — the Dido-collaboration on 
“Stan” comes to mind — and so 
did The Streets (think “Dry your 
Eyes” on A Grand Don't Come for 
Free), but Lady Sovereign doesn’t 
have it. We don’t get a break 
from her rapid pace or see her 
versatility. 

— Alex Begley 





tion, Game enlists a series of high- 
powered figures to keep the Dre 
mood going, including Just Blaze, 
Swizz Beatz and Kanye West. 
When he has a clear path to 
head down, though, Game tends 
to shine. “Wouldn’t Get Far,” a 
Tupac-inspired tribute to video 
hoes produced by Kanye and 
“Ol English,” a collection of 
childhood stories, both showcase 
a different, more relevant Game. 
Still, despite being laced with 
his intense confidence, the al- 
bum doesn’t exactly resolve it- 
self. Game still only heads in the 
right direction, failing to match 
his boasts with his talent, and his 
personal life is still a mess. Per- 
petually beefing with somebody, 
‘he makes this album feel mostly 
like a particularly loud note in an 
ongoing story. If Doctor’s Advocate 
is really just one of many steps, 
by the time a third album comes 
out, people might take him as se- 
riously as he takes himself. 
— Alex Osuch 





Tenacious I entertains 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Let’s get one thing straight 
from the start: This is a movie 
about heavy metal just as much 
as it is about the friendship be- 
tween two fat dudes. Sure, this 
is a buddy picture featuring the 
ever-hilarious Jack Black and his 
partner in crime Kyle Gass, and 
it has its expected crop of come- 
dic cameos from the likes of Ben 
Stiller and Tim Robbins, but more 
importantly this is a film about 
hard, bang-your-head, 
your-eardrums rock. 

Tenacious D as a band is an 
uproarious tribute to all things 
metal: the long hair, the ludicrous 
guitars, the borderline-campy 
costumes, the lightning-speed 
guitar work and more. It was only 
a matter of time before something 
so addictively funny smashed its 
way onto the big screen. 

Tenacious D: Pick of Destiny fol- 
lows Black in his quest to realize 
his dream of playing ina hard rock 
band. The fictitious origin of Tena- 
cious D follows, as Black moves to 
California and meets Gass. After 
a series of funny attempts by Gass 
to exploit Black, the duo set out to 
become the best rock band in the 
world, with the aid of a mythical 
guitar pick made from Satan’s 
tooth. Adventure abounds and 
the two set off to claim the pick as 
their own, encountering all kinds 
of crazy characters, including a 
magical Sasquatch, a paranoid 
guitar salesmen and a brutally 
awesome Satan played by Dave 
Grohl. There’s no denying that 
this film has some stand-out co- 
medic moments. The only prob- 
lem is the expectation the band 
built up for itself in finally mak- 
ing a feature-length film. While 
the movie is definitely funny, it 

does suffer from some consider- 
able drawbacks. 

First off, it’s a stoner film. 
They don’t try to kid themselves 
about this; there’s a marijuana 
reference in the first 30 seconds 
of the movie, and from then on 
there’s another weed reference 
about every 15 minutes. Not to 
condone pot-smoking in any way, 
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Tenacious D's genius duo Kyle Gass and Jack Black star in the epic odyssey of two stoners in search of the greatest rock band. 


but aiming for the weed-smoking 
demographic definitely hinders 
the film’s comedic potential to 
all non-smokers. Pick of Destiny 
unfortunately heavily relies on 
pot jokes to make a good bulk of 
the comedy, which will definitely 
shut some viewers off. For those 
who do partake in a little canna- 
bis practice, then rejoice, for Black 
and Gass are definitely up there in 
the pantheon of stoner greats. 
The other problem with this 
movie is Black’s failure in achiev- 
ing the same charm asa lead char- 
acter that he does in other films 
where he plays a side character. 
Nobody questions Black’s side- 
splitting comic relief in movies 
like High Fidelity and Orange Coun- 
ty, where Black proves his power 
as a loveable and scene-stealing 
goofball. Yet Black’s track record 
as a lead in comedies is not as 


strong as his smaller roles. Most 
people aren't thinking of Shallow 
Hal when they think of Black’s 
work, and Nacho Libre definitely 
did not live up to expectations, 
shooting for a Napoleon Dynamite- 
like cult following. 

The sad reality is that Black, 
while very entertaining, has really 
built the better parts of his career 
on side character roles, and it’s 
through these smaller parts that 
he has really been able to achieve 
praise and adoration from young 
people across the nation. Black 
obviously takes up more screen 
time as a lead, and the less time 
he spends as comedic relief and 
more as the straight man, the less 
he reaches the high expectations 
placed on him as one of the shin- 
ing stars of today’s current crop of 
comedic actors. He doesn’t have 
that same serious quality that ac- 
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tors like Owen Wilson and Vince 
Vaughn can pull off, and so every- 
thing Black says you expect to be 
funny; when it isn’t, it just disap- 
points. 

All downers aside, the film re- 
ally does a great job keeping the 


energy flowing. Sure it’s a picture | 


overly-reliant on one-liners, but 
that’s what makes it such a pleas- 
ing escape. Some of the charac- 
ters really succeed in winning 
the attention of the audience: 
Grohl as Satan simply kills, and 
Jason Reed as Lee the Pizza Guy 
plays a swell side character. The 
Monty Python-like animation 
bits amuse and the scene where 
Black trips out on mushrooms 
is absolutely gut-busting. The 
movie does please in many ways, 
and for those looking to spend 
some quality time with friends, 
especially those who aren't in the 
“standard state of mind,” should 
consider this delightful flick. 


BEA CIOS D: | 
| 





THE PICK OF 
DESTINY 


Starring: Jack Black, Kyle 
Gass, Dave Grohl 

Director: Liam Lynch 

Run Time: 93 minutes 
Rating: R 

Playing at: AMC Owings Mills 
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Book Review 


Blind Willow, 


Sleeping Woman 


_by Haruki 
Murakami 
Nov. 26, 2006 


By MIYAKO HAYAKAWA 


| The Johns Hopkins News-letter 


A mysterious man promises 


| to grant a girl a wish on her 20th 


birthday, but it is never clear 


| what the wish was or if it was 
| ever really fulfilled. Another 


man vomits, regularly but inex- 
plicably, for 40 days in a row. A 
private investigator is on a quest 
for something shaped like a door, 


| or an umbrella, a doughnut or 


maybe an elephant. 
These are three of the charac- 
ters and their respective situa- 


| tions that are introduced in Ha- 


ruki Murakami’s collection of 
short stories, Blind Willow, Sleeping 
Woman. The collection spans near- 
ly all of Murakami’s career as a 
fiction writer, including two of his 
first short stories, which he began 
in 1980. Short stories fit in with the 
flow of his life, absorbing his time 
in between novels. In Murakami’s 
novels there is usually a mission 
to be accomplished, a coming-out- 
at-the-other-end that is the goal. 
In contrast, his short stories rarely 
reach this goal. 

Without crossing over into 
magical realism, the magic and 
the real brush against each other 
in a way that leaves both intact 
by the end of the story. Because 
of this separation, Murakami can 
comment on contemporary is- 
sues and what most would con- 
sider “real life.” 

In the title story, a young man 
takes his nearly deaf cousin to an 
ear doctor’s appointment at an 
unfamiliar hospital. While wait- 
ing for his cousin, he sits in the 
hospital cafeteria, remembering 
a time in his life when he fre- 
quently visited a different hospi- 
tal. He recalls a mythical poem a 
girl he knew once wrote while in 


| the hospital. Eventually, the little 


cousin returns, interrupting the 
man’s recollections of the girl’s 
story. As the cousins discuss 
deafness, the young man returns 
to memories and regrets from the 
past. He feels himself slide into a 
place where the invisible exists 
and the visible does not. 

Rather than contain any alle- 
gorical message, the story seems 
to best reflect Murakami's creative 
practices. His universes, with their 
unique collections of symbols, are 





much like the girl's invented myth 
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about the sleeping woman. In life, 
these worlds are inseparable from 
the mundane, and it is in each 
contact with these worlds that life 
is changed. The personal nature of 
Murakami’s short stories, which 
he describes in his introduction, 
can be observed in many of his 
characters and plotlines. A num- 
ber of the characters belong to the 
same post-World War II genera- 
tion that made the transition into 
adulthood in the late 1970s. Many 
also share Murakami's interest in 
jazz, surfing and Western dramat- 
ic literature. 

The voice of Murakami's typical 
narrator is also extremely casual 
and unmistakably that of an adult 
Japanese male. The two translators 
for this collection, Philip Gabriel 
and Jay Rubin, have both admira- 
bly transferred this tone into the 
English language. The style is rest- 
less and slightly outlandish. It is 
precisely this tone that has earned 
Murakami some harsh criticism 
from the Japanese literary estab- 
lishment. However, his story The 
Rise and Fall of the Sharpie Cakes is 
meant as a fable, attacking those 
conservative critics who make the 
rules, kill for the rules and them- 
selves live or die for the rules. 

For the reader, the difference 
between Murakami’s novels and 
his short stories lies very much 
in the experience of taking in the 
two. In his novels, the reader is 
submerged in his universe; the 
air breathed by Murakami’s he- 
roes seems to rise off of the page. 
Murakami’s short stories are less 
intoxicating, not only for the basic 
fact of their length, but for their 
comparative lightness as well. 
They are entertaining, imagina- 
tive and stimulating. Murakami 
has given his inventive genius full 
range, focusing on breadth rather 
than depth. The short stories are, 
therefore, vital to understanding 
Murakami as an author. He has 
also provided his audience with 
a refreshing break from his usual 
intensity, while still illuminating 
some aspects of contemporary 
Japanese life and culture. 





Artist Bakker talks with News-Letter 


D. S. Bakker holds a bachelor of 
fine arts from the Maryland Insti- 
tute College of Art and a master of 
fine arts from the Rinehart School 
of Sculpture at MICA. He is the re- 
cipient of two Maryland State Arts 
Council Artist Fellowships and a 
Baltimore City Arts Grant. Bakker 
has exhibited in the Baltimore/Wash- 
ington area and around the world 
for the past 17 years, including this 
summer's Artscape “Car Show.” He 
has taught as an instructor for the 
Young Artist’s Program at Mary- 
land Art Place and was a visiting 
artist at MICA, 


N-L: Could you tell us a little bit 
about your work (old and new)? 


DB: For my personal work, I now 
build what I call dioramas. While 
painting and drawing were my 
first skills, I also loved build- 
ing models. These dioramas are 
miniature stage sets, or tableaux, 
which visually pose an ambigu- 
ous philosophical question. Often 
surreal in appearance, they don’t 
attempt to offer any answers but 
to kick-start the thinking of the 
viewer along a particular line. 


I also do commercial work build- 
ing props for film and advertis- 
ing, building obsessively detailed 
landscapes for model railroad 
enthusiasts and some graphic de- 
sign, such as CD covers for mu- 
sicians. I listen carefully to my 
clients and give them what they 
need rather than what they say 
they want. 


N-L: Whatartists have influenced 
you and how? 

DB: Since you started me think- 
ing about art I made when I was 
voung, the first artist that comes 


to mind is Big Daddy Roth. He 
designed hot rods in the 1960s. 
His early work was rather tra- 
ditional but he started building 
these outrageous machines that 
were unlike anything ever built. I 
was in awe of the way he ignored 
convention. The idea that some- 
one could dare to be that creative 
was electrifying. 


Among other artists Marcel Du- 
champ and the Dada movement 
have been highly influential as 
well as René Magritte and the 
Surrealists. The films of David 
Lynch are wonderfully mysteri- 
ous and unsettling. Anyone who 
can break with the standard, ac- 
cepted approach, think outside 
the box- and 
produce  radi- 
cal new ideas is 
someone whose 
work I want 
to get to know 
better. 


N-L: Because 
you are also a 
teacher, how has 
that influenced 
your career as 
an artist? 


DB: Honestly, I 
don’t see them 
as separate. As 
I said, in my 
work I pose 
open-ended 
questions. In 
class I do pretty 
much the same 
thing- I try to 
kick start my 
students think- 
ing along a 
particular line 


and let them run with it. Yes, I use 
different techniques as an artist 
versus being a teacher, for one my 
lectures somewhat less surreal 
than my artwork (I hope), but the 
goal is very much the same. 


N-L: What advice would you give 
to an artist just starting out? 


DB: I've known some artists to 
claim “purity” and turn up their 
nose at doing commercial work. 
That's nonsense. I have learned far 
more techniques and furthered 
my skills by working alongside of 
industry professionals than I ever 
learned in art college. 


— Interviewed by Chunwoo Kae 
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CARTOONS, ETC. 





Aries: (March 21 - April 19) 
Misspelling your significant oth- 
er’s name is not a big deal, unless 
you spell it as “Ms. T-H-A-T $-O- 
U-L S-U-C-K-I-N-G V-A-G-L-N-A.” 
Taurus: (April 20 - May 20) 
Words make Thor head go dizzy, 
pray to all-powerful fire god in 
sky! Also, Thor tired of cave-w ife 
always yelling “Take out trash!” 
Gemini: (May 21 - June 20) 

Is beer really the nectar of the gods? 
No. The gods actually sell their 
own nectar, but it costs an unrea- 
sonable $8.95 a pop at Wal-Mart. 


Cancer: (June 21 - July 22) 





Not telling people your real name 
isn't really a problem. It’s the fact 
that you use the pseudonym Jasper 
“Big” P. Nis that annoys people. 
Leo: (July 23 - August 22) 

A sure-fire way to get free food from 
people is to cough on their meals. 
They'll either give it up or catch that 
nagging “penis cold” you have. 


ope 


e 
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Virgo: (August 23 - Sept. 22) 

Big people don’t get mad when little 
people insult them. It’s probably be- 
cause they know that little people 
die an average of 20 years early. 
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Libra: (Sept. 23 - October 22) 

Deal with your girl problems the 
way any man would: don't think 
about girls. Just think about their 
boobs instead. Those are nice! 
Scorpio: (October 23 - Nov. 21) 
Unless everybody stops FREAK- 
ING OUT, someone's going to die 
and it’s NOT going to be me. May- 
be it'll be you. Yeah, you, fatty. 


Sagittarius: (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
You will gain fame and fortune 
this week when you perform the 
first successful sphincter trans- 
plant in medical history. 





Capricorn: (Dec. 23 - January 19) 


Then, to make the crust, let some 
brown sugar crystallize over a bed 
of your own feces. Call it “pecan 
pie,” and you're done. 

Aquarius: (January 20 - Feb. 18) 
Commit murder. Nah, just kidding. 
Commit manslaughter instead. 
“Accidentally” killing someone is a 
much easier rap to beat in court. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19 - March 20) 
“Homocide” is an obvious mis- 
spelling of the word “homicide.” | 
hope Xiao-bo Yuan is a Pisces, so 
that she learns this valuable lesson. 




















by Matt Hansen 








1 REACHED FOR MY 
GUN. TOOK 4 DRAG. / 
WAS READY FOR THi: 








TOOK 4 LEAP BACK 
- INTO THE POND. 


One Fry Short 





he ah a - 


:. é 
AT LEAST UNTIL HE 
HIT ME. 


THEN... FADE TO 
BLACK, 


by Matt Diamond 





One Fry Short presents: 


The Eternal 
Adventures 


of God and 


What? What’s 
wrong? 


You know how 
much I hate 





Thanksgiving. 


Hey man! How was 
your Thanksgiving? 
Mine was 
BODACIOUS! 


L 


I don’t want to 
talk about it. 


But why? Everybody 
gets to sit around 
with their loved ones 


and eat a billion 
pounds of turkey! 


~< 


‘ 


Yeah, but where * 
do you think all 
those turkeys go 
when they die? 


BBL GOBBLE 


__-~ GOBBLE GOBBLE 


—— GOBBLE GOBBLE 
~~ GOBBLE GOBBLE 
} “GOBBLE 


HOLY CRAP 
SHUT THE 
#@&% UP 
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Hu.man 2.0 by William Parschalk 
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Enter the Sodoku by Matt Hansen 
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Fledgling thicago indie band plays Hetcher's Hit a high note at 


_ ; 


This Thursday at Fletchers Bar 
and Grill, The Hush Sound will 
perform, along with Murder by 
Death, This Providence and This 
Is Me Smiling. 

The Hush Sound is a band 
from Du-Page County, 
a close suburb of Chicago. Band 
members Greta Salpeter (piano, 
guitar) and Bob Morris (guitar) 
originally started the band, but 
decided that they needed more 
percussion, and were soon joined 
by Darren Wilson (drums) and 
Chris Faller (bass). All band 
members also contribute vocals. 

This Indie, folk, rock and jazz 
band does not fit one genre with 
its eclectic music. The dreamlike 
sound of some of the music sets 
it apart from most Indie rock 
bands. Mixing piano, vocals, gui- 
tar and drums, The Hush Sound 
is incredibly distinct. Their CDs 
So Sudden and Like Vines have a 
mixture of the airy songs primar- 
ily sung by Greta, such as Light- 
house on Like Vines, and the 
more Indie-rock-sounding songs 
such as “City Traffic Puzzle” on 
So Sudden. 

The band was discovered less 
than a year after they were Start- 
ed by Ry an Ross of Panic! At The 
Disco. The band is signed under 
Decadence Records, an imprint of 
the record label Fueled By Ramen. 
Decadence Records was created 
by Pete Wentz of Fall Out Boy, 
and bands such as Cobra Star- 


Illinois, 


Party time al 
the Ottobar! 


: It’s Thursday! Time for an Air 


F Raid at the Ottobar! Featured 


? music includes Shakes Davies, 
? Angie and Mod Dave. When 
i the siren starts flashing and 





ship (who sang the theme song 
for Snakes On A Plane), the Gym 
Class Heroes, Lifetime and Oc- 
tober Fall are also on the label. 
Ross told Weinz about the Hush 
Sound, and Weinz quickly signed 
the band onto his vanity label. 

It’s no surprise that this Indie 
rock band would come out of Chi- 
cago, since the Windy City lately 
has beena hotspot for these groups 
to begin. Bands such as Fall Out 
Boy, Lucky Boys Confusion and 


~ COURTESY OF HTTP. J WWWEVERYONEHASAVICE.ORG 
Indie group.The Hush Sound hails from the Windy City and has toured with Lucky Boys Confusion and The Academy Is... 


The Academy Is... all originated in 
Chicago or neighboring suburbs. 
The Metro, a concert hall located 
in Wrigleyville, is a famous spot 
for these bands to play. 

Though The Hush Sound is not 
currently well known, they gained 
recognition after recording a re- 
mix of their song “Red Wine” for 
the Snakes On A Plane soundtrack. 
Since Pete Wentz joined with 
New Line Records to produce the 
soundtrack, the CD also included 





remixes of songs by Fall Out Boy, 
the Gym Class Heroes and Panic! | 
At The Disco. The Hush Sound has 
recently toured with such bands 
as Fall Out Boy, The Academy Is..., 
The All American Rejects, Haw- 
thorne Heights and Jack’s Man- | 
nequin. 

The Hush Sound will be play- 
ing at Fletchers Bar & Grill at 701 
S. Bond St. at 7 p.m., tonight. 





— Jenny Klein | 


Concerts and Clubs 


On Monday, let your hair down 
and get ready to headbang at 
Metal Monday, the Ottobar’s 
weekly night of thrash, glam, 
rock, power, death, hair and clas- 
sic metal. Featuring a $9 all-you- 
can-drink all night! Must be 21 
and over to enter. 














HTTP-/WWWMADI. 


Find your fellow hipsters 
al the Talking Head Club 


Baltimore hipster central, the 
Talking Head Club will be clos- 
ing soon, to the chagrin of many 





uae ia 


NHOUSEPUBLICITY: COM 





The Benevento/Russo duo are here at Recher Theatre from New York, combining fusion, jazz and rock, promoting Play Pause Stop. 


: wailing, run to the bar for free 
i Kamikaze shots. There's also a 
: late night happy hour from 11 
i p.m. to closing — pick up spe- 
: cial $2 rail drinks and $3 pints. 
: Must be 21 and over to enter. 


i : Straylight Run, Matt Pond PA, 

i Kevin Devine, and Street to 
: Nowhere will play the Ottobar 
i on Friday night. 


i i; Three super-fabulous shows 
: on Saturday night! The Sum- 
: mer Obsession will play an 
i early show at 4:30 p.m. At 7 
i p.m., head upstairs for the 
? once-a-month VALIS (Vast Ac- 
: tive Laptop Intelligence Sys- 
: tem) show, featuring electron- 
i ic improv. Must be 21 and over 
i to enter the VALIS show. The 
: Parasites will headline the 
9:30 show, performing with 
: the Ergs, Paper Dragons, The 
Twate and the Minotaur. 


Didn't party aot on Friday 
and Saturday? Come to the 
weekly Tasty! party, featur- 
: ing an all-female DJ collective. 
_2-for-1 drinks plus $3 Jameson 


oe Mics be Zant 


Bisaswrecenszeseses sss sheen neee 





. peapacoscana 
~ 


daeee 


ps eke 


Patterson Hood of the Drive- 
by Truckers with guest Rodney 
Henry will perform at the Otto- 
bar. Tuesdays at the Ottobar also 
mean ... Two For Tuesdays! En- 
joy two-for-one drinks all night 
while enjoying the sounds of DJ 
Matt Walter and Craig Boarman, 
spinning new wave and Britpop. 
Must be 21 and over to enter. 


It’s party time this Wednesday at 
the Ottobar! Feeling dark? Head 
over to Hardcore Humpday 
Happy Hour with DJ Iron Ma- 
ben spinning hardcore, thrash 
and more. The bar will feature 
$3 Jager and Jameson shots at 
the bar plus everyone's favor- 


ite — $1.50 National Bohemian! 


Afterwards, enjoy Tensdays, 
featuring old-school hip-hop, 
soul, mutant disco and more. $10 
all-you-can drink for the ladies. 
Must be 21 and over to enter 
both events. 


The Ottobar is located closer 
to Hopkins than most other 
popular Baltimore concert ven- 
ues: 2549 North Howard St. For 
more information about these 
and any other events, call 410- 


2 


who know and love it. So make 
sure to catch a concert at this ac- 
claimed venue while you still 
can! 


This Friday, Zombi will perform 
with openers Psychic Paramount 
and Hymnen. Known as an 
amazingly diverse group, Zombi 
draws inspiration from Genesis, 
Pink Floyd, Van Halen and Tan- 
gerine Dream and is performing 
to promote their album Surface to 
Air. Tickets are $8. 


Plastic Little with Scottie B 
and Dave Nada will show up 
on Monday evening. Plastic lit- 
tle is a hip-hop groups that has 
performed in the United States 
since summer 2001. Originally 
from Philadelphia, Plastic Little 
is noted for their combination of 
hip-hop beats with dance pop. 
Plus, the show is free and the 
Talking Head is featurig 2-for-1 
drinks until 11 p.m. What’s not 
to like? 


Super folk songwriter Phospho- 
rescent will appear at the Talk- 
ing Head Club this Wednesday. 
Ranked by fans among great 
songwriters such as Bob Dylan 


and Neutral Milk Hotel’s Jeff 
Mangum, this tour promotes his 
latest effort, Aw Come Aw Wry. 
Enjoy the loose melodies and 
Dylan-esque lyrics for only $8. 


Take a break from 
Baltimore at a D.C. show 


Feeling tired of Baltimore 
entertainment? Need a change 
of venue scenery? Washington, 
D.C. is less than an hour away 
and provides many nationally 
known concert venues and of- 
ten more big-name groups than 
Baltimore. Two of D.C’’s biggest 
venues are the 9:30 Club and the 
Black Cat. 


The 9:30 Club 


Thursday, check out Hinder with 
Eighteen Visions and Lynam, 
but only if you have tickets al- 
ready — the show is sold out! 


On Friday, Classic Rock 94.7 pres- 
ents the Dark Star Orchestra, a 
Grateful Dead cover band. Open- 
ers set to include The Bridge. 
This show will repeat on Satur- 
day night, so don’t worry if you 
can’t make it. 


Jet, with openers the Blue Van, 
will perform on Sunday. 


The Deftones and Deadsy will 
be at the 9:30 on Monday, but if 
you want tickets you'll have to 
ask a scalper — this show’s sold 
out as well. 


The 9:30 Club is located at 815 V 
St NW in Washington, D.C. 


The Black Cat 


This Friday at the Black Cat, come 
see El Vez and Lysa Flores. El Vez 
is a world-famous Mexican Elvis 
impersonator, here in Baltimore 
as part of his Mexican Merry 
Mex-Mas tour. This will be one of 
the most ridiculous shows of the 
season — as the Dallas News, San 
Francisco Chronicle, and the London 
Evening Standard have said, “Viva 
El bel 


On Siturday, MNS presents 
Los Amigos Invisibles, a Latin 
band from Venezuela that plays 
a blend of jazz and funk mixed 
with Latin rhythms. They are a 
big success in their native coun- 
try and are now on tour to pro- 
mote the U.S. release of their 
Venezuelan cover album, Super 
Pop Venezuela Py, Gozadera Re- 
cords. 


| knows, 
| | a cappella group, 
| ers, will bring their Fall Show to 


| the 


as most of the 
Hopkins population already 
Hopkins’ only all-male 
the AllNight- 


This Friday, 


Bloomberg Auditorium at 8 p.m. 


} e . . “ae 
| Described on their Web site as “a 


showcase of debauchery, shiny 
vests and really kickass music,” 
the show is also set to feature 
the Drexel University Treblemak- 


| ers, Drexel’s all-female a cappella 
| group. 


The AlINighters were found- 
ed in 1992 and are now one of 
Hopkins’ most popular live 
performance groups. They have 
also, historically, been success- 
ful in competition, having won 
ICCA Atlantic Regional 
Semifinal, though it remains to 
be seen if the group will be able 


| to match their past success this 
| year. So far this year, the All- 


Nighters have traveled down to 
James Madison University this 
past October. 

Many of the AllNighters’ 
Hopkins fans are excited to hear 
their new material and to hear 
the voices of their new fresh- 
man members, Brendan Vandor, 
Matt Moura and Kenny Whitmer, 


| who auditioned and were chosen 


this past September. To promote 
the show, the group posted a gi- 


The Black Cat is located at 811 14 
St. NW in Washington, D.C. 


Fletcher’s Bar and Grill 


This Friday, emo band Love- 
drug will come to Fletcher's. 
Lovedrug has been described 
as a sort of Coldplay or Death 
Cab For Cutie, the kind of band 
that replaces the N*Sync posters 
on the walls of maturing girls. 
Lovedrug also features implic- 
itly Christian lyrics, which less- 
ens its fan base a bit. But if you 
love tweenybopper soft rock, 
make sure to stop by Fletcher's 
this weekend! 


Otep bills itself as “destroying 
popular culture, one mind at a 
time” and is an experimental 
band that dabbles in death met- 
al, rap metal, nu-metal and will 
be at Fletchers this Saturday. 
Otep’s lyrics often involve pain 
and abuse and they hail from the 
West Coast. Within eight months 
of forming, Sharon Osbourne was 
so impressed with them that they 
earned a slot on Ozzfest 2001 and 
then signed onto Capitol Records, 
releasing their debut album, Se- 
vas Tra. The band is now touring 
to promote a new album set to be 
released in 2007. 


a 


COURTESY OF HTTP WWW. 
It's El Veal The Mexican Elvis is coming to Baltimore for Mexico Neri 


| a cappella concerts 


ant crescent moon on the double 
doors of Gilman Hall, 
ing the phrase “got vests?” The 
ph rase is a reference to the vests 
that all members wear at perfor- 
mances. For more information on 
Friday’s and other AlIINighters 
visit /ittp: /fwurw. 


featur- 


performances, 
allnighters.org. 

One of Hopkins’ all-female 
groups, the Sirens, is also havy- 
ing a concert this weekend. 
Their concert will take place 
on Saturday in the Bloomberg 
Auditorium at 8 p.m. The group 
is also featuring James Madi- 
son. University’s Exit 245 and 
the Univesity of Pennsylvania’s 
Pennchants. 

The Sirens have recently an- 
nounced that they have started 
recording a third disc, to fol- 
low their first two releases, To 
Die For and There She Goes. Their 
fall 2006 set list includes “Over 
My Head” by the Fray and “Ev- 
ery time We Touch” by Cascada. 
Like the AllNighters, they wel- 
comed new freshman members 
this fall, albeit twice as many. For 
more information about this and 
other Sirens performances, visit 
their Web site at http://www.jhu. 
edu/~sirens. 


— Yasin Akbari 


On Sunday, Dilana, who ey- 


eryone knows from Supernova, 


a televised competition for the : 


newest member of INXS, will : 
perform. 


The Recher Theatre 


Mr. Greengenes, a relatively : 
new party band, will perform : 
at Towson’s Recher Theatre : 
this Friday. The band is known : 
for its anthemic music and has : 
toured in the past with such : 
national headlining bands as : 
the Mighty Mighty Bosstones, : 
Veruca Salt and Better Than : 


Ezra. 


On Saturday, catch Benevento/ i 
Russo Duo, an alternative jazz : 


and rock group hailing from : 
New York City, bringing to- : 


gether elements of rock, punk, } 


acid-jazz and fusion. They are : 
currently on tour to promote : 
their newest album, Play Pause’ 
Stop. Ja: 


wt 


Last but not least, The Hori! 
orary Title will perform with’: 
Openers Portugal the Man. : 
Tickets are $12, and $15 for : 
those under 21. ; 


—Yasin Akbari 
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BARGAIN EVENTS 


Free 
For This Is My Body 


The Walters Museum is now 
featuring a free exhibit of me- 
_dieval missals and liturgical 
{ manuscripts and examines 
the changing iconography of 
| the missal in the Middle Ages, 
emphasizing the illustrations 
for the text of the Canon of the 
Mass. These exhibits include 
pictures of the Crucifixion and 
the celebration of the Eucha- 
rist, both of which are key to 
Catholicism. For more infor- 
mation, visit http://www.thewal- 
ters.org. 


Campus Events 
Thursday, Nov. 30 


11 am. Aerosols and Climate 
will be presented by special 
guest John Seinfeld, visitng from 
CalTech, in Maryland 110. The 
lecture is sponsored by the De- 
partment of Chemical and Bio- 
molecular Engineering. 


12 p.m. Do Community Factors 
Account For Race Differences in 
Smoking Rates?: Findings From 
Exploring the Disparities in Inte- 
grated Communities will be pre- 
sented by Thomas LaVeist of the 
Department of Health Policy & 
Management, in the Bloomberg 
Building (615 N. Wolfe St.), room 
W3030. Sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Health 
Sciences, Johns Hopkins School 
of Public Health. For more infor- 
mation, contact Brian Fitzek, 443- 
287-2905, bfitzek@jhsph.edu. 


12:30 p.m. Pearls of Wisdom: Dia- 
betes Prevention, Treatment and 
Management will be presented 
in the Anne M. Pinkard Build- 
ing, room 217, by Marian Batts- 
Turner. Sponsored by the Center 
on Health Disparities Research. 


1 p.m. Bits and Bytes: Cool Google 
Tools will be presented by Brian 
Cole, Center for Educational 
Resources, in the MSE Library, 
Hamburger Room. Sponsored 
by the Center for Educational Re- 
sources. For more information, 
call Cheryl Wagner, 410-516-7181. 


3 p.m. Special guest Yves André 
from the Ecole Normale Supéri- 
eure in Paris will present Periods 
and Motives, Part II in Krieger 
302, this year’s George Kempf 
Lecture. Sponsored by the Math- 
ematics Department. 


' 3 p.m. Morris Low of KSAS will 
present Promoting Scientific and 
Technological Change in Tokyo, 
1870-1930: Museums, Industrial 
Exhibitions and the City. in the 
Homewood Campus Building at 
3505 N. Charles St. Sponsored by 
the Department of History of Sci- 
ence, Medicine and Technology. 


4 p.m. Lysosomal Enzyme Tar- 
geting: A Story of Sweetness and 
Diversion, presented by Nancy 
Dahms, of the Department of 
Biochemistry at the Medical Col- 
lege of Wisconsin, in Mudd 100. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Biology Seminar Series. For more 
information, call 410-516-7330. 


4 pm. The Importance of Un- 
productive Activity will be pre- 
sented by Talbot Brewer of the 
University of Virginia in Gilman 
348. Sponsored by the Seminar in 
Political and Moral Thought. For 
more information, e-mail John 
Marshall, jmarsha2@jhu,edu. 


4 p.m. The 2nd John C. and Susan 
S.G. Wierman Lecture: Environ- 
mental Statistics: A New Source 
of Discovery for Tomorrow’s 
Problem-Solvers will be given by 
William F. Hunt, Jr., of the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, North Carolina 
State University, in Maryland 110. 

sponsored by the Department of 
Applied Mathematics and Statis- 
tics. 


4 p.m. Tudor and Stuart Club 
Talk: The Universality of Broke- 
back Mountain will be given by 
D.A. Miller of the University of 
California, Berkeley, in Gilman 
323. Sponsored by the English 
Department. For more informa- 
tion, call 410-516-4313. 


7 p.m. The PLAS Film Series con- 
-tinues in Maryland 110. 


— 


$5 to $10 


Courbet/Not Courbet at the 
Walters 


The exhibit Courbet and the 
Modern Landscape presents the 
opportunity to explore questions 
of attribution surrounding the 
late landscapes of Gustave Cour- 
bet. Drawing from local collec- 
tions, this focus show will include 
a group of 10 late landscapes and 
several related prints. In an effort 
to distinguish Courbet’s touch 
from that of his followers and 
forgers, this show will analyse 
Courbet’s use of the palette knife, 
sponges and even fingers. 


8 p.m. Ketzev will present their 
Fall Concert in the Shaffer Audi- 
torium. For more information, e- 
mail ketzev@jhu.edu. 


Friday, Dec. 1 


9:30 a.m. Crises of Poetry/In- 
ventions of Prose Conference in 
Honor of Jacques Neefs taking up 
a permanent position at Hopkins 
will be held at the Homewood 
Campus, room TBA. Sponsored 
by the Humanities Center. For 
more information, call Marva 
Philip, 410-516-7619. 


11 am. Microbial Pollution at 
Recreational Beaches: Sources 
and Transport to Nearshore Wa- 
ter will be presented by Alexan- 
dria Boehm, visiting from Stan- 











12 p.m JHSPH Postdoctoral Fel- 
lows Seminar Series continues, 
featuring Holly E. Janes and Ali 
K. Hamade in the Bloomberg 
Building (615 N. Wolfe St.), room 
W2030. Sponsored by the Post- 
doctoral Fellows Association, 
JHSPH. For more information, 
contact Rhoel Dinglasan, 443- 
287-0789, rdinglas@jhsph.edu. 


2 pm. APL Colloquium: The 
Next Steps for Human Space 
Exploration: What are the Al- 
ternatives? will feature Robert 
Farquhar (JHU/APL) and Joseph 
Veverka of Cornell University, in 
the Applied Physics Laboratory 
Building, Kossiakoff Center Au- 
ditorium. For more information, 
call the Colloquium Office, 443- 
778-5625. 


8 p.m. JHU Theatre presents “The 
Marriage of Bette and Boo.” Come 
and watch two dysfunctional 
families knit themselves together 
and tear themselves apart as the 
child of a troubled marriage leads 
you through this dark comedy 
by Christopher Durang. Playing 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 8 
p.m. in the Merrick Barn. 


Monday, Dec. 4 


12 p.m. Experiments on Quartz- 
Mica Deformation: Implications 
for Pressure Solution will be pre- 
sented by Jim Boles, visiting from 
the University of California, Santa 
Barbara in the Olin Auditorium. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Earth and Planetary Sciences. 


12:15 p.m. Stem Cells, Drug Trials 
and Other Not-So-Hidden Con- 
flicts in Clinical Research will be 
presented by Timothy A. Caulfield, 
JD, of the Health Law Institute, 





$10 to $25+ 
Baroque In Nature 


Conductor Robert King will 
lead the Baltimore Symphony | 
Orchestra in a performance of 
Baroque music including Han- 
del’s “Overture to the Occasion- | 
al Oratorio,” Vivaldi’s “Con- | 
certo in C Major,” Telemann’s 
“Water Music,” and Handel's 
“Complete Water Music.” Tick- | 
ets start at $25. This program of | 
Baroque classics is a great way | 
to kick off the season with the | 
Baltimore Symphony Orches- 
tra. For more information, call 
410-783-8000. 


ford University, in Maryland 110. 
For more information, call Nigel 
Assam, 410-516-0463 


12 p.m. HIV/AIDS in Baltimore: 
World AIDS Day Panel Discus- 
sion will feature Dean Michael J. 
Klag, Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, Joshua Sharfstein, Com- 
missioner of Health, Baltimore 
City Health Departmen; Rever- 
end Debbie Hickman, executive 
director, Sisters Together and 
Reaching, Inc.: and David Holt- 
grave, Professor and Chair, De- 
partment of Health, Behavior 
& Society. The panel will take 
place in the Bloomberg Building 
(615 N. Wolfe St.), Sheldon Hall. 
Sponsored by the Dean’s Office, 
JHSPH. For more information, 
contact Meghan Noone, 410-955- 
6295, mnoone@jhsph.edu. 








COURTESY OF HTTP;/WWWKNESSET.GOVIL 
Hopkins will host a special conference this weekend entitled “Israel's Greatest Writer? 
An Appreciation of S. Yizhar,” hosted by special guest Nicholas De Lange of Cambridge. 


University of Alberta, Jonathan B. 
Orems of the Johns Hopkins Con- 
prehensive Transplant Center and 
Jeremy Sugarman of the Berman 
Bioethics Institute, Johns Hop- 
kins School of Medicine, in the 
Bloomberg Building (615 N. Wolfe 
St.), Feinstone Hall. Sponsored by 
the Berman Bioethics Institute, 
JHSPH. For more information, 
contact Jenn Lohse, 410-614-1235, 
jlohse@jhsph.edu. 


12:15 p.m. Vertical Analysis of 
Ion Channel Single-Gene Tran- 
scriptomes will be presented by 
William Agnew in the Home- 
wood Campus Building (3520 
San Martin Drive). Sponsored by 
the Carnegie Institution. 


4 pm. Visualizing the Early 
Steps of Single Retrovirus Entry 
Into Cells will be presented by 
Gregory Melikian of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland, in the Bloom- 
berg Building (615 N. Wolfe St.), 
room W2030. Sponsored by the 
Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology, JHSPH. 
For more information, contact 
Shanell Maniece, 410-955-3671, 
smaniece@jhsph.edu. 


4 p.m. Anna Marie Pyle of Yale 
University will give a special Bio- 
physics Seminar in Mergenthaler 
111. Sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Biophysics. 


4 p.m. Frederic Klopp of the Uni- 
versité Paris XIII will speak in 
Krieger 308, topic TBA. 


Tuesday, Dec. 5 


4 p.m. Humanism in the Age of 
Terror: Reflections from South 
Africa will be presented by 
special guest Achille Mbembe, 
visiting from the University of 
Witwatersrand, South Africa, in 
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Macaulay 400. Sponsored by the 
Department of Anthropology, 
Johns Hopkins University and 
the Center for Africana Studies. 
For more information, call Nancy 
Foltz, 410-516-7272. ; 


4 p.m. Israel's Greatest Writer? An 
Appreciaton of S. Yizhar (1916- 
2006), with a reading from the 
unpublished translation of his 
novel Preliminaries, will be hosted 
by Nicholas De Lange, professor 
of Hebrew and Jewish Studies 
at the University of Cambridge, 
in Gilman 315. Sponsored by 
The Leonard and Helen R. Stul- 
man Jewish Studies Program. 
For more information, call Ayana 
Teal, 410-516-6625. 


4:15 p.m. Using Electron Trans- 
fer to Design Functional Biomol- 
ecule-Semiconductor Interfaces 
will be presented by David E. 
Benson, Wayne State University, 
in Remsen 233. Sponsored by Ken 
Karlin, Department of Chemis- 
try. For more information, call 
Rosalie Elder, 410-516-7432. 


4:30 p.m. Improved _ Statisti- 
cal Machine Translation Using 
Paraphrases wil be presented by 
Chris Callison-Burch of the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, in Shaffer 
308. Sponsored by the JHU Cen- 
ter for Language and Speech Pro- 
cessing. 


6 p.m. A reading by faculty of 
the Writing Seminars will take 
place in the Mudd Hall Audito- 
rium. Sponsored by The Writing 
Seminars. For more information, 
contact Douglas Basford, (410) 
516-6139, dbasford@jhu.edu. 


Wednesday, Dec. 6 


8:15 a.m. Results of the Tape Tri- 
al: The Placebo Effect in Asthma 
will be presented by Robert Wise 
of the Asthma & Allergy Center 
in the Bloomberg Building (615 
N. Wolfe St.), room W4030. Spon- 
sored by the JHMI Center for 
Clinical Trials, JHSPH. For more 
information, contact Betty Colli- 
son, 410-955-8198, bcolliso@jhsph. 
edu. 


10 p.m. The Preparation and 
Characterization of a Heparin- 
Derived Oligosaccharide that 
Binds to Herpes Simplex Virus 
Type I Glycoprotein D, in the 
Physiology Building, room 612. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Biological Chemistry. 


12 p.m. Molecular Epidemiol- 
ogy of Hematological Cancers 
in Adults and Children will be 
presented by Martyn T. Smith, 
professor of Toxicology at the 
University of California, Berke- 
ley, in the Bloomberg Building 
(615 N. Wolfe St.), room W3030. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Environmental Health Sciences, 
JHSPH. For more information, 
contact Brian Fitzek, 443-287- 
2905, bfitzek@jhsph.edu. 


12 p.m. Against Cosmopolitan- 
ism? Rawls’ Law of Peoples and 
the Questions of Democracy and 
Political Pluralism in Internal 
Law will be presented by Pe- 
ter Danchin of the University of 
Maryland in Mergenthaler 366. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Political Science. For more infor- 
mation, call 410-516-7515. 


12:15 p.m. Metabolic Syndrome 
and Cognitive Impairment: Is the 
Sum Greater Than its Parts? will 
be presented by Kristine Yaffe, 
professor of Psychiatry, Universi- 
ty of California, San Francisco, in 
Hampton House (624 N. Broadway 
St.) HH Auditorium, room B14B. 
Sponsored by the Department of 
Mental Health, JHSPH. For more 
information, contact Toni Harris, 
410-955-3908, asharris@jhsph.edu. 


1:30 p.m. Structure and Design 
of DNA-Binding Proteins will be 
presented by Carl Pabo of Har- 
vard Medical School in the East 
Baltimore PCTB Building, room 
517. Sponsored by the Depart- 
ments of Biophysics and Biophys- 
ical Chemistry. 


3:30 p.m. Reconstructing Accre- 
tion Histories of Galaxies will be 
presented by Kathryn Johnston, 
visiting from Columbia Univer- 


sity. 


4 p.m. Telling Right From Wrong: 
How DNA and RNA Polymerases 
Distinguish Between Correct and 
Incorrect (D)NTPS in the East Bal- 
timore WBSB Building, West Lec- 
ture Hall. Sponsored by Pharma- 
cology and Molecular Sciences. 

4 p.m. Governing the Criminal 
Animal: Pastoral Power and the 
Policing of Life in South India will 


The Comedy Factory 
36 Light St. 
110-752-4189 


On Thursday, come see the 
comical stylings of Chad Dan- 
iels. Reputedly the result of a 
1974 high-school couple’s de- 
cision to skip their post-prom 
party and go “necking” as 
Daniels puts it, Daniels has 
worked with such high-profile 
comedians as Mitch Hedberg 
and Dave Attell. 

If you miss the opening show 
tonight, don’t worry — Daniels 
will perform every night until 
Dec. 2. 


(larice Smith Performing Arts 
Center 
301-405-ARTS 


500 Clown Macbeth is an 
interesting, modern spin on 
Shakespeare. This theatre piece 
uses unexpected circus skills 
to surprise the audience and 
centers around three clowns 
fighting for the right to play 
Macbeth. Sound strange? 

Insiders have reportedly al- 
ready given it the thumbs-up 


Theatre Listings 





COURTESY OF HTTP://THETENSION.BLOGSPOT.CO. 









— and if you’re a student, take 
advantage of paying $7 with 
student ID instead of the gen- 
eral price of $30. 










Performance Workshop Theatre 
Company 

28 E. Ostend St. 

110-659-7830 







Marlyn G. Robinson directs 
Mare Horwitz, Katherine Ly- 
ons and Ben Lovell in Brian Fri- 
el’s Tony award-winning play 
Faith Healer. Set in Scotland and 
Wales, the play concerns an 
Irish faith healer touring with 
his wife and promoter. 

Tickets are $20 general ad- 
mission, $12 for students. 












llippodrome Theatre 
12 N. Eutaw St. 
110-837-7400 









Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, a 
musical based on the hilari- 
ous Steve Martin and Michael 
Caine movie about two con 
men trying to make it as 
thieves in the Riviera. 

— Yasin Akbari 
















An image of police violence in South India. Dr. Anand Pandian will present Governing the 
Animal; Pastoral Power and the Policing of Life in South India this Wednesday. 


be presented by Anand Pandian of 
the University of British Columbia 
in Macaulay 400. Sponsored by 
the Department of Anthropology. 
For more information, call Nancy 
Foltz, 410-516-7272. 


4 p.m. Matthew Scott of Stanford 
University will speak on ‘Com- 
municating with Hedgehogs’ at 
the Homewood Campus building 
(3250 San Martin Drive). Spon- 


sored by the Carnegie Institution. 


4:30 pm. The Two Origins of 
Music will be presented by Gary 
Tomlinson of the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
and the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institution at the Peabody Con- 
servatory, room 308. Sponsored 
by Peabody Musicology. 


— Compiled by Yasin Akbari 


MOVIE OPENING 











Fur: An Imaginary Portrait of Diane 
| Arbus 


Movie debuting at the AMC Loews Dupont this Friday 
Showtimes: 4:30 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF: HTTP://WWW.MOVIEFONE.COM 
In the biopic Fur, Nicole Kidman stars as famed photographer Diane Arbus, a 
talented photographer and devoted wife and mother who challenged traditional 
ideas of beauty with her unconventional photographs. 
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ew remaining fortified cities in North America. It overlooks the scenic St. Lawrence River, which connects the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. 





Quebec's Old Town is one of the f 


European-style markets dominate Basse-Ville (Lower Town) Quebec. 
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